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IT’S THE 
DUKES OF 
HAZZARD 


WITH JOHNNY CASH AND DOUG K ERSHA 


The smash hit TVseries 

is now an album—'The Dukes Of Hazzard 

11 great country tracks, including 

The General Lee’ from Johnny Cash; 

‘Cover Girl Eee from Doug Kershaw 

and Bo Duke himself—John Schneider |» 

: —singing ‘In The Drivers Seat’ | 
Scotti Brothers —his current single. | 


Album: ‘The Dukes Of Hazzard’ SCT 85593 
Cassette: SCT 40-85593 
Single: ‘In The Driver's Seat’ SCT A 2231 
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GIGS...GIGS..GIGS 


Country fans, and others, get the rare opportunity to 
see Willie Nelson perform live when Independant Music 
& Concert Promotions set him up in London at the 
Hammersmith Odeon for two nights, June 7 8. 


Nelson’s band will consist of Bobbie Nelson piano: 
Paul English drums; Grady Martin guitar: Jody Payne 
guitar; Bee Spears/bass; Micky Raphael/harmonica: 


Willie Nelson last appeared here in April 1976, when he 
played one concert in London in the company of Billy 
Swan. 


Hoyt Axton began his 13 gig tour on May 30 with 
Raymond Froggatt and Rosemarie as support acts. 
June dates are: 1 Cliff Pavilion, Southend: 2 Barbican 
Centre, London; 3 New Palace Theatre, Plymouth: 4 
Colston Hall, Bristol: 5 Forum. Hatfield: 6 Theatre 
Royal, Nottingham: 7 Hexagon, Reading: 10 City Hall. 
Newcastle: 11 Royal Spa. Bridlington: 12 Southport 
Theatre, Southport: 13 Eden Court Theatre, Inverness. 


Also in Britain for a one off Festival at Lincoln City 
Football Stadium, are long time favourites with British 
audiences, American artists...Billie Jo Spears, Skeeter 
Davis and Don Everly. 

The ‘two day’ gig is on June 18th 19th when the 
aforementioned will be supported by a whole host of top 
British talent (more details elsewhere). 


The Roy Drusky tour, scheduled for last month bu 
Drew Taylor Promotions. was cancelled. 


Flying into Nashville this month to appear at Fan 
Fair's International Show, is the current C.B.er’s 
favourite lady, Ms. Carey Duncan. 


Carey, who has just completed a somewhat erratic 
nationwide jaunt in aid of the National Foster Care 
Movement, must have mixed feelings regarding the 
tour. For whilst it had its high spots, (Stockport in 
particular), the promotion also suffered many set 
backs and disappointments, with cancelled gigs and 
some very poor attendances. apparently due to lack of 
local level organisational abilities?? 


The Bradford University gig proving to be one non- 
event of the year, much to the disgust of at least two top 
class northern bands who inform C.M.R.U. that they 
actually cancelled paid work to give their services, then 
made the journey to the venue, only to find it empty 
with no sign of anyone of offical capacity to tell them 
the show was off, or to meet their promised ‘out of 
pocket’ travelling expenses....All of which is hardly 
likely to encourage these two bands (at least) to offer 
their free services again in a hurry, however good the 
cause... 


British Group Free Spirit telephoned to say their new 
album has been picked as ‘Album of the Week’ by WGNA 
- one of the biggest radio stations in New York....It’s a 
pity the punters over there won't be able to get it when 
they hear it..... 
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BACME GETS OFF THE GROUND 


Carey Duncan the C.B.er’s 


TASK...FORCE 
COUNTRY @ FOLK 


Among the radio programmes the British Forces 
Broadcasting Service is supplying to the Falkland’s 
Task Force out in the southern Atlantic are David 
Allan’s ‘Country Folk’ (Producer Ted King) and Wally 
Whyton’s ‘Folk Review’ (Producer Egay Ley). 


Dedications for country or folks fans in the Task Force 
can be send to David or Wally c 0 their respective 
programmes at: B.F.B.S.. Kings Buildings, Dean 
Stanley Street, London SW1P 3HX. 


In issuing a ten point statement of intent the long 
awaited Association of Country Entertainers gets off 
the ground under the direction of a ten person steering 
committee. 


In making the case for such a body the committee feel 
there has been a major misunderstanding of the 
country music art form, mainly on the part of the 
media, but also on the part of many artists, clubs, 
promotors, agents and record companies. This 
misunderstanding, they feel, largely arises because of 
the ‘cowboy’ and ‘western’ image. 


The BACME hopes to encourage new standards and a 
new acceptance for its members and the industry in 
general via a national association having a proposed 
staffing structure of a Director, a Central Council with 
regional representation and initially. one salaried 
secretary. The steering committee consists largely of 
people not currently well known nationally on the U.K. 
country music scene, the possible exceptions being 


Neil Coppendale, organiser of Brighton CMC and the 
Brighton Festival; Paul Bernard. independant 
television producer: Vic Woodhouse, artist: Keith 
Newton. East Midlands contributor to this publication. 


Among the ultimate and certainly ambitious, 
membership benefits it is hoped for are legal and 
contractual assistance, publicity and PR services, tax 
consultancy. a central booking agency, management, a 
pension scheme and a regular publication. The 
committee see the association becoming strong enough 
in the establishment of British country music to control 
and direct the country music industry in Great Britain. 


The latter statement sounding a little military junta-ish 
and something even the now long established and 
powerful American CMA do not profess to. 


To gauge response to their proposals the BACME have 
called an open meeting at Wealdstone F.C., Station 
Road, Wealdstone, Harrow, on Sunday June 27th at 12 
noon, 
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NAME DROPPING 


Tentative start date for the transmission of BBC 2 
Television coverage of the Silk Cut Festival is July 26, 
confirmation and full details next month. Meanwhile 


producer Dougie Hespe switches from country music to 


coverage of Pope John Paul Il’s visit..Red Steagall sings 
on the sound track of the ‘Savannah Smiles’ which 


was shot in the Salt Lake City area of Utah..... Tammy 


Wynette portrayed the wife of Mel Tillis in a recently 
filmed segment of the U.S. TV series Love Boat... 


Willie Nelson and his family returned from holiday in 
Hawaii the CBS Records star looks forward to his 
London trip and further film projects, ‘The Red Headed 
Stranger’ and another on the life of rodeo great 
Freckles Brown....Johnny Cash is another CBS star on 
the film set, and June Carter Cash gets a piece of the 
action in ‘Murder In Coweta County’....Mickey Gilley’s 
Second Annual Picnic takes piace at Gilley’s Club on 
July 3 '4....The Statler Brothers have announced details 
of their 13th. Annual Happy Birthday U.S.A. 
Celebrations in their home town of Staunton, Virginia. 
The Statlers show, with their special guest Jerry Reed. 
closes the two day (July 4/5) event....Title of the 
upcoming Kendalls album on Mercury Records is 
‘Stickin’ Together’, on the same label listen out for 
Shylo and their debut single ‘Crime In The Streets’...... 


New Fan Clubs: Rodney Crowell. P.O. Box 2150, 
Hollywood, California 90028, U.S.A.....Little Ginny. 
Steve Hoye, Barn Green, Springfield, Chelmsford.....Jim 
Ed Brown and his sisters Maxine and Bonnie were recently 
reunited in the recording studios where they recaptured 
the close harmony sounds which won them recognition 
inthe ’60s.....BBC West Television recently included The 
Yellowstone Picnic Band in an upcoming series titled 
‘Country Train’ which is produced by Dennis Dick. The 
band will also appear on BBC Radio 2’s ‘Country Club’ 
when it is aired from The Royal Show at Stoneleigh on 


Those arch goons, the Cannon & Ball of British 
Country, The Duffy Brothers are to follow the example of 
U.S. country stars in marketing fashion wear. First into 
the shops will be designer jeans with three legs, 
emblazoned with the brand name logo ‘Duff Jeans’. 
Look out Nashville, they’re on their way to make an 
album....South Side Management of Nashville have 
signed an exclusive representation deal with Silk Cut 
Festival performer Wendy Holcombe.....Dolly Parton's 
younger sister Rachel Dennison plays Dolly’s part in the 
television version of ‘9 To 5’. ITV have bought the initial 
episodes of what now becomes a situation comedy 
series produced by Jane Fonda...Tess Marie born to Shelly 
West and Allen Frizzell makes Dottie West a 
grandma....Tammy Jones performs at the IFCO Banquet 
& Show in Nashville this month and then flics off to 
Florida for further performances. Taping it all for British 
consumption will be a BBC Wales TV team. 


Sincere condolences go to British ‘heavyweight’ 
country entertainer Tony Best and his wife Jean, on the 
sad loss of their son Mark, who was killed in an accident 
at his place of work on Monday 17th May. 

Aged 21 years, Mark was to have been married on the 
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19th June, so inturn our sympathies also go to his fiancé 
Hazel. 

Tony Best is well known to C.M.R.U. readers as the man 
who contributes our monthly North Wales & Border 
Counties Regional Report. 


The Duffy Bros., into Duff Jeans 
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ON THE ROAD 


The CHARLIE DANIELS BAND has 
embarked on a 75-city tour of the 
U.S. that covers 34,00 miles, 
returning them to Tennessee in 
time for an appearance at the 
Knoxville WORLD'S FAIR July 10th. 


SHOWTIME’s 90 minute A COUNTRY 
MUSIC TRIBUTE TO KITTY WELLS began 
airing May 15th. TAMMY WYNETTE 
hosts with guest performances by 
TOM T. HALL. HANK WILLIAMS JR., MERLE 
KILGORE. CHARLY McCLAIN. ROY ACUFF 
and Miss KITTY herself. 


The COUNTRY MUSIC HALL OF FAME and 
MUSEUM has expanded its 
attractions in time for the ‘82 
tourist season -- and FAN FAIR 
participants. It’s a new exhibit of 
“THE STYLES OF COUNTRY MUSIC” -- 
cowboy, honky-tonk, bluegrass, 
contemporary, western swing and 
cajun. Things to see include an old 
jukebox with flashing lights, neon 
signs and the mechanical bull that 
was featured in the URBAN COWBOY 
film, a gift from MICKEY GILLEY. 


AWARDS 


The recent 17th Annual ACADEMY OF 
COUNTRY MUSIC AWARDS SHOW on 
NBC-TV was hosted by DOTTIE 
WEST. MICKEY GILLEY and CONWAY 
TWITTY. Among the winners of this 
year’s HATS were ALABAMA, who took 
home an award trio, Entertainer of 
the Year.... Vocal Group and 
Album of the Year; MERLE HAGGARD 
and BARBARA MANDRELL were Best 
Male Female Vocalists; JUICE 
NEWTON and RICKY SKAGGS for Best 
New Female ‘Male Vocalists. The 
duet team of SHELLY WEST and DAVID 
FRIZZELL copped both the Top Duet 
and Song Of The Year honours. 
The OAK RIDGE BOYS' “Elvira” took 
home another one for Single Of 
The Year. EVERY WHICH WAY YOU CAN 
was awarded the TEX RITTER AWARD 
for Best Movie honours, presented 
by the RITTER sons. TOM and JOHN 


U.S. T.V. NEWS 


SHELLY WEST and ALLEN FRIZZELL 
welcomed their new daughter, TESS 
MARIE. on April 27th and she made 
her network television debut (via 
video film) during the ACM show 
just two days later! 


LORETTA LYNN has been in Nashville 
recording studios and having long 
proven she is a lady who can do 
more than one thing at a time, was 
filmed for a quest spot on NBC-TV’s 
ENTERTAINMENT TONIGHT series. While 
in L.A. to make a return visit to 
JOHNNY CARSON'S TONIGHT show, she 
also filmed the RICHARD SIMMONS 
exercise show. Following FAN FAIR in 
dune, she returns to Hollywood to 
film an episode of FANTASY ISLAND for 
viewing during the 1982-83 
television season.....Meantime MCA 
& ELEKTRA records have given the go- 
ahead for another duet LP from 
LORETTA and CONWAY TWITTY. Work is 
expected to commence soon. 


JOHNNY CASH will star in a two-hour 
CBS-TV movie, MURDER IN COWETA 
COUNTY. JUNE CARTER CASH has been 
set for the leading female role in the 
suspense drama, slated for airing 
during the 1982-83 season. Filming 
begins this month in Georgia. The 
story is based on an actual 1948 
crime, with CASH portraying the 
law-and-order type sheriff. 


FAN FAIR 


Upwards of 12,000 country music 
enthusiasts from around the world 
had reportedly registered for the 
11th Annual FAN FAIR in Nashville by 
April’s end. Tentative scheduling for 
the week’s presentations include 
the CELEBRITY SOFTBALL GAME on June 
7th. Shows in the Grandstand will 
be presented by the SONGWRITERS. 
AMI, INTERNATIONAL SHOW. CBS, 
PLANTATION/SUN. BLUEGRASS SHOW. 
POLYGRAM. MCA. MIXED LABEL SHOW. 
DIMENSION. the HALL OF FAME SHOW 
(replacing the REUNION SHOW): and on 
Saturday the 12th, THE ALL AMERICAN 
COUNTRY GAMES. Tentative plans 
include the presentation of a stock 
car race. The GRAND MASTERS FIDDLIN’ 
CONTEST will be held at the OPRYLAND 
GASLIGHT THEATRE on Sunday 
morning at 10.00am. 


That HALL OF FAME SHOW is set to 
headline EDDIE ARNOLD with ROY ACUFF. 
GOVERNOR JIMMY DAVIS. GRANDPA JONES. 
PEE WEE KING. BILL MONROE. MINNI PEARL. 
GRANT TURNER, ERNEST TUBB. KITTY 
WELLS. CHET ATKINS. MERLE TRAVIS and 
HANK SNOW. 


The 15th Annual INTERNATIONAL FAN 
CLUB ORGANISATION’s dinner and 
show will be held on Wednesday 
evening, June 9 with the sixth 
Annual IFCO NEW COUNTRY SHOWCASE 
scheduled during the dinner 
portion of the festivities. The Show 
gets underway in the Grandstand 
at 8.00pm headlined by LORETTA 
LYNN. RAZZY BAILEY. the traditional 
SURPRISE GUEST (featuring one of the 
music industry’s hottest acts), BIG 
AL DOWNING. PEGGY FORMAN. GEORGE 
HAMILTON IV and LULU ROMAN will be 
included in the presentation. More 
acts will be announced 
momentarily. IFCO admission is 
not included in the FAN FAIR 
REGISTRATION PACKAGE. Advance 
tickets must be ordered from 
IFCO, Box 177, Wild Horse, Co. 
80862. Dinner show tickets are 
$13 per show only are $8.50 and 
had to be ordered prior to April 
20th to assure mail delivery. Show 
tickets will be available in the 
registration area of the State Fair 
Grounds in Nashville ‘tho dinner 
show tickets will not. 


ACCIDENTS 


TRACY KRISTOFFERSON. 20 year old 
daughter of KRIS KRISTOFFERSON. 
recived serious internal and head 
injuries when she was thrown from 
a motorcyle operated by OLYMPIC 


gold medal speed skater, ERIC 
HEIDEN. The accident occurred 
when Heiden passed a camper ata 
high rate of speed then braked to 
avoid a dog that ran into the path 
and was struck by a camper. 
California Highway Patrol cited 
Heiden, who suffered scrapes and 
bruises, for speeding. The accident 
caused Kris Kristofferson to cancel 
his remaining European Festival 
committments, following his 
acclaimed appearance at 
Wembley this easter. 


ELEKTRA’s EDDY RAVEN suffered a 
broken index finger during a trip 
from Bossier City, La. to Fort Worth 
for an appearance at BILLY BOB’s. 
Raven was walking thru his bus 
when the vehicle hit a large bump, 
causing the door dividing the 
lounge and bunk areas to slam shut 
on his hand...but the show went on. 


ARTISTES ON 
THE MOVE.... 


ARTISTES ON THE MOVE...MARGO SMITH 
and SLIM WHITMAN to TOP BILLING 
INTERNATIONAL. MUNDO EARWOOD to 
BUDDY LEE ATTRACTIONS. MICHAEL 
MURPHY to MONTEREY PENINSULA 
ARTISTS, OZARK MOUNTAIN DAREDEVILS 
to GOOD MUSIC CO.. Minneapolis, Mn. 


RONNIE PROPHET has re-located his 
offices at 1030-17th Avenue South 
in Nashville. 


ROY CLARK now signed to the Tulsa- 
based CHURCHILL RECORDS & VIDEO 
LTD.. has his first single already out, 
“The Paradise Knife & Gun Club.” 
His first album for the label, “The 
Roy Clark Show Live From Austin 
City Limits,” debut’s June Ist. 
Clark and producer, JOE BOB 
BARNHILL have been in Nashville 
studios on an upcoming project... 


EDDIE RABBITT returns to the MGM 
GRAND in Las Vegas on four separate 
occasions this year....over 
Memorial Day, Fourth of July and 
the Labour Day weekends, plus one 
week during October. CBS-TV will air 
an EDDIE RABBITT SPECIAL this Fall, 
with many segments taped during 
live concerts. 


MARGO SMITH after touring the 
midwest last month, heads for a 13 
day stint in Germany immediately 
after the FAN FAIR celebration in 
Nashville. 


JIM ED BROWN. who spent six years 
co-starring in the syndicated 
NASHVILLE ON THE ROAD series, will be 
featured in the upcoming situation 
comedy pilot, 1-40 PARADISE. 


BOB EVEKHART's NATIONAL OLD TIME 
COUNTRY MUSIC CONTEST and PIONEER 
EXPOSITION. now in its seventh year, 
is moving to larger quarters....the 
POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTRY FAIRGROUNDS 
in Avoca, Ia. Details and 
information regarding contests and 
events are available from Everhart 
at 106 Navajo. Council Bluffs, Ia. 
51501. 
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11. Another Honky Tonk Night 
12. A Country Boy Can Survive 
13. Don’t Look Back 

14. You'll Be Back 

15. ALittle Bit Crazy 

16. Kansas City Lights 

17. ILie 

18. Tears Of The Lonely 

19. Someday Soon 

Speak Softly 


STRONG ACTION SINGLES: 


Sorry we missed the official 
preview of TWITTY CITY on May 5th. 
Congratulations, CONWAY TWITTY. 
on opening one of Nashville’s 
finest fan-tourist attractions! The 
multi-million dollar complex is 
located at 1 Music Village Blvd., in 
Hendersonville, across the street 
from JOHNNY CASH’s HOUSE OF CASH. 


Also apologise for being unable to 
attend the special screening of 
GOLD COAST FILMS’ SAVANNAH SMILES in 
Nashville April 22nd. Our thanks 
to MAE BOREN AXTON and the staff for 
thinking of us. 


: Eo he 
And speaking of MAE AXTON...she’s 
going to be a beaming 
Grandmother once again when 
HOYT & DONNA welcome their first 
child in early winter. HOYT’s LIARS 
MOON film is now released and 
plans are underway for the next. an 
AURORA FILMS project. AMERICAN 
BEAUTY in which he plays the father 
of the first female Drag Racer, 
SHIRLEY MULDOWNEY. HOYT AXTON is 
currently touring the UK (dates 
elsewhere), 


The 8 day JIMMIE RODGERS MEMORIAL 
FESTIVAL in Meridian, Ms., (May 
22nd) featured the talents of ERNEST 
TUBB. RICKY SKAGGS. CHARLIE LOUVIN. 
GEORGE STRAIT. PEE WEE KING. BOXCAR 
WILLIE, KITTY WELLS, EDDY RAVEN. MOE 
BANDY, LEE GREENWOOD. REDD STEWART 
and “Rattlesnake” ANNIE McGOWAN. 
All shows held in the 1,633 seat 
TEMPLE THEATRE. 


Si-Lon 


KNIX-Tempe. Az.: WMNI-Columbus, Oh.: KEED-Eugene. Or.: KEBC-Oklahoma City. Ok.: WROZ-Evansville. In.: 
KFYO-Lubbock, Tx.: WWVA-Wheeling. W.V.: KSOP-Salt Lake City. Ut.: KVOO-Tulsa, Ok.: KSON-San Diego, Ca.: 
WHBF-Rock Island. II.: KEEN-San Jose. Ca.: KGA-KDRK-Spokane. Wa.: WNGC-Athens, Ga.: WPWC-Dumfries. 
Va.: KSSS-Colorado Springs. Co.: KRAK-Sacramento. Ca.: WSLR-Akron, Oh.: WBRD-Bradenton, Fl.: KROB- 
Robstown, Tx.: KUTI-Yakima. Wa.: KTOM-Salinas. Ca.: KWMT-Fort Dodge. la.: KWSW-Cleveland. Oh.: WNDU- 
South Bend, In.: WXOX-Bay City. Mi.: KKYX-San Antonio, Tx.: WIRE-Indianapolis, In.: KFRM-Salina, Ks.: 
KKAL-Arroyo Grande. Ca.: WJJC-Commerce. Ga.: WHN-New York. N.Y.: WCXI-Detroit. Mi.: KSON-San Diego, Ca.: 
KYNN-Omaha. Ne.: WEEP-Pittsburgh. Pa.: WQIX-Horseheads. N.Y.: KDAF-AM-Kansas City. Mo.: WQZQ- 
Chesapeake, Va.: WIBG-Ocean City. N.J. 
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1. Mountain Music ALABAMA 
2. Always On My Mind WILLIE NELSON 
3. You Never Gave Up On Me CRYSTAL GAYLE 
4. Single Women DOLLY PARTON 
5. Just To Satisfy You WAYLON & WILLIE 
6. Round The Clock Lovin’ GAIL DAVIES 
7. Same Ole Me GEORGE JONES 
8. Busted JOHN CONLEE 
9. If You're Thinking You Want A Stranger © GEORGE STRAIT 

10. Crying My Heart Out Over You RICKY SKAGGS 


DAVID & SHELLY 
HANK WILLIAMS, JR. 
GARY MORRIS 
STATLER BROTHERS 
EDDIE RAVEN 

STEVE WARINER 
LORETTA LYNN 
MICKEY GILLEY 
MOE BANDY 

GENE WATSON 


Take Me To The Country-MEL McDANIEL ' For All The Wrong Reasons-BELLAMY BROTHERS 
Every Time You Cross My Mind-RAZZY BAILEY Dealing With The Devil-MERLE HAGGARD 


RCA’s SUE POWELL. formerly with the 
DAVE & SUGAR trio for four years, has 
signed a personal management 
pact with DAVID SNOWDEN of PREFERRED 
ARTIST MANAGEMENT. INC.. based in 
Louisville, Ky. 


ade, 


HANK WILLIAMS JR.. was recently in 
Alaska on a bear hunting 
expedition. 


Is is true MARTY ROBBINS plans to 
return to auto racing? He is said to 
be preparing his car for the 
FIRECRACKER 400 on duly 4th at 
Daytona Beach, FI. 


TOM T. HALL has been telling the 
stories of the OPRYLAND 
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Country Singles 


COMPILED IMPARTIALLY each month using individual chart listings 
received in this office. This month’s REPORTING STATIONS: 


RCA PB-13019 

Columbia 18-02741 
Columbia 18-02718 

RCA PB-13057 

RCA PB-13073 

Warner Bro. WBS-50004 
Epic 14-02696 

MCA 52008 

MCA 51228 

Epic 14-02692 7 
Warner Bros./Viva WBS 50007 
Elektra/Curb E-47257 
Warner Bros. WBS 50017 
Mercury 76142 

Elektra E-47413 

RCA PB-13072 

MCA 51226 

Epic 14-02774 

Columbia 18-02735 

MCA 52009 


ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX in so many 
different facets that he is becoming 
known as “The Voice” of Opryland. 


Hall, a member of the GRAND OLE 
OPRY and supporter of tourism in 
Tennessee, has recently completed 
narration of an audio visual 
production that employs 237 slides, 
several projectors and optical 
trailers, plus the soundtrack from 
Opryland’s live show and scenes of 
Nashville. Tom T. will entice 
viewers to use the facilities at 
OPRYLAND ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX in 
this presentation that will be used 
as a sales tool for OPRYLAND U.S.A.. 
OPRYLAND TRAVEL and OPRYLAND 
PRODUCTIONS. 


ONE LINERS 


BARBARA MANDRELL recently received 
the first distinquised TENNESSEE 
SPORTS HALL OF FAME. The award was 
in recognition of Barbara’s 
contribution to the community and 
state in support of sports. 


TOMMY OVERSTREET has been voted 
Entertainer of the Year by the 
INTERNATIONAL RODEO ASSOCIATION for 
the third straight year. 


HAZE B. JONES. Owner and President 
of ATLAS ARTIST BUREAU has 
announced JOHNNY WALKER has 
joined the Staff as Vice President, 
while he still continues as keyboard 
player for ERNEST TUBB’s TEXAS 
TROUBADOURS. 


T.G. SHEPPARD is filming a concept 
video for his current single, 
“Finally”. 


JEANNIE C. RILEY. JIM ED BROWN, RAY 
STEVENS. BRENDA LEE, JERRY REED and 
others will join Tennessee 
Governor, LAMAR ALEXANDER in a 
television commerical promoting a 
cleaner Tennessee for the WORLD'S 
FAIR visitors. 


LEE DAVIS WILDS. 79, a ukulele-playing 
comedian and half of the JAMUP & 
HONEY duo of the GRAND OLE OPRY. died 
March 30th. He joined the OPRY in 
1931 and was there for many 
years. Our condolances to his 
family. 


Photos: Brian Shelley 
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WILLIE 


NELSON 


ON RECORD 


In country they don’t come much bigger, 
much better, than Mr. Willie Nelson. 


Hear his latest album, Always On My Mind! 
11 songs, old and new. 

11 songs destined to become 

country music classics — 

including Wilhe’s current single, 

the title track Always On My Mind? 


Album: CBS 85685 Cassette: CBS 40/85685 


Also available: 


Willie Nelson’s Greatest Hits 


(& Some That Will Be) 
Album: CBS 88567 Cassette: CBS 40/88567 


Blue Skies 


Album: CBS 10025 Cassette: CBS 40/10025 
and many more 


IN TOWN 


It's the event on this year's 
country music calendar. 

Willie Nelson live in London. 
Catch him if you can at the 
HAMMERSMITH ODEON, 
JUNE 7th and 8th. 
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This month:- 
LOU ANN BARTON IS OLD ENOUGH 
EAGLES SPEAK OUT 


JIMMY BUFFET, GRAM PARSONS, 
and so much more 


Lou Ann Barton is from Texas and a “good ole boy”’. She is 
fast livin’, hard drinkin’ and tough talkin’. She can flood 
a honky tonk with cowboy tears or she can shake the 
rafters. Such is the power of Lou Ann Barton. Lou Ann’s 
influences are not totally country, but encompass some 
of the finest girl singers in the music business. Patsy 
Cline. Arlene Smith. Wanda Jackson. Tina Turner, just to 
mention a few. This is manifest on Ms. Barton’s new 
U.S. release “Old Enough” (Asylum), with tracks like 
Marshall Crenshaw's “Brand New Lover’, Allen 
Toussaint’s “It’s Raining” (marvellous Al Garth sax solo), 
“Maybe”, a Chantel’s standard, “It Ain’t Right”, “Finger 
Poppin’ Time” and “Every Night Of The Week”. The 
raunchy production by Jerry Wexler and Glen Frey. is 
perfected by allowing Lou Ann Barton her head.... 


Speaking of Glen Frey. Glen was asked if the 

Eagles would re-unite? The answer was graphic. “The 
Eagles are a seventies band and should stay there’’. But 
wi! they re-unite? “They will. When I get Parkinson's 
disease and puke my guts out for the rest of my life”. Get 
plenty of paper bags in the studio boys. No one will 
convince me that the Eagles are finished. Glen, 
incidentally, is pinning his hopes on his debut solo 
album released this month. Entitled “No Fun Aloud”. 
the album features Jimmy Buffett and tennis stars John 
McEnroe and Peter Rennade on backup vocals. I wonder if 
“Supermouth’ arqued with the producer?...It seems that 
all former Eagles are plagued with attacts garbage 
verbosity. Don Henley. could have caught it from Glen 
Frey, when he gave forth with “I’m sick of reading Patti 
Davis’ claim that she wrote a song for the Eagles. Leadon 
penned seventy-five to eighty per cent of the song, with 
Patti adding a few words. The song was smarmy 
cocktail music and certainly not something the Eagles 
are proud of”. 


Footnote:- The song that Don Henley is so rabid about 
is “I! Wish You Peace” from the “One Of These Nights” 
album. Oh by the way, Patti Davis is the daughter of 
President Reagan....Meanwhile Bernie Leadon savs 
Patti wrote half the song and doesn’t understand the 
“smarmy cocktail music”’ reference, but he really likes 
Don. I just love this scandal. I note Don Henley’s debut 
solo album is “I Can’t Stand Still”. to be released in 
duly. It is still not known whether it will contain the 
song “I Wish You Peace”’. 


Riding high in the American ‘rock’ charts, Bonnie Raitt 
“Green Light’’. Jimmy Buffett “Somewhere Over 
China”, Juice Newton “Juice”. Emmylou Harris 
“Cimarron” and Molly Hatchet “Take No Prisoners”. 


Jimmy Buffet is found in a philosophical mood on 
“Somewhere Over China” (MCA import). Jimmy 
seems to be trying to get away from those Florida Keus 
where cowboys ride the waves instead of broncs. but 
doesn’t quite make it. The album sees Buffett ina 
period of transition. Maybe the next one will be more 
definite, but it’s still a very enjoyable album. A review 
forthcoming upon British release. 


Bonnie Raitt s new single is “Me & The Boys” ‘Keep This 
Heart In Mind” (Warners). 


Free Spirt, who's new album, ‘Sayin’ What’s To Say” 
(MIJ), should be destined to be a big seller are playing 
gigs in St. Tropez this month. They certainly get 
around a bit. 


It seems that Big R Records and I think alike. Last 
year, when I reviewed the then new Colorado album, 
“Tennessee Inspiration”. I selected “Green Fields Of 
France” as ‘the’ track. The company have now 
released it as a single, with the ‘long’ version on the ‘A’ 
side and a shorter version on the flip. If this could pick 
up the needed airplays, I reckon it would chart. The 
number to ask for is Big R BRS 09. 


Roy Drusky is enjoying his re-vitalised career. with 
appearances at the country music festivals in London. 
Berlin, Frankfurt and Zurich, dispite a cancelled British 
tour and radio and TV work. 


Gerry Ford's single is “Let's Hear It For The Workin’ 
Man” is a Max D. Barnes composition. backed with 
Gerry's own “I’m Getting Better. 


Kenny Seratt is set to be a grandpa for the first time next 
month. He'll be back touring in September. 


Howard Vokes. that excellent, but little known 
traditionalist, has a fine album on import. Entitled 
“Tragedy & Disaster In Country Songs”. the album is 
‘heavy’ with fiddle and dobro, it contains Howard’s 
versions of “Old Shep”, “Willie Roy. The Cripple Boy”. 
“The Miner”. “Put My Little Shoes Away”, “The 
Sinking Of The Titanic”. “Death Of Kathy Fiscus”. 
“His Last Ride”. “The Tragedy Of Chicago”, “Cyclone 
At Rycove”. “Death On The Highway”, “Engineer's 
Last Ride’’. “Yellow Tombstone”. “Mommy Please 
Stav Home With Me” and “Don’t Make Me Go To Bed 
& I'll Be Good”. This excellent record is available on 
Starday 258. 


nn 


Jimmy Buffett has new release 


Look out for Dave Bryan & Moonshine?? Also Leeds 
based solo Gordon Lemondine continues to build up a 
large following throughout the north. 


Guy Clark has been opening the Emmylou Harris show in 
America. At the Nashville concert the audience 
included Rosanne Cash. Rodney Crowell and half of the 
Oak Ridge Boys. 


The latest single from the Oak Ridge Boys is recent U.S. 
chart topper, “Bobbie Sue”, a really fine rocker. Flip 
side for the British market is, “I Wish You Were Here” 
(MCA 773). 


The late Tim Hardin gains yet another airing on 
“Homecoming Concert”. This collection of songs, 
recorded at Hardin's last gig, in his hometown of 
Eugene, Oregon, contains all the hits, “If 1 Were A 
Carpenter”, “Lady Came From Baltimore’”’, “Reason 
To Believe”, “Black Sheep Boy”, “Misty Roses”, “Hang 
On To A Dream”. “Red Balloon” and a Hank Williams 
tribute. This, in itself. is a fitting tribute to a talent 
prematurely snuffed out. 


The rock and “new wave” artistes are turning more 
and more into country. Latest in the line, Nick Cave. 
“Birthday Party’. has now recorded songs by Kris 
Kristofferson and Johnny Cash. 
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PILE 


Pete Smith 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the following Gemini and Cancer people. 


Pat Boone (1st). Carl Butler (2nd), Michael Clarke (3rd), Freddy Fender (4th), Don Reid & Mitch Jayne (5th). 
Benny Birchfield (6th). Bonnie Brown & Wynn Stewart (7th), Vernon Oxford & Clyde Beavers (8th), Wilma 
Burgess (11th). Dennis Locorriere (13th), Burl Ives (14th). Waylon Jennings (15th). Billy ‘Crash’ Craddock & 
Joe Stampley (16th), Chet Atkins, Jimmy Driftwood & Ann Murray (20th), Kris Krisofferson & Roy Drusky 
(22nd), June Carter Cash & Diana Trask (23rd). Clifton Chenier (25th). Doc Williams (26th). 


Returning to Britain after a six year absence. Jackson 
Browne. He plays the Hammersmith Odeon, London on 
duly 12th to 15th inclusive, backed by Doug Haywood 
(vocals, guitars), Danny Kortchmar (guitars), Craig 
Doerge (keyboards) and Russ Kunkel (drums). 


Neil Young is expected to sign with RCA. Whilst former 
Beatle. Ringo Starr. will have his new album produced by 
another former “Eagle”. Joe Walsh. 


Elvis Costello (I’ve found another excuse to mention this 
be-spectacled wonder) comes up country again with a 
new three track single. Songs are ““Wonderin’”, “Johnny 
Cash's Cry Cry Cry” and Gram Parsons’ “I’m Your Toy”. 
The label is F-Beat...Speaking of Gram Parsons what 
about “Live” (Sierra)? Recorded in March 1973 for a 
Long Island radio station. the album features “Big 
Mouth Blues”, “Cry One More Time”’, “New Soft 
Shoe”. “Love Hurts”. “Drug Store Truck Drivin’ Man” 
and more. Gram is backed by The Fallen Angels. with Nei! 
Flanz on steel and Jock Bartley (remember Firefall?) on 
guitar. 


I note Crystal Gayle is endorsing Electro-Voice 
microphones. 


There are certainly some sick people around. Recently 
somebody stole a three hundred pound marble slab 
from the graveside of Ronnie Van Zandt. late leader of 
Lynyrd Skynyrd. and dumped it in a dry river bed. The slab 
was inscribed to the late Ronnie by his close friend 
Charlie Daniels 


[had personal pleasure in noting the Chuck Fowler Band 
gained second place at the Wembley Talent Contest 
Finals. He has certainly paid his dues over the years. 


June Kenny has just finished her mid-western tour. four 
and a half months in sub-zero temperatures and is now 
taking six weeks off to concentrate on songwriting. 
dune tells me of a club that pays fifty dollars for “best 
song” and two hundred dollars and a week’s vacation 
in Acapulco for the “best looking gal in blue jeans. And 
this from a supposedly country music club, 


Well that just about covers it for this month - till next - 
keep on keepin’ on. 


x 
ridge PRESENTING THE SECOND tox 


yy Ladbroke Country Music Family Weekend 


£39.00 per Adult 


Friday 23rd July to 
Sunday 25th July 82 


wx 4 
Children under 14 years accommodation free. + 
Dxe 


Ladbroke Mercury Hotel, Watford 
200 yards from M1. Junction 5 > 


SPONSORED BY J.R. PHILLIPS & CO., LTD., JIM BEAM 


Once again a fabulous fun packed weekend for the whole family. Great Country Bands, Cararet 
and Dancing. First class accommodation and all meals inclusive. Children under 14 years 
sharing parents bedroom £10.00 for all meals. 


yx Value for money Weekend 
Full entertainment programme 


All bedrooms with private bathroom. 
colour TV and radio, telephone. 
plus tea and coffee 


Free Holiday to be won 
Parking for 400 cars 
ENQUIRIES TO: WATFORD (0923) 35881 


CABARET: 


! 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

l ; 

l £3.00 deposit per person 

: 
I 

| 
; 7 

I 
L 


Send in your booking form now to go into the holiday draw 
LADBROKES MERCURY HOTEL. WATFORD SIGNED 
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SLIM PICKINS (Friday night). 


PLEASE TICK 


: 


ARTISTS 

- The Roxon Road Show 
Ellie Scott with Southern Blend 
Stewart Bros. with First Chapter 


Terry Anne 
@ Mississippi Showboat 


Al Barrett @ The Linemen 
Hobo 
Companies Coming 


DUFFY BROTHERS (Saturday night) 


| 
f 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 


-—— — — 
ADDRESS 


PLEASE STATE 


Family room F3 or F4 


State number of children aged 
14 yrs or under 


ed 
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Dear Editor 


Through the columns of your very 
excellent magazine may | take the 
opportunity of thanking the many 
Country fans who took the time and 
trouble in writing to me after our 
highly successful Country Festival 
at Prestatyn. It was a pleasure to 
read their views and comments and 
I assure you, as I assured them, 
their requests will most certainly be 
considered for the future. May I also 
thank your reporter Mick Green for 
his very fair coverage of the 
Prestatyn event - his assessment 
was accurate, his praise liberal and 
his criticism constructive - the 
epitome of good journalism! His 
reference to the gun firing is totally 
warranted and we are extremely 
concerned at this growing problem. 
There is no doubt that. if not 
arrested - and soon - someone will 
get hurt, and I can assure all those 
as concerned as | am, that from now 
on, every step will be taken to 
ensure that guns will not be fired in 
the Concert Hall or any other 
crowded area for tha. m_tter. There 
is no way we would wish to impose 
on your freedom to enjoy what is 
your holiday, but comme. sense 
must prevail and I am sure the 
majority will agree with any stand 
we may take. 


Finally, because of internal re- 
organisation within our Company. I 
now find myself booking the 
artistes, bands, films etc., not only 
for Prestatyn and Hemsby, but also 
for Brean Sands and, along with my 
co-organiser, friend and colleaque 
Bob Chapple, look forward to 
meeting you at one or all of the 
Pontin Country Festivals during the 
next year - and don't forget that 
your recommendations, requests or 
ideas will be very welcome, for there 
is no way that we will lose sight of 
the fact that the Country Festivals 
are designed to give you the music 
you want to hear, the artistes you 
want to see in a family atmosphere 
and at a reasonable price. Take 
care. 

Yours faithfully 

Jim Kennedy 

Entertainments Executive 

Pontins Limited 


Dear Sir 
I have just finished reading the May 
issue of C.M.R.U. and was 


disappointed to find that in the 
reviews written by Mick Green and 
Tony Best, on the Pontin’s Week at 
Prestatyn there was no mention of 
Tommy Keenan's terrific 
performance at the Friday night 
shows. 

There were many amongst the 
audience who had not seen him 
before, but I know that with Tommy 
it’s ‘once seen, never forgotten’. 


I wonder whether the crowd he 
entertained forgot him as quickly 


as Tony Best seems to have done. 


We are all aware of the fact that it’s 
such as Miki & Griff, Tammy Cline 
and Mustang are excellent, but 
isn’t it about time the newer, lesser 
known names received a fairer deal. 
After all, Tommy got up on that 
stage and won over the entire 
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audience with his unique style of 
singing and entertaining and talent 
like that should not go unpraised. It 
should also be noted that Vision, 
from Oxfordshire. provided 
excellent backing for Tommy's set. 


Finally. | would like to say what 
fantastic value the Pontins Country 
Weeks are and also to wish Tommy 
the same sort of success. but better 
coverage from the reporters, when 
he appears at Hemsby Festivals in 
October. 


Yours faithfully 

Mrs S. Lovell 

20 Glen Eagles Drive 
Great Barr Birmingham 


Dear Eds 


Having just returned from another 
country week at Pontins Brean 
Sands, I'd just like to say ‘well 
done’ to anyone involved in the 
running of things. 


Although there were less bands 
than last year. obviously due to the 
fact that there were less fans, this 
week of country fun was still up to 
standard. 

The resident bands Mustang, 
Burnt Ash and Hickory Lake all did 
a great job and all seemed to go 
down very well. One definite plus 
for another of these weeks must be 
Expressions, who stole the show 
with their appearance on 
Thursday. 


There was only one disappointing 
fact that was that “guns” were still 
being fired after 6 o'clock although 
there was a sign up in the main 
foyer saying not to fire them. This 
pointless shooting could result in 
an end to these weeks at Brean 
which would spoil a lot more 
peoples fun. 


Anyway having made a lot of new 
friends and having caught up witha 
lot of old ones, I think the only thing 
left for me to say is a special 
thankyou to all the blue-coats who 
not only joined in but worked hard 
all week. Thanks Pontins 


Yours faithfully 

Andrea Hutchings (Age 16) 
44 Rockwell Green 
Wellington Somerset 


OPEN LETTER 
Dear Sir 


As an ardent fan of one the 
country’s most up and coming 
country bands “‘Moonshine”’, | was 
severly disappointed by the total 
lack of coverage by your paper of 
their recent accomplishments. 
After being together only a few 
weeks as a five piece band they 
successfully backed, Warner Mack 
on his first British Tour and I might 
add did a first class job. The tour 
finished with a gig at Pontins 
Prestatyn and although there were 
C.M.R.U. reporters at most 
venues and the others were well 
enough advertised so the 
reporters, if they would do their 
jobs properly, should have been 
there. 


They did two live radio recordings, 
one for Hereford West and one for 
Radio Humberside at which Tex 
Milne Humberside’s DJ said that 
“Moonshine” was the best country 
band he had heard in years. They 
finally played at Wembley Festival 
which was quite an achievement 
considering the time they have 
been together and did an excellent 
job in backing Warner Mack, such 
an excellent job, may Ladd, that 
they were asked by Mervyn Conn 
personally to appear the following 
night on Wembley Main Stage on 
their own without Warner Mack 
who was already on his way back 


to the U.S.A. 


So my question is this, why did 
they not get the write up they 
deserved, [have read many letters 
in your paper where people ask 
why British Bands don’t get a 
break and the reason is that they 
don't get the reports they deserve. 
Here is a unique opportunity to 
report ona British Band holding 
their own against the Yanks, yet 
nobody knows because nobody 
bothered to report it. 


Talent will always shine through, 
but you could help them along a 
little after all C.M.R.U. is supposed 
to be a British Country Music 
Paper. so get some British Acts in it 
and let the British fans read about 
British Bands doing their best and 
if the reporters can’t be bothered to 
go to venues, get some who can be 
bothered, otherwise your paper will 
become just another ill informed 
rag. So come on C.M.R.U. give the 
lads the recognition they deserve. 


Yours faithfully 
Terence Peace 

52 Bradford Road 
East Ardsley 

Nr. Wakefield 


MICK GREEN REPLIES:- 

In answer to your complaints I feel 
the following points should be 
made. 


(1) The band Moonshine had 
been in existence only a “few 
weeks” (your quotes not mine). 
have they paid their dues yet? 
There are surely lots of other bands 
that have been established longer 
that have not had adequate 
coverage. 


(2) The copy for regional reviews 
has to be written about a month in 
advance so most were probably 
written before the band was even 
formed, although I note very up-to- 
date photo’s of Dave Bryan and 
Warner Mack did appear ina 
regional review. 


(3) Iwas at the Wembley and 
Prestatyn gigs and although the 
band performed creditably enough 
they surely did nothing to ensure 
rave reviews, in fact, they were only 
booked as a backing band for 
Warner Mack and if he hadn’t been 
there neither would they! And 
additionally Warner Mack himself 
was an unbilled last minute 
addition at Wembley due to 
Grandpa Jones dropping out. 


(4) Atthe second house at 
Pontins I doubt if the concert hall 
was one third full at the end of the 
Warner Mack show. With limited 
space do you expect the backing 
band to be covered when acts like 
White Mansions, Tammy Cline and 
Billy Armstrong get standing 
ovations from full houses. 


(5) Aslunderstood it, here was a 
band put together by Dave Bryan to 
back Warner Mack, yes they did a 
good job and their own segment of 
the show was good as well...and 
incidently the evening was good 
value for money. But will the band 
still be around next year? 


(6) British bands have got to 
learn to believe in themselves. I did 
not receive one piece of info on the 
band from them or their agents! In 
contrast Ramuda sent details and 
photo and got covered! I have more 
than 50 venues and more than 100 
bands in my area that I know of. If 
they want publicity they must get in 
touch with me, I simply cannot 
afford to ring and write to all of 
them. 


(8) Ithink I support British acts as 
much as any journalist. I go out of 
my way to see as many acts as 
possible for both Round-Up and 
‘Stage’ publications, but when 
comparing British acts with 
American, I recognise we will only 
be equal when we produce bands 
like the ‘Hot Band’, songwriters like 
Kristofferson, stage performers 
like Cash, etc. And any journalist 
worth his salt must keep those 
standards in mind when reviewing. 
finally..... 

(9) As far as the regional 
reporters are concerned it has been 
said before in C.M.R.U. usually all 
they get is a lot of abuse and a lot of 
expense for trying to give you and 
the other fans an insight into what is 
happening in their area. And if you 
think our British coverage is bad, 
look at the opposition! Like 
democracy it may not be perfect 
but it’s the best you’ve got! 


PLEASE KEEP 
YOUR LETTER 
TO THE ED’S 
BRIEF. 


THE RIGHT TO REPLY 


I read Mr. Keith Newton’s caustic 
comments about my band the 
Ashfield Ramblers, I can at least 
endorse his comment about being 
glad to get off stage. 


We were told to arrive early for a 
sound check, this was then 
arrogantly denied us by the “sound 
engineers” (dare I really call them 
that). Eventually some bands did 
get a sound check, though we did 
not. We were however, asked what 
our requirements were, only to find 
when we got on stage nothing had 
been done up to that point. so the 
direct inputs we had asked for were 
totally untested. Therefore Mr. 
Newton perhaps you should have 
questioned why my solo sounded 
like a “high speed scrape”. Also 
that the overall situation could do 
nothing to enhance our 
performance. 


I would further point out that we 
had played similar programmes in 
the previous heats, successfully. 
otherwise we wouldn't have got to 
Wembley and on each of those 
occasions we had been given a 
sound check. 


I suggest Mr. Newton that if you 
were really capable at your job, as 
reporter, you would have found 
upon investigation, that some 
bands from the morning session 
were threatening a_ walkout 
because of the unfairness over 
sound checks. I would add that my 
band was not one of them. 
although we were very angry. 


It seems a strange coincidence 
that only 2 bands from the 
morning session had a sound 
check prior to going on stage, and 
4 or more in the afternoon. Those 
elected to go through to the Grand 
Finals were 2 from the morning 
session and 4 from the afternoon 
session. Need I say more. 


My advice to future contestants is 
don’t bother to enter, unless you 
wish to be “chewed up” and spat 
out as “cannon fodder” by every 
Tom, Dick or Harry that latches on 
to music in their various guises as 
“experts”. The music business 
cannot survive without musicians, 
and really we have the last laugh, 
we can if nothing else, play for our 
family and friends. Imagine having 
nothing to report on Mr. Newton, 
who would you direct your nasty 
thoughtless remarks upon then. 


Finally I would like to thank all our 
friends and fans in East Anglia for 
their marvellous support. 


Yours sincerely 

Sue Osgood, Ashfield Ramblers 
West View 

Westley Way 

Gt. Ashfield 

Bury St. Edmunds 

Suffolk 
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Will the real Boxcar Willie stand up please! Boxcar. the one onthe right that is. was 


One of THE major stars of this years Silk Cut Festival. Now it seems dog lovers all 
over the world will get to know the name. this particular breed have been 


christened ‘Boxcar Willie’. 
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ASHFIELD RAMBLERS 


Let’s have a look at these “Nasty, 
thoughtless remarks”, 


Keith Newton writes : 


Ms. Osgood, says the band is 
capable of playing better. I wrote 
the same thing in my opening line. 
So we agree. 


She even endorses my comment 
that they must have been pleased 
to get off stage. So again we agree. 


My phrase “High speed scrape”, 
given a little journalistic license, 
was intended, if not accepted, as 
complimentary. Otherwise I would 
not have remarked that it came 
too late to matter. I did not as you 
can see refer to it as sounding like a 
high speed scrape. | hope we agree. 


Ramblers have to be cap; i 

than this. The East Anglian quartette had little going 

right for them on the day, and must have been p! 

ed to get off stage. 
EL: 


ANS: WING: OEE 


0.8.S."* (what else?) but by that time it was al 
late to matter. 


Which leaves it down to the sound 
engineers, to answer for the band’s 
lack of success in the finals!! 


I wish I had a pound note for every 
band that I have personally heard 
threaten to walk out of this Talent 
Competition over the years - I 
could paper the walls. It has 
ceased to become even 
noteworthy. Now if someone were 
to actually do it - | would be there to 
give it all the coverage that it 
would deserve . 


The absence of sound checks and 
the quality of the system, also by 
their constant repetition, are 
devoid of any news interest. They 
are so well documented and any 
band that embarks upon the 
competition should be aware of the 
position. If you doubt this please 
have a look at my review of the 
final of last year, or if you are not a 
regular reader, I will be glad to 
send you a photo copy. 


To sum up, if you take part, like all 
the rest, it has to be on the basis of 
accepting the conditions as they 
stand, warts and all! Or otherwise 
do something positive to bring 
about a change. I can only 
comment on and the judges can 
only mark, what is heard on the day. 


Dear Sir 


May I say how pleased I was to read 
Mick Greens’ article on Chas & 
Dave in the May issue of CMRU. 


It has long been my opinion that 
there is far more to their music than 
‘Rabbit ’, ‘Worcha’, and the like. 
Take such songs as “Billy Tyler’, 
and ‘It’s So Very Hard’ to name but 
two; there you have sensitive 
writings that will become standard 
over the years. A listen to any of 
their albums, reveal the complete 
range of material from bleedin’ 
footstompers right to the gentlest of 
love songs and what’s more it can 
all be called country in its widest 
implications, if it is necessary to put 
labels on (a sadly unfortunate 
practise of most country fans). 


Another band, I am totally 
convinced that is very rapidly going 
to hit the high spots, with a 
repertoire of British penned songs 
is the Roger Humphries Band and 
have taken every available 
opportunity to see them, even if it 
has meant travelling 140 odd-miles 
to do it. 


They have changed my musical 
outlook completely: and what’s 
more, for the better. Instead of 
having the usual narrow country 
outlook, I now find I enjoy much 
more varied types of country music, 
including Chas & Dave. 


In the Roger Humphries Band has 
evolved a truly British country 
sound and they are deserving of 
wholehearted support from the 
music industry and fans alike. 
Yours sincerely 

B.W. Bullock 

3 Newarp Way Caister on Sea 


Dear Editor 

Regarding your report on the “Silk 
Cut Festival” by Keith Newton, I 
feel I must come to the defence of 
Billy Boyle. The job he had as 
compere to the events held in the 
Conference Centre is one which 
not many people would envy and 
as a newcomer to the country and 
western scene this made the job all 
that much harder. Keith Newton 
remarks on Billy’s repertoire of 
songs, as one of the unlucky ones 
who could only attend the one day, 
on Monday, this did not affect me 
and I think Billy did a marvellous 
job under the circumstances. Let’s 
see more new faces on the country 
scene, we all have to start 
somewhere and as a_ singer/ 
songwriter myself! know how hard 
it can be. 

Mr Robert Lidster 

26 Homerton Close 

Gt. Clacton 

Clacton on Sea 


Dear C.M.R.U. 


In Keith Newton's East Midland 
regional report (April issue), he 
states the Silk Cut Talent 
Competition’s Derby heat “was 
won by a compilation under the 
pseudonym Desparate Dan”. May 
I put the record straight by stating 
‘Desperate Dan’. 

pseudonym. It is the name chosen 
for a new group who intended to 
launch itself through the Silk Cut 
Festival. 


‘Desperate Dan’ was made up from 
members of various bands and 
because of a misunderstanding over 
semi-final dates (the organisers 
refusing to allow us to take part in 
the Northern semi-final) we 
unfortunately had to withdraw, 
otherwise we would certainly have 
been at Wembley. Never the less, 
‘Desperate Dan’ is a working band 
and can be booked through 
C.M.R.U, directory or any good 
country music agency. 


One other point I would like to 
mention is the promoter at Derby 
Guildhall said she would never book 
a band with a name like ‘Desperate 
Dan’and Mr. Newton also intimated 
we would bar ourselves from many 
clubs by the choice of name. Can 
this really be true? ‘Desperate Dan’ 
was a comic strip Cowboy and 
although we are not a 100% comedy 
group, we do set out to entertain 
rather than educate. Too many 
people in the country scene today 
treat their music as something to 
be reveered rather than enjoyed. 
Maybe that is one reason many 
clubs have falling attendances. 
Anyway we have compromised in 
changing our name slightly to 
“Desperate Dan’s Country Band’ in 
the hope that this change will make 
club promoters a little more kindly 
disposed to us. Many thanks for a 
great newspaper. 


John Fellows 
‘Desperate Dan's Country Band’ 
Kettering . 


Dear Larry Drummond 


I read with interest vour article a 
few month’s back in C.M.R.U.1 
must agree whole-heartedly with 
the majority of your views. but 
have to disagree with the 
paragraph ‘I'm sick of 
hearing....Merle Haggard and so 
on and so on’. 


There are some ‘fantastic British 
artists’ who are extremely capable 
of singing American American- 
style music. I feel it extremely 
short-sighted to suggest that we 
should find answers to established 
American artists. Rather we 
should be encouraging British 
artistes who want to sing this type 
of music in their way and thus 
establish a British offshoot. 
Commercial success for British 
artists will always be a non-starter 
whilst we are looking for a ‘British 
Emmylou’ or a ‘British Willie 
Nelson’. Comparisons are a waste 
of time at best and can be counter 
productive. 


What I think I am trying to say is 
that there can never be a British 
answer to the American country 
star. but there can be a British 
answer to the American country 
music scene by letting our artists do 
their own thing in their own way. 
creating their version of country 
music within what is already a very 
wide sphere of influence. But it has 
to start somewhere and knocking 
acts because they are not as 
American as the Americans will not 
help. Help and encouragement for 
the innovators could bring results 
that would surprise us all. 


Sermon over - I'll get off my soap 
box. I don’t usually write letters to 
columnists, but you touched a 
nerve! 


Regards 

Ellie King 

20 Cockshutt Drive 
Sheffield 8 


Dear Eds 


Centre Radio which is the 
Independant station in Leicester 
can be heard throughout 
Leicestershire and parts of the 
neighbouring counties. 


Steve King together with Audrey 

Lazenby and myself present ‘1260 
Country’ every Thursday evening 

from 9.00pm to 10.00pm. 


Since we started the programme at 
the beginning of April, we have 
tried to feature as manv aspects of 
country music as possible, 
including British. 


We know there are a good many 
talented country acts in the U.K. 
who have got records they'd like to 
air, and it would be difficult for us to 
write to them all individually. So 
perhaps through this page we can 
let it be known that we'd be 
delighted to receive copies of any 
records you've made. 

Regards 

Al Owens 

Co. Presenter ‘1260 Country’ 
Granville House 

Granville Road, Leicester LE1 7RW 


Dear Sirs 

I present and produce 4 two hour 
country music programmes on 
Treble TR Radio, based in Dublin. I 
would be greatful for any mention 
you could give me with regard to 
new product from bands or Record 
Companies. I have excellent 
relations with many English 
companies like Country Roads, Big 
R. Westwood etc.. but with eight 
hours to fill I need new material all 
the time. 


I feature quite a lot of British 
All material is quaranteed airplav 
Many thanks and keep it country. 


Yours faithfully 

Noel Casey 

Treble TR Radio 

11 Idrone Drive 
Knocklyon, Dublin 16 


PHOTO APPEAL:- 
Dear Editor 


I would be very much obliged if I 
could send an ‘Open Letter’ 
through your letters page to a 
country fan, who attended this 
years Silk Cut Festival and had his 
photograph taken outside the 
Wembley Arena. Due to an 
apparent mix-up on the 
photographers part I have yours 
and it’s just possible you've got 
mine. 


The description of the photograph I 
have in my possession is as 
follows:- 


Long-haired gent with beard, 
wearing indian headband and 
glasses also wearing fringed 
buckskin jacket and holding Silk 
Cut Festival brochure. 


In my photo, blonde short hair. 
wearing jean jacket and jeans, also 
wearing harlequin jumper, arms 
folded across chest pose. 


I would appreciate it very much if 
you could print this for me in your 
letters page and I’m sure so would 
the other country fan. Thankyou. 


Yours sincerely 

Mr R. White 

116 Queens Road 
Buckland Portsmouth 


Wwe Kw 


Dear Friends 


To the fans of England, thanks so 
much for making my first tour of 
England a most enjoyable trip. 


My wife Sue and I were overjoyed 
by the love and appreciation we 
received from the British fans. 
Thanks again for what was 
probably the most unforgetable 
experience of our lives. 

We love you all. 

Sincerely 

Warner Mack 
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Sir 

I’ve been getting the C.M.R.U since 
its inception and it’s with deep 
regret that I’m forced to cancel it, 
the reason is Pete Smith. His review 
of the new Slim Whitman LP was 
disgusting to say the least, he must 
hate Slim, I think Slim could 
possibly have done better, but then 
the manis 57 years old, a different 
contrast to that of Alan Cackett of 
the C.M.P who was kind enough to 
give Whitman a four star review, 
having failed the five star on “I 
Went To Your Wedding” and 
rightly so, it is a bum steer. I’m sure 
that a lot of your readers feel the 
same way as I do and like me will 
cancel their copy as well. Pete 
Smith is notorious for his nasty 
remarks. I honestly don’t know why 
you don’t get rid of him and get 
someone useful and unbiased. So it 
looks like I'll be 45p a month better 
off and sadly the loss of a damn 
good magazine, I shall certainly 
miss it, I didn’t write direct to Pete 
Smith because he is too ignorant to 
take any notice, he would be well 
suited to reviewing Top of the Pops. 
I suggest Sir that you give the 
album in question a spin for 
yourself and then decide whether 
Pete was justified in that shabby 
review, it was nothing short of an 
insult to a man who has been in the 
business for over 35 years and has 
got nothing else to prove. Also I 
doubt whether country music 
would have reached the height it 
has, had it not been for Whitman in 
the mid fifties and early sixties. 
Finally Sir, I blame you the editor 


for allowing this “gutter snipe” the - 


freedom of your press, until you get 
rid of this “bum” your great little 
magazine can only go downhill. 


An ex-reader 
Mr E.T. Robinson 
9 Arthur Street Bristol 


ey: 
The Editor 
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THE LETTER BY E.T. ROBINSON OF BRISTOL 
PETE SMITH CLAIMS RIGHT TO REPLY 


I will repeat that a record review 
must be an honest opinion. And my 
honest opinion of Slim Whitman’s 
“Mr. Songman’ is that it is a very 
disappointing album. Albums of 
weak content do the country scene 
little good, especially when 
recorded by long established 
artistes. 


I did not single out Slim for 
deliberate criticism, I would 
equally have a go at David Allan 
Coe, Waylon Jennings, Johnny 
Cash, etc., if | genuinely thought 
their albums were detrimental to 
the music scene I love. Infact you 
could also note, on the same page 
as the Whitman review, I criticised 
Manson Grant, Chuck Layburn 
and Gordon Lightfoot. 


As you quite rightly mention Slim 
has been a stalwart of the fifties and 
sixties. I also agree, Slim has 
recorded some really good songs 
and some of these I play over and 
over again to this very day. OK., 
Slim is 57 years old, but that’s no 
excuse for recording bad records! If 
we have to accept excuses because 
of an artiste’s age, then maybe he 
should retire gracefully, rather than 
allow others to confront or criticise 
the inferior work. 


You say I would be better off 
reviewing “Top of the Pops”. Is this 
a country show? Sorry E.T., asa 
country lover [I suspect that you, 
unfortunately are not a country 
music fan, but merely a Slim 
Whitman fan. You sign yourself “an 
ex-reader”’. Well, if I’ve got to tell 
lies about Slim Whitman to keep 
readers, then maybe I'd be better off 
reviewing “Top of the Pops”. 

I seem to remember E.T., you 
wrote a similar letter about three 
years ago and I took the trouble to 
telephone you long distance. That 
cost me considerably more than a 
ten pence stamp and hardly bears 
out your remarks about ignorance 
on my behalf... 
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TIME 
Artist, Label & Number 
(Dist. Label) 


ALWAYS ON MY MIND 
Willie Nelson, Columbia FC 37951 


MOUNTAIN MUSIC 
Nabama, RCA AHL1 4229 
BLACK ON BLACK 

Waylon Jennings, RCA AHL! 4247 
FINALLY 

T.G. Sheppard, Warner/Curb BSK 
3600 

WAITIN’ FOR 

THE SUN TO SHINE 

Ricky Skaggs, Epic FE 37193 


BOBBIE SUE 
Oak Ridge Boys, MCA 5294 


SOUTHERN COMFORT 
Conway Twitty, Elektra El 60005 


WINDOWS 
The Charlie Daniels Band, Epic FE 
37694 


HIGH NOTES 
Hank Williams, Jr., Elektra/Curb 
£1-60100 (Elektra) 


FEELS SO RIGHT A 
Alabama, RCA AHL] 3930 

THE DAVID FRIZZELL AND 
SHELLY WEST ALBUM 
Warner/Viva BSK 3643 


HEART BREAK EXPRESS 
Dolly Parton, RCA AHL 1.4289 


THE DUKES OF HAZZARD 
Various Artists, Scotti Bros. FZ 
37712 (CBS) 


LISTEN TO THE RADIO 
Don Williams, MC 5306 


FEELIN’ RIGHT 
Razzy Bailey, RCA AHL1 4228 


STILL THE SAME OLE ME 
George Jones, Epic FE 37106 


CHARLIE SINGS 
EVERYBODY'S CHOICE 
Charlie Pride, RCA AHL1-4287 


SEASONS OF THE HEART 
John Denver, PCA AHL] 4256 


BIG CITY 
Merle Haggard, Epic FE 37593 


GREATEST HITS 
Willie Nelson, 
Columbia KC2 37542 


THE SURVIVORS 
Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis and 
Carl Perkins, Columbia FC 37961 


WHEN WE WERE BOYS 
The Bellamy Brothers, Elektra/Curb 
£1-60099 


THE PRESSURE IS ON @ 
Hank Williams Jr., 
Elektra/Curb 5E 535 


FANCY FREE A 
The Oak Ridge Boys, MCA 5209 


BUSTED 

John Conlee, MCA 5310 
MY HOME’S IN 
ALABAMA @ 
Alabama, RCA AHL1-3644 


GREATEST HITS A 
The Oak Ridge Boys, MCA 5150 


YEARS AGO 
The Statler Brothers, 
Mercury SRM 16002 


GREATEST HITS A 

Kenny Rogers, Liberty LOO 1072 
JUICE A 

Juice Newton, Capitol ST 12136 


BET YOUR HEART ON ME 
Johnny Lee, Full Moon/Asylum 
5E 541 


INSIDE AND OUT 
Lee Greenwood, MCA 5305 


STRAIT COUNTRY 
George Strait, MCA 5248 


DESPERATE DREAMS 
Eddy Raven, Elektra 5E 545 


STEP BY STEP @ 

Eddie Rabbitt, Elektra SE 532 
SHARE YOUR LOVE A 
Kenny Rogers, Liberty LOO 1108 


LAST TRAIN TO HEAVEN 
Boxcar Willie, Main Street ST 
73001 (Capitol) 


| AM WHAT | AM @ 
George Jones, Epic JE 36586 
WHEN A MAN LOVES A 


WOMAN 
Jack Grayson, Koala 15751 


ye] 2] 9 
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Survey For Week Ending 5/22/82 


Mel Tillis, Elektra £1-60016 


GIVIN’ HERSELF AWAY 
Gail Davies, Warner Bros. BSK 
3636 


GREATEST HITS A 
Waylon Jennings, RCA AAL1-3378 


HOLLYWOOD, TENNESSEE 
Crystal Gayle, Columbia FC 37438 


SEVEN YEAR ACHE 
Rosanne Cash, Columbia JC 36965 


ROWDY 
Hank Williams Jr., 
Elektra/Curb 6E 330 


YOU DON'T KNOW ME 
Mickey Gilley, Epic FE 37416 


KIERAN KANE 
Kieran Kane, Elektra E1 60004 


Emmylou Harris, 
Wamer Bros. BSK 3603 


AIN'T GOT NOTHIN’ TO 
LOSE 


Bobby Bare, Columbia FC 37719 


GREATEST HITS & 
Ronnie Milsap, RCA ALi 3772 


GREATEST HITS A 
Anne Murray, Capitol SOO 12110 


THE NEW SOUTH 
Hank Williams, Jr., Elektra/Curb 
5€-539 


ME AND MY R.C. 
Louise Mandrell & R.C. Bannon, 
RCA AHL1 4059 


IE 
Loretta Lynn, MCA 5293 


AMAZING GRACE 
Christy Lane, Liberty 51117 


HORIZON A 

Eddie Rabbitt, Elektra 6£-276 
TAKE ME TO THE 
COUNTRY 

Mel McDaniel, Capitol 12208 


GREATEST HITS 

Charley Pride, RCA AHL1 4151 
THE BEST OF 

EDDIE RABBITT @ 
Elektra GE 235 

THERE'S NO GETTING 
OVER ME @ 

Ronnie Milsap, RCA AHL] 4060 
WHISKEY BENT AND 
HELL BOUND 


Hank Williams Jr., 
Elektra/Curb 6£-237 


ONE TO ONE 
Ed Bruce, MCA 4910 


LOVIN HER WAS EASIER 
Tompall and the Glaser Brothers, 
Elektra 5E 542 


FAMILY TRADITION 
Hank Williams Jr., Elektra/Curb 
6E 194 


BLUEGRASS SPECTACULAR 
The Osborne Bros., RCA AHL 14324 


LIVE 

Tanya Tucker, MCA 5299 
CARRYIN’ ON 

THE FAMILY NAMES 
David Frizzell & Shelly West, 
Warner Bros. BSK 3555 
THE MAN WITH THE 
GOLDEN THUMB 

Jerry Reed, RCA AHL1-4315 


STARDUST A 
Willie Nelson, Columbia JC 35305 


GREATEST HITS 
Jim Reeves & Patsy Cline, 
RCA AHL1 4127 


ONE NIGHT STAND 
Hank Williams, Jr., Elektra/Curb 
5E-538 (Elektra) 


ESPECIALLY FOR YOU 
Don Williams, MCA 5210 


WITH LOVE 
John Conlee, MCA 5213 


NIGHT AFTER NIGHT 
Jacky Ward, Asylum E-1-60013 
(Elektra) 


vy Superstars are awarded to those products demonstrating the greatest sales gains this week (Prime Movers). 
Stars are awarded to other products demonstrating significant gains. @ Recording Industry Assn. of America 
seal for sales of 500,000 units (seal indicated by dot). A Recording Industry Assn. of America seal for sales of 
1,000,000 units (seal indicated by triangle). 


DON FORD MLL: 


THIS IS YOUR RECORD 


KEEPING TRAX Ber 


Wit COLUMN FOR WHAT'S NEW 


ALABAMA and their new album ‘Mountain Music’, its 
U.K. release date delayed until later in the year, got the 
heave from the top of the Billboard Hot Country LPs 
after five weeks there. Taking the spotlight, this 
months London visitor WILLIE NELSON and ‘Always On 
My Mind’. (Nelson also shares top spot in the singles 
chart with old buddy Waylon Jennings and holds the 2 
position firmly himself). Back on albums after Nelson 
and Alabama come five non movers for the second 
week in a row. WAYLON JENNINGS and ‘Black On Black’ 
(3), T.G. SHEPPARD and ‘Finally’ (4), RICKY SKAGGS and 
‘Waitin’ For The Sun To Shine’ (5), THE OAK RIDGE BOYS 
and ‘Bobby Sue’ (6) and CONWAY TWITTY ‘Southern 
Comfort’ (7). Making progress are THE CHARLIE DANIELS 
BAND with ‘Windows’, they go up one place to 8. Having 
made tremendous strides in the past few weeks HANK 
WILLIAMS JNR. blasts his way into the top ten with ‘High 
Notes’ and ponders his next move from the 9 hole. 
Spending their sixth week in the 10 slot and their 62nd. 
week on the chart are ALABAMA and ‘Feels So Right’. 


Incidentally, MCA give an airing to a George Strait 
single, but if I were you I'd go for his album ‘Strait 
Country’ (MCA5248 Import), one of my best ten albums 
last year. Note also the label issue ‘Love Me Tender’ 
(MCF3139) where blues great B.B. King lays down 
country material by such as Gibson, Newbury, Seals 
and Nelson. 


Waylon’s ‘Black On Black’ and John Denver's ‘Seasons 
Of The Heart’ are two other RCA goodies out this month 
and CBS offer Cash, Lewis and Perkins on ‘The 
Survivors’, Willie’s ‘Always On My Mind’ and the result 
of Bobby Bare’s studio debut with producer Allen 
Reynold’s, “Ain’t Got Nothing To Lose. 


DOLLY PARTON is another prime mover on the chart and 
she waits at station 14 for her ‘Heart Break Express’ to 
pull her into the top ten. Note Dolly is the only female in 
the top 30. What’s wrong girls? DON WILLIAMS and ‘Listen 
To The Radio’ is another artist with an upward image 
while the possibly new to you MCA artist LEE GREENWOOD 
is certainly putting himself about with ‘Inside And Out’. 


MARKET ACTION 


There’s a glut of good country product around this 
month. Ed Bruce gets some long overdue attention in 
the U.K. MCA present the current Ed Bruce ina 
compilation of his first two MCA albums in the States, 
while RCA go back to his work of the '60s for their 
release which includes seven previously unreleased 
trax. 


DOLLY PARTON is another prime mover on the chart 


ALBUM RELEASES (U.K.) 


JOHNNY CASH .. More Of ‘Old Golden Throat’ .. Bear Family BFX1507 

HANK WANGFORD BAND .. Live .. Cow Pie COW2 

DOLLY PARTON .. The Letter .. Pickwick CDS1208 

GRAM PARSONS EMMYLOU HARRIS & THE FALLEN ANGELS .. Live 1973 .. Repetoire 6-25106 
VARIOUS ARTISTS .. Tibute To Country & Western Music .. Oak OAK166 

JOHNNY CASH JERRY LEE LEWIS CARL PERKINS .. The Survivors .. CBS CBS85609 

WILLIE NELSON .. Always On My Mind .. CBS CBS85685 

BOBBY BARE .. Ain’t Got Nothing To Lose .. CBS CBS85504 

ROCKABILLY REBELS .. Rebels To The End .. JSP JSP1045 

SIR DOUGLAS QUINTET with AUGIE MYERS .. Quintessence .. Sonet SNTF881 
RY COODER .. The Slide Area .. Warner Bros. K57976 

ED BRUCE .. Best Of Ed Bruce .. MCA MCF3142 

WAYLON JENNINGS .. Black On Black .. RCA RCALP3072 
JOHN DENVER .. Seasons Of My Heart .. RCALP6032 

DAVE & SUGAR .. Greatest Hits .. RCA INTS5112 


VARIOUS ARTISTS .. All Around Bluegrass .. RCA INTS5188 RE 
ED BRUCE .. Last Train To Clarksville .. RCA INTS5199 


DR. HOOK .. Sometimes You Win .. Fame FA3012 

ANNE MURRAY .. Snowbird .. Fame FA3013 

LINDA RONSTADT .. Linda Ronstadt .. Fame FA3015 

VARIOUS ARTISTS .. Dukes Of Hazzard .. Scotti Bros. SCT85593 
FREE SPIRIT .. “Sayin’ What's To Say” .. MIJ 128 


SINGLE RELEASES (U.K.) 


GEORGE STRAIT .. Blame It On Mexico Friday Night Fever .. MCA MCA774 
JOHNNY CASH .. A Boy Named Sue Folsom Prison Blues .. CBS CBS1152 
CAREY DUNCAN .. Nobody's Child They Call It CB .. Double B BBO0i 
MATCHBOxX .. One More Saturday Night Rollin’ On .. Magnet MAG223 
JOHN DENVER .. Shanghai Breezes What One Man Can Do .. RCA RCA218 
PAUL KENNERLEY .. Take That Woman Away How Long .. A&M AMS8221 
ROY ORBISON .. In Dreams Running Scarlet .. CBS CBS7076 

WAYLON: JENNINGS WILLIE NELSON .. Just To Satisfy You Get Naked With Me .. RCA RCA224 
T.G. SHEPPARD .. Finally All My Cloudy Days Are Over .. Warner Bros. K17944 

RY COODER .. Gypsy Woman Alimony .. Warner Bros, K17952 

ELVIS PRESLEY .. Moody Blue'‘Way Down .. RCA GOLD544 

WILLIE NELSON .. A Whiter Shade Of Pale/The Party’s Over .. CBS A2405 

DR. HOOK... Loveline ‘Chained To Your Memory .. Mercury MER104 

WAYLON JENNINGS .. Theme From The Dukes Of Hazzard/Chips Corniche .. RCA GOLD560 
GERRY FORD .. Let’s Hear It For The Working Man/I’m Getting Better .. Big R BRS10 

JUICE NEWTON .. Love's Been A Little Bit Hard On Me ‘Ever True .. Capitol CL248 


ALBUM RELEASES (U.S.A.) 


GARY MORRIS .. Gary Morris .. Warner Bros. BSK3658 
JIM & JESSE & CHARLIE LOUVIN .. Jim & Jesse & Charlie Louvin .. Soundwaves SW3308-, 
RAY STEVENS .. Don’t Laugh Now .. RCA AHL14288 

WILLIE NELSON .. Diamonds In The Rough .. Delta DLP1157 

BARBARA MANDRELL .. In Black & White .. MCA MCA5295 

WILLIE NELSON & ROGER MILLER .. Old Friends .. Columbia PC38013 

HOYT AXTON .. Road Songs .. A&M SP3182 

GRAM PARSONS .. Sleepless Nights (The Flying Burrito Brothers) .. A&M SP3190 
OZARK MOUNTAIN DARE DEVILS .. It'll Shine When It Shines .. A&M SP3192 
TAMMY WYNETHIE .. Soft Touch .. Epic FE37980 

SYLVIA «. Just Sylvia .. RCA AHL14312 

EARL SCRUGGS & TOMT. HALL .. The Storyteller & The Banjo Man .. Columbia FC37953 
VARIOUS ARTISTS .. Rockabilly Stars Vol.3 .. Epic EG37984 

GARY STEWART & DEAN DILLON .. Brotherly Love .. RCA AHL14310 it 

LEE GREENWOOD .. Inside And Out .. MCA MCA5305 

JUICE NEWTON .. Quiet Lies .. Capitol ST12210 

STELLA PARTON .. So Far...So Good .. Capitol ST7005 

TERRI GIBBS .. Some Days It Rains All Night .. MCA MCA5315 
CONWAY TWITTY .. Number Ones .. MCA MCA5318 

THE OSBORNE BROTHERS .. Bluegrass Spectacular .. RCA AHL114324 
JOHNNY CASH .. The Sun Sessions .. NSD/Gemline NGLP4000 

MOE BANDY .. She’s Not Really Cheatin’ (She’s Just Gettin’ Even) .. Columbia FC38009 
RONNIE McDOWELL .. Love To Burn .. Epic FE38017 

MAC WISEMAN & MERLE TRAVIS .. The Clayton McMichen Story .. CMH CMH9028 
STONEMANS .. First Family Of Country Music .. CMH CMH9029 

BLUEGRASS CARDINALS .. Where Rainbows Touch Down .. CMH CMH6259 

THE MARSHALL TUCKER BAND .. Tuckerized .. Warner Bros. BSK3684 
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his music have changed 
the early 50s, when he was eki ng o 
around Fort Worth, Texas. 


It wasn’t until 1972, when he left Nashville to strike out 
in different directions, that Willie Nelson acquired a 
new lease of life and became, as others saw him, one of 
the outlaws of the contemporary country music scene. 
A transition which later led to New York Times writer 
dohn Rockwell describing him as, “the acknowledged 
leader of country music’s ‘left wing’, working to cleanse 
Nashville of stale excess by bringing it up to the present 
and back to its own folkish roots.” 


There's been an awful lot of hard living done in Willie 
Nelson's life prior to today's fame and fortune. He was 
a product of the Great Depression, being born in the 
small farming community of Abbott, some sixty miles 
south of Fort Worth, Texas, on April 30, 1933. He was 
still a young boy when his mother left home one day to 
find work and never returned. he and his older sister 
Bobbie being brought up by their grandparents in 
Austin. Willie's grandfather. a blacksmith first and an 
accomplished amateur musician second, provided his 
first guitar and the instruction to go with it. By the time 
he was ten Willie was playing local hops along with 
Bobbie who had taken up piano and still plays with 
Willie's band today. “I have no negative memories of 
growing up.” recalls Willie, “it was Betoacrown ep thst 
started to bea problem.” 


By 1950 Willie had: 
joined the air force, a c 
months by 


Moving on 
salesman, 
machines, z 


in the notorious honky tonks 
cksboro Strip. The 
fences erected to protect 


Not niga when the elders of the Sunday 
school where Willie taught, found out about his extra- 


playing bass with Ray Price and making 30 dollars a 
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east 
books and movie based 


major Nashville acts to have a hit witha Willie bie 
original. The early '60 provided Willie with his first taste 
of songwriting success. Patsy Cline had her tremendous 
triumph with ‘Crazy’ in 1961 and in the same year he 
wrote ‘Funny How Time Slips Away’. a song which has 
been recorded more than 80 times. 


The count of Willie's personal cataloque approaches 
1,000 songs and it's interesting to note just some of the 
names who have recorded his material over the years, 
Elvis Presley. Kris Kristofferson. Linda Ronstadt, Perry 
Como, Frank Sinatra. Leon Russell, Ray Charles, 
Lawrence Welk. Rov Orbison, Doris Day, Andy 
Williams, Aretha Franklin, Bing Crosby, Eydie Gorme 
and Little Anthony and The Imperials. a list which, by 
its sheer diversity of talent. shows just why Willie 
Nelson is regarded as one of the sonqwriting greats. In 
1973 he was elected to the exclusive Nashville 
‘Sonquriters Hall Of Fame’ and Tom T. Hall has 
summed up the feeling of his peers by describing him 
as a ‘Shakespeare of country music.” 


But it was his success of the ‘60s which again brought 
Willie Nelson's naivety to the fore in respect of the 
money which came rolling in. “I started throwing it 
@way with both hands. When ‘Hello Walls’ hit I was 


day. I began flying to all the dates, renting penthouses 
and suites, and buying everybody dinner. It didn’t take 
me long to go through the first royalty check.”” However 
the same success brought his first recording contract, 
making several albums with Liberty before moving over 
to RCA, scoring a top ten hit with ‘Touch Me’ in 1962. 
But he was destined not to hit the charts again until 
1975, when ‘Blue Eyes Cryin’ In The Rain’ hit the 
number one spot. 


During his ten year sojurn in Nashville Willie Nelson 
recorded nearly twenty albums. But his general lack of 
acceptance and the clash of his style with that of the 
mass produced and very slick ‘Nashville Sound’ of that 
era led to a lot of bitterness in Willie’s soul. “I made 
some records and they didn’t sell, so it would be easy for 
me to say RCA didn’t promote them....1 think some of 
them were over-produced...but I stood back and let it 
happen, so it’s as much my fault as theirs.” Willie’s 
royalties more than kept the wolf from the door, his 
income from songwriting approaching the six figure 


Once out of the deal with Ri 

Atlantic Records, using thei 
own road band he came u i 0 
album which, in six months, outsold < 
releases combined. The classic ‘P 


artéd Woman”, ‘Album of the Year’ with ° 
* and ‘Vocal Duo of the Year’ for just 
ves. At the end of the year Willie looked 


mark. He put together a band he called ‘The Re 
Men’ and despite the fact that his records weren't — 
selling, toured extensively throughout Texas and the 
south west. and playing The Grand Ole Opry and 
Ernest Tubbs syndicated TV show. Despite this 

action however there was a time when he actually quit 
the road, he and Shirley buying a 100 acre farm outside 
Nashville and raising hogs. 


Oo eee school class,” Willie 
S jay school wasn’t paying me 


Ie was Sind this time that the 18 year old Willie 
Nelson married his first wife, a 16 year old Cherokee 


Willie Nelson’s last year in Nashville proved to be 1969, 
a period he emotionally recalls as the all time low point 
in his life. The night before he left town he was sitting in 
__ the basement of his house writing songs with Hank 
~ Cochran. “That year I went through a divorce and had 
four cars wrecked. Hank and I were kicking all this 
around and we wrote a song, ‘What Can You Do To Me 
Now’, next day my house burned down.” 


ke other people.” says Willie. “I tried 
me and watching TV. but it just wasn’t me.” 


found Willie Nelson working various: 

ns in Texas as a DJ, a time when his 

ting ability began to be recognised, But the 
displayed by many rising songwriters led him 
of his first songs, ‘Family Bible’, for just $50 
0 provide food for his family. In 1959 he wrote 
fe’. a song which went onto become aclassic, 
been recorded by more than 70 artists and has 
excess of 30 million copies. Willie sold the song 
bng’. a mere $150. using the money to buy a 
hand Buick for the drive to Nashville. the 

ng of another phase in his career. 


Willie relocated himself in Texas and bought a second 
hand Greyhound bus, hitting the south west dance hall 
and country fair circuit he had come to know so well. “I 
knew this was probably my last shot at doing 
things....when you hit 40, for a picker, that's pretty 
close.” 


Keeping going through an undying belief in himself as 
an artist. despite the indifference and frustation of 
Nashville, Willie found there was an interest in country 
music among young people. “Their hair was often 

too long to get into some music places without getting 
‘into trouble, but I knew there was an audience there.” 


ashville that Willie Nelson married again. 
Shirley Collie. a singer who can be heard 
s earlier albums. The nature of the 
first - stormy - but it 

his performances at 

us watering place for 

d imaginary. new sadly 

f the Ryman, which ig 
of Hank Cochran. It was 
Atal in getting him signed to 
ny he wrote for. 


Testing his theory at one of the hotbeds of Texas rock, 
Armadillo World Headquarters, Willie found a 
tremendous response from the youthful audience, and 
he was right on target for a comeback. 


Contractually obliged to do one more album for RCA 
he recorded “Yesterday's Wine’ in 1971. It proved to be 
the last album he would cut in Nashville for some years, 
like the others which had preceeded it, it was a 
commercial failure. 


mper Publishing, signed 
‘oad band and adopted 


was released in 1974, just as Atlant! 
their country music division, but thi 
over 400,000 units. 


small studio in Garland, Texas, came ‘the ibd ) 
Headed Stranger’, the session also producin 
material for the follow up album ‘The Sound | 
Mind’. 


‘Red Headed Stranger’ proved to be th 
for Nelson. It spawned a number one sin 


. Eyes Cryin’ In The Rain’ and won for him a Grammy 


award for ‘Best Country Performance - Male’, the 
album itself going on to become his first million seller. 


In 1972 Willie Nelson staged the first annual Fourth of 
duly Picnic, an event which brought Nelson 
unprecedented national media coverage. 1980 saw the 
last of such concerts when the picnic was staged at his 
own 27 acre Pedernales golf course and country club 
near Austin. Still a very successful event attracting over 
60,000 fans, Willie called it a day on the premise that it 
took six months to put it together and six months to get 
over it, there were other things he wanted to do. But no 
one more than Willie Nelson appreciated what the 
picnics had done for his career, in terms of artist 
audience relationship. “We found each other,” he say, 


“artist and audience, and started growing together.” _ 


A significant album release for Nelson was ‘The 
Outlaws’ in 1976. The product was an RCA packaged 
concept album which teamed up Willie, Waylon 
Jennings, Tompall Glaser and Jessi Colter. A single 
release, ‘Good Hearted Woman’, the duet by Waylon 
and Willie, became a No.1 hit. The album sailed past 
the million sales mark and went on to outsell any other 
album previously recorded in Nashville. The Waylon 
dennings/Willie Nelson team dominated the CMA 


i. 
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To this day Willie Nelson has remained true to the 
 musicial traditions in which he was raised, and to the 
* basics of the music he has been playing all along. It is 
noticeable that he has produced all his own albums 
since 1975 with few exceptions. ‘Stardust’ was 
produced by Booker T. Jones. He co-produced ‘One 
For The Road’ with Leon Russell, and had a share in 
the production credits on the sound track of ‘Electric 
Horseman’. One wonders therefore why Chips Moman 
was trusted with the production the latest Nelson 
album offering ‘Always On My Mind’. Another 
interesting aspect of his recording work has been the 
tremendous variety he has offered. ‘The Troublemaker’ 
in 1976 was essentially a collection of gospel songs. 
There was the tribute to Lefty Frizzell in 1977. ‘To Lefty 
From Willie’, in 1978 came ‘Stardust’. his dip into the 
pop catalogue of yesteryear and which subsequently 
proved to be an overwhelming success, achieving 4q 
double platinum status with over 2 million sales. 

Platinum was also the mark reached by RCA's “Waylon 

& Willie’ album in 1978, that being the year Willie 

played a gig at the White House and sang impromptu 
duets with the then First Lady, Rosalynn Carter who, 

like ex President Jimmy Carter, is a Nelson fan of long 
standing. “ 


Ssive sales figures with 
& Family Live’ went | 


Columbia gai 


tion with pianist Leon 
ings Kristofferson’ gained gold” 


red the '80s in the same hit making style, _ 
e clock back nearly 20 years by making a © 


hit Nashvill 
double album $6 
Rose’ went to phi 


ed gold disc status while 
ick of the film ‘Honeysuckle 
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His early 81 release ‘Somewhere Over The Rainbow’ 
really picked up where the ‘Stardust’ album left off, 
once again emphasising the diversity, not only of 
Willie’s talents, but the ear of his audience, the album 
containing such classics as the song associated with 
Nat King Cole, ‘Mona Lisa’ and, of course, the 
immortal title track. Yet another package which sold 
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LAST MONTH? 


With our rapidly increasing following 
this could easily happen. Where as we are glad to have 
new readers, we don’t want a sudden outcry from 
regulars that they can’t get it. 
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over a million. Nelson's second release in’81 was inthe 
vein which other top artists had hit the charts with. His 
‘Greatest Hits (& Some That Will Be)’ hit the number 
one spot in January ’82, more than half the tracks on 
the double album lay claim to being hit singles. 


As I write ‘Stardust’ spends week 210 on the Billboard 
album chart at number 66, while his latest offering 
“Always On My Mind’ sits at 2 and the title track single 
makes Willie the first country artist in 1982 to top the 
Singles chart for two consecutive weeks. 


Country music is an industry which boasts of the 
durability of its artists. Willie Nelson is one of the 
classic examples, fusing wide musical tastes into a 
style which is, at once, both authentic and 
contemporary. 


In 1979 the Country Music Association crowned him 
‘Entertainer of the Year’ and there was no doubting the 
esteem in which he is held by his peers when a packed 
Grand Ole Opry House rose as one to pay tribute to the 
braided hair, denim clad figure. 


Early in 1980, with Willie Nelson hitting 47 years old, 
film director Sydney Pollack signed him for the movie 
‘The Electric Horseman’, a Columbia Pictures release 
starring Robert Redford and Jane Fonda. “I didn’t want 
to get into any bad movies,” Willie recalls, “I'd seen a lot 
of my musician friends jump into films prematurely just 
for the money and glitter. So I just waited it out until 
something that was ‘me’ came along.” In the film he 
played the part of Redford’s sidekick and was also heard 
throughout the film’s musical sound track. The result, 
while not a country music movie per se. brought a 
great deal of respectability to the music which had 
previously suffered badly on the screen. “Acting,” he 
admits, “has come a lot easier than I expected. It’s an 
extension of what I have been doing all my life, the lines 
we say in a movie are like lyrics without melodies.” 


Nelson gained his first starring role in ‘Honeysuckle 
Rose’, portraying Buck Bonham, a weather beaten, well 
travelled country singer who thrives on one night stands 
and dreams of elusive stardom - surely Willie had no 
need of the make up girl - while waiting at home was a 
lusty blonde wife, played by the certainly lustful Dyan 
Cannon, and a young son. There were four new songs 
from Nelson to bolster the action, much of which 
centered around Willie's affair with the delightful Amy 
Irving, including ‘On The Road Again’, which summed 
up the theme of the film. 
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“It’s all true,” confesses Willie, “there’s more 
opportunities for romance on the road than there are 
potholes, I sometimes wonder if my first two marriages 
would have stuck if I wasn’t leading the life I was. 


“Maybe I’m older and wiser now, or maybe I got it all 
out of my system. But I quit smoking a few years ago, I 
don’t drink the way I used to, [run a few miles every day 
to keep fit, I watch what I eat, and I’m a faithful 
husband. Of course, ifI wasn’t, I wouldn’t tell you about 
it anyway. 

“What I’ve got is alot of no regrets. Most of our popular 
music is about love or the lack of it, which means it’s 
about sex. Or the lack of it. If you haven’t had the 
experience, how in the hell are you going to write about 
it?” 

Now into his third marriage the Willie Nelson of today 
is, by comparison with the early days, domesticated. In 
1970 he met his present wife Connie, they married and 
have two children, Paula Carlene and Amy. Home is a 
three storey Swiss Chalet he built in the foothills of the 
Colorado Rockies, having moved from his Austin 
home because it was constantly being overrun by fans. 
He is credited with having a quick temper which can be 
galvanised into action by such inanimate objects as 
locked doors or intrusive telephones, to balance that 
his smile has been variously described as ‘beautific’ 
and ‘radiant’. 
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An older and wiser Willie Nelson pictured with his wife Connie 
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Over the past decade Willie Nelson has made more 
money than he ever dreamed existed, all without being 
impressed by it. “When the big money started rolling in 
everybody told me I had to go out and buy a 
Mercedes,” he recalls. ““The only Mercedes I'd ever 
known was a girl I took out a long time ago in Mexico, 
though come to think of it...she was pretty hot stuff.” 


Soon there will be more film set action for Willie Nelson. 
Rarely, with the exception of ‘Evita’, has an album 
become a subject for a film drama, but it looks certain 
that his ‘Red Headed Stranger’ is heading for the 
screen. “‘I first wanted Bob Redford to play me,” Willie 
admits, “but then I heard how busy he was and, you 
know, I was secretly glad.” It’s a situation which leaves 
him lined up for another major starring role. 


There have been many tributes paid to Willie Nelson 
over the years, both formal and informal. Of them all, 
the one I like best came from Robert Redford after he 
had worked with America’s contemporary folk hero on 
‘The Electric Horseman’. (Note: A Keno girl is one who 
sells Keno tickets in such places as the gambling 
palaces of Las Vegas). ‘Willie was like working with 
your favourite shoe...comfortable, durable and special. 
Any man who can ad lib on camera like - ‘I’m gonna get 
me a bottle of Tequila, one of them Keno girls who can 
suck the chrome off a trailer hitch, and kick back’ - 
deserves to be in the movies, writing songs or in jail.” 


WEW RELEASES. 


FREE SPIRIT 
SAYIN’ WHAT'S TO SAY 
(MIJ 128) 


ED BRUCE 
THE BEST OF ED BRUCE 
MCA MCF3142 


The Last Cowboy Sona Love's Found You 
And Me/Girls, Women And Ladies/The 
Outlaw And The Stranger Thirty Nine And 
Holding/| Take The Chance/Diane/(When 
You Fall In Love) Everything s A Waltz Evil 
Angel You're The Best Break This Old Heart 
Ever Had Hundred Dollar Lady No Regrets 


Ed Bruce and his wife Patsy sat 
down one day and wrote a song 
called ‘Mamas Don't Let Your 
Babies Grow Up To Be Cowbovs’. 
You won't find it here. that’s 
merely by way of introduction to a 
guy who is as near to a real life 
cowboy as you're likely to get. You 
may even see him starring in the 
revised ‘Bret Maverick’ television 
series as ex-sheriff Tom Guthrie. 


Apart from all that Ed Bruce lays 
down some real neat and at times 
meaty. country songs on this 
twelve track compilation taken 
from his first two MCA Records 
album releases in the States. ‘Ed 
Bruce’ and ‘One To One’. 


Whatever vour bag there is bound 
to be something to please here. Be 
it from the strong writing team of 
Bruce and Ron Peterson in the 
shape of ‘The Last Cowboy Sonq’ 
and ‘The Outlaw And The 
Stranger’ or where the two 
combine with Patsy Bruce to come 
up with one of my particular 
favourites. ‘When You Fall In Love 
Evervthing’s A Waltz’. where 
Buddv Spichers fiddle will tear 
vour heart out, Others to grab me 
were the amusing “Hundred Dollar 
Lady’, ‘Diane’ and his March ’82 
chart topper “You're The Best 
Break This Old Heart Ever Had’. 
Wally Whuton’s compilation is an 
excellent vehicle for vou to test 
drive Ed Bruce. assuming vou 
haven't already got vour licence. 
Don Ford 


—— 


BILLY WALKER 
SOAP & WATER 
(Tall Texas TTRLP5411) 


And Now Mama One Day AtA Time I'll Give 
The Whole World Up For You Victory In 
Jesus In Gethsemane Soap & Water Love 
and Not The Nails He s Alive Someone 
Loves You Only One Prayer Away | Am The 
Way The Truth and The Life 


Splashing around the soap suds, a 
clean, smiling Billy Walker waves 
Bible in hand on the sleeve of ‘Soap 
& Water’. [don’t think the novel 
photo is a soapy baptism. Instead, 
it’s to illustrate the title song from 
his pen. The ex-RCA and CBS star 
has come up with a custom gospel 
album of which he should be proud. 
It’s apparently a statement of his 
own experience and beliefs. Overall 
it comes across in believable 
penetration. The Nashville 
sessioners are all there in back-up 
with the likes of Pig Robbins on 
piano and Joe Babcock on vocal 
backing and other big names. 
Sweeping wide for song material 
the choice is interesting and apt 
from Marijohn Wilkin’s ‘One Day 
At A Time’ to his own gospel 
compositions. Recommended, if 


you can find it! 
Paul Davis 


Carnival Balloon You've Never Been This Far 
Before'0.0 ‘d In Denver Tobacco Rose 
Broken Hearted People Break Up He Went 
To Paris Gypsy Boy If This Is Just A Game 
Seven Bridges Road Big Dupree 


During July 1980, Free Spirit 
recorded their debut album 
“Morning After The Night Before” 
the album achieved remarkable 
success and gained critical acclaim 
on both sides of the Atlantic. I say 
“remarkable” because Free Spirit's 
debut album was made ona very 
low budget with the duo basically 
performing on their own. So 
“what's to sav” about this new 
release? 


First of all. a far biqger budget was 
provided and the album took 
almost five months to complete. 
something virtually unheard of on 
the British country scene. Extra 
musicians have been used to create 
a fuller sound. Apart from Mike & 
Brad. there is that enigmatic 
drummer. John Firminger and the 
lead quitar of Ron Blythe. who 
helped the Chuck Fowler Band to 
second place at this year's 
Wembley talent contest. Then 
there's Pete (steel quitar) Haywood. 
(just listen to the mind blowing 
version of “Seven Bridges Road) 
and Bill Clarke. Bill picks lead and 
dobro guitars. Special quest 
musicians are Terry Bethel and 
Stan Chase of Billie Jo Spears 
band, who play steel and acoustic 
guitars respectively. Fleshing out 
the harmonies is one Gill Young. 
As one would expect from “Free 
Spirit” the songs are out of the 
“outlaw” bag, featuring such 
composers as Guy Clark, Steve 
Young, Wendell Adkins, Hank 
Williams Jr and David Allan Coe. 
The eleven tracks add up to just 
over forty minutes of listening 
pleasure and should not be missed. 
Human League put Sheffield. 
Yorkshire on the International 
rock map, Free Spirit should put 
the same city on the International 
country map and that is sayin’ 


what's to say. Pete Smith 


THE DAVID FRIZELL & 
SHELLEY WEST ALBUM 
Warner Bros. BSK 3643 


Wasn't That Love Two Sides/Another Honky 
Tonk Night On Broadway ‘Just Before The 
Dawn/I Just Came Here To Dance‘Three Act 
Play/Being A Man. Being A Woman/Our Day 
Will Come Dark Side Of The Moon’Breaking 
Up A Good Thing 


This LP has already spawned a few 
US hit singles and no doubt there'll 
be one or two more. It's a lush 
production job that’s only about 
50% country. At least four of the 
tracks, notably ‘Dark Side’ - while 
being excellent songs. seem out of 
place on a country LP. American 
sales prove that many thousands 
won't agree with me. but if this is 
where country is at or going, give 
me Elvis Costello any day. As for 
carrying on the family names. | 
wonder if Lefty would have 


approved? 
Noel Casey 


GERRY FORD 
LET'S HEAR IT FOR THE WORKING MAN 
(Big R BRA 1016) 


Let's Hear It For The Working Man 
Goodbye I'll Be There Roads & Other 
Reasons Storms Never Last’! Wish That! 
Had Loved You Better Slippin’' Away '|Came 
Close To Calling You Last Night/Drink It 
Down Lady I'm Getting Better Sweet 
Dreams Freedom Highway 


Gerry Ford must rank high in the 
ranks of country ballad singers, 
whether British or American. His 
warm rich tones milk out every 
ounce of emotion from any song he 
is singing and he’s capable of 
giving an “alien” song a whole new 
interpretation. Being a ballad 
singer, it is no surprise to find 
songs associated with Max D. 
Barnes, Eddy Arnold. Rav Price. 
etc.. but Lwas pleasantly taken 
aback to hear a new and beautiful 
version of Jessi Colter’s “Storms 
Never Last”. Infact this album has 
several twists and turns to keep the 
listener captivated. A Boxcar 
Willie song, a duet with Jean 
Shepard, a new British song from 
Les Beckett and a Gerry Ford 
original help make this one heck of 
an enjovable album. The recording 
was done in Nashville. at Superior 
Sounds. Gerry now seems to be 
almost a reqular in “Music City”. 
There are some really fine 
musicians here. Leo Jackson. 
Bruce Watkins. Larry Sasser. etc.. 
with excellent vocal support from 
Ronnie Drake. Beckie Foster. Al 
Henson and Joy Gardner. After 
let's hear it for the working man. 
let's hear it for Gerry Ford. for 
providing a great album. 

Pete Smith 


ROGER HUMPHRIES 
A BLAST OF FRESH AIR 
Country Roads DBW LP 1009 
Breaker. Breaker Spanish Pipe Oream 
Taking My Music To The Man Home Is 
Where The Heart Is The Loneliness Of 
Ruby's Eyes 
Il Be Your Baby Tonight Warning (Love 
Can Damage Your Heart) Billy Tyler Run. 
Ronnie Run Red. Red Wine 


Anvone who can take a Neil 
Diamond opus and set it within 
country workings has got to 
command attention, and “Red. 
Red Wine” is a standout! 


The album from Roger 
Humphries. with a title suggested 
by a quote in a certain Round Up 
column. that must finally bury the 
oft repeated suggestion that we 
can't cut ‘em this side of the water. 


Featuring, as it does, adaptations 
and unique arrangements of a wide 
ranging bunch of stylings that. asa 
result of some fine musical work, 
sit together so well. Even if certain 
trax do not fall within accepted 
conventions at first hearing - 
extended playings (and one thing is 
certain: you will play it again and 
again) will confirm their right to a 
placing. 


Dylan’s “I'll Be Your Baby 
Tonight”, John Pine’s “Spanish 
Pipe Dream” and Coe'’s 
“Loneliness Of Ruby’s Eyes” are 
nicely complimented by the local- 
grown “Home Is Where The Heart 
Is”. a Humphries original and Tom 
Bovd’s prize winning “Breaker. 
Breaker”. 

Roger sings of taking his music to 
the man - wherever he does he is 
certain to get asked for more! A 
British album. with British 
musicians in a British studio with a 
British accent - it’s all wrong - but 
it comes out so right, let’s wave the 


flag. Keith Newton 


LITTLE GINNY 
MY DIXIE DARLING 
(Pastafont PF 3003) 


My Dixie Darling No Time At All Kiss & Say 
Goodbye Too Good To Throw Away Elvira 
Miss The Mississippi Dixie Chicken 
Whiskey Get Me Gone I'm An Old Cowhand 
Crystal Chandeliers The Girl's In Love Miss 
The Mississippi (reprise) 


So Little Ginny has joined the ranks 
of Britons recording in Nashville, 
I'm not so sure, in this case that it 
was money well spent. Now don’t 
get me wrong. I’m not criticising 
the Nashville recorded tracks. it’s 
just that the ones recorded in 
Britain are every bit as good, in 
some cases better. A good example 
of this is the title track (also Ginny's 
current single), recorded not in 
“Music City”. but in “Motor City”. 
Birmingham. “Dixie Darling” is an 
album with immense “crossover” 
directions, but unfortuntately will 
reach a restricted minority 
audience. You won't see this one 
advertised in the major musical 
press and you'll be extremely hard 
put to find one in a record store. A 
pitv. for I feel sure Ginny could 
become a big favourite in the 
M.O.R. arena. “Mv Dixie Darling” 
is given a sort of “rocked up” 
Jimmie Rodgers treatment. whilst 
the Jimmie Rodgers hit. “Miss The 
Mississippi” is treated with 
reverence. Little Feat's “Dixie 
Chicken” gets a new lease of life. as 
does “I’m An Old Cowhand”. 
shades of Dan Hicks and His Hot 
Licks. Ginnv breathes new life into 
“Crustal Chandeliers”. but whu am 
I telling vou all this. go out and buu 
a copu - if vou can 

Pete Smith 
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GRANDPA JONES 
20 OF THE BEST 
RCA International INTS 5198 


Y'all Come A High Silk Hat and a Gold Top 
Walking Cane The Champion Gooseberry 
Pie Dear Old Sunny South By The Sea The 
Closer To The Bone Old Dan Tucker In The 
Future The New Vitamine Old Rattler Keep 
On The Sunnyside Old Blue Standing In The 
Depot'l’m No Communist The Trader‘Herd 
O'Turtles You Ain't Seen Nothing Yet I'm 
Getting Grey Hair Sass-a-Frass T V. Blues 


70 years old. Grandpa Jones is an 
aquired taste, he may well be “as 
popular today as he has ever been” 
as it states on the sleeve notes, but 
this only applies in America. In 
Britain he hardly means a light. 
except to the very few students of 
old time country music. who can 
still recall the country music of the 
‘50's from which period these 
tracks are taken. Having said that. 
there are two or three tracks which 
may be familiar. “Y'all Come”. 
“Old Rattler” and “Old Dan 
Tucker” and indeed there are other 
good songs included, Jimmie 
Rodgers’ “Dear Old Sunny South 
By The Sea” and the Carter 
Family's “Keep On The Sunnyside”. 


However. in the opinion of this 
reviewer Jones’ delivery of the 
songs becomes rather 
monotonous at times and though 
the instrumentation is 
interspersed with steel and 
electric guitar breaks. Grandpa’s 
own banjo is the over-riding 
instrument and as he plays in the 
old ‘frailing’ stvle, again the 
sounds can become monotonous. 


RCA brought out this collection to 
coincide with Jones’ expected 
1982 Wembley appearance and 
are to be congratulated for making 
these little heard tracks available 
again. As this music is an aquired 
taste. | would recommend vou trv 
to sneak a quick listen before 
parting with the ready’s. but for 
those already familiar with Jones’ 
work - I need sav nothing more. 
except it’s Grandpa at his best..or 
worst whichever is your taste. 


Pete Nelson 


RAY LYNAM 
SHADES OF RAY LYNAM 
Ritz LP 0006 


What A Lie’! Don't Want To See Another 
Town Midnight Flight/Smile If It Kills Ya‘The 
Gambler/Girls. Women And Ladies/When | 


Had A Home To Go To’Shower The People 
You Love With Love Song For A Winters 
Night'Home Away From Home ‘Rainy Days 
And Stormy Nights 

Irish fans might be a little 
disappointed at finding most of the 
tracks on this album already 
available on singles...But if Ray 
Lynam happens to be a fairly new 
name to you, this LP makes an 
excellent introduction to him and 
his Hillbillies. Special mention for 
guitarist Kevin Sheerin who wrote 
one of the best tracks (Another 
Town) and also plays steel guitar 
and slide dobro, although the 
magnificent guitar solo on ‘Town’ is 
by Jimmy Smith. (This track also 
features on the ‘B’ side of ‘What A 
Lie’, Rays current UK single and 
ought to be heard at all costs). The 
rest of the album is well up to the 
high standard of previous Hillbilly 
work, although I think perhaps ‘The 
Gambler’ has been recorded often 
enough. 


‘Midnight Flight’ is another good 
original from Dublin writer Brendan 
Graham, the remaining songs being 
of American origin, including a 
couple from Ed and Patsy Bruce. 


Ray and the lads are acknowledged 
as being very thorough when it 
comes to recording and it certainly 
pays dividends on the album....So 
again I'll repeat that if you have 
heard very little of Ray Lynams 
work, this is for you, the more avid 
fan will have to wait a little longer for 
a totally new LP with more originals. 
If Kevin Sheerin can write a song 
like ‘Town’ I'd suggest he must have 
an entire album of material bursting 


! 
to get out! Noel Casey 


THE STEVE MARTIN BROTHERS 
“THE STEVE MARTIN BROTHERS” 
(Warners K 56943) 


Side One 

Cocktail Show. Vegas 

Side Two 

Sally Goodin’ Saga Of The Old West John 
Henry Saga (reprise) Pitkin County Turn 
Around ‘Hoedown At Alice's 'Song Of Perfect 
Spaces'Freddie’s Lilt. Parts 1 & 2 
Waterbound Banana Banjo. 


This is a weird one to review for a 
country music journal. The Steve 
Martin Brothers, you see, are one 
and the same guy. One “brother” 
is Steve Martin top American 
comedian, as portrayed on side 
one. The other is a fine banjo 
picker, as depicted on side two. 
Steve came to prominence 

in the late seventies after 

opening for rock acts for 

several years. Exposure on the 
“Tonight Show” rocketed this 
insane comedian to fame. Martin's 
comedy albums. “Let's Get Small” 
and “Comedv Is Not Pretty". sold 
in large quantities, “A Wild & Crazy 
Guy” achieved “gold” status. 


Side One. That the comedy side 
and is typical American humour. 
sometimes funny. sometimes 
otherwise. One particular sketch is 
built on four letter words. So 
beware of the kids. 


Side Two. It would be wrong to call 
this music bluegrass. it is almost a 
“suite for classical banjo”. and 
Martin has the ability to carry it off 
almost to perfection. Together with 
excellent support from John 
McEuen, of the Dirt Band. who 
picks guitar, mandolin and banjo. 
Vasser Clements (fiddle), Junior 
Huskey (bass). Maury Manseau II 
(quitar). Brian Savage (flute), Merel 
Bregante (percussion). The tracks 
are instrumental. apart from just 
over one minute when vocals are 
added. Forget about side one, this 
is the sort of tremendous stuff. 
which unfortunately, is not heard 
often enough. 

Pete Smith 
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YVONNE & NORMAN CHAMPION 
YOU ANDI 


Side One 

Breakaway More Than Enough’Give Up Just 
One Night For Me’ Jukebox Argument’Down 
To Nashville’/She's A Lady 


Side Two 

You On My Mind If Half The World Were 
Happy You And IPinballs And Bandits ‘Two 
Timing Women Making Love To You 


With ten original songs on an 
album, I suppose, as someone who 
is always advising acts to go for 
something new and original if they 
want to be taken seriously, I should 
be pleased with the album. But 
sadly for me it just doesn’t work. 
The songs sound dated and not 
strong enough to make any impact 
except for You On My Mind. which 
has a catchy cross-over sound and 
the too-short Breakaway and quite 
frankly after one side the second 
number “More Than Enough” just 
about summed it up for me. Trying 
to be helpful rather than destructive 
I would ask Yvonne and Norman if 
they were doing a 45 minute spot at 
a club whether they would perform 
the record as a set. I think not. 
Balance is so important ina 
programme when performing live 
and producing records. If you are a 
way out band performing all 
original material then O.K. If you 


* are not then you would be better 


mixing in some old favourites or 
proved winners with your new 
material. | haven’t seen the 
Champions perform their own 
material live. so perhaps these 
songs work better then. If | was 
writing the end of term report I 
would say; “Has made very good 
effort but must do better’. 

Mick Green 


ROLY DANIELS 
LAST CHEATERS WALTZ 
Mint Julep 26 


Do . You Wanna Go To Heaven | Feel Like 
Lovin’ You Again ‘Lying Blue Eyes In 
Memory Of A Memory’Foolish Feelings 
Girls, Women And Ladies‘Last Cheaters 
Waltz/She Can't Say That Anymore’! Don't 
Wanna Lose YouOne In A Million 
Tennessee Waltz No One But You 


Like Ray Lynam’s album this 
includes his last few singles which 
seems a pity. because I've already 
heard half the L.P. before I got it! 
For all that, it’s good class stuff 
from a class singer. Strange to find 
two tracks - the Title and 
‘Tennessee Waltz’ - also on 
Emmylou’s recent release. If 
Daniels lived in the States I’m sure 
this would make the album charts 
with no problem. Choice of songs 
is excellent - no rehash jobs here. 
Songs by Curly Putman, Billy 
Sherrill. Sonny Thockmorton, 
Johnny Paycheck, Pee Wee King 
and Clive Culbertson, make this a 
country album of the highest 
order. Production is by John 
Anderson and George Doherty and 
all credit to everyone concerned. 


Noel Casey 


BRENDAN SHINE 
BLUE MISTY EYES 
(Play CLO16) 


Hey Louise ‘Bunch Of Thyme ‘Carrots’! Love’! 
Believe In Marriage’Lucille‘Just One Time 
Blue Misty Eyes Donegal Shore’Doogeens 
Moonlight On The Shannon River'Place In 
The Choir It’s Good To See You'Pub Craw! 


Very much a Country ‘n’ Irish LP 
and as such it automatically limits 
it’s audience. Brendan can put a 
country song over well - hear ‘Just 
One Time’ and ‘Lucille’. (No, it’s 
not the Kenny Rogers one). I'd like 
to hear a complete country album 
from him. This time out it’s just for 
his fans. next time. who knows? 


Noel Casey 
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Two free super family holidays 
atPontinstobewon. Plus LOO 
consolation prizes of ‘£25 off’ a Pontins 
autumn 82 Country Music holiday booking. 


All you need to do is give the correct answers to the 4 following simple questions: 


3. Who had the first American 
chart success with ‘Darlin’? 
4. Who won this years Pontins/ 
C.M.R.U. Nashville Star Search? 


1. Who had the first big hit with 
‘Crystal Chandeliers’? 

2. Who wrote ‘Help Me Make It 
Through The Night? 


The first two correct postcards drawn will win a free Pontins family holiday. 
the 100 consolation prizes will be given away at the Editors discretion. 
Answers on a postcard to: C.M.R.U., 32 Shaftesbury Avenue, Forest Park, 
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Get Rhythm/I Forgot To Remember To 
Forget (CASH), Goin’ Down The Road 
Feeling Bad (CASH/PERKINS), That Silver 
Haired Daddy Of Mine (CASH/PERKINS). 
Matchbox (Perkins), I'll Fly Away (CASH. 
LEWIS, PERKINS), Whole Lotta Shakin’ 
(LEWIS), Rockin’ My Life Away (LEWIS). 
Blue Suede Shoes (PERKINS), Peace In The 
Valley (CASH, LEWIS, PERKINS), Will The 
Circle Be Unbroken (CASH, LEWIS. 
PERKINS). | Saw The Light (CASH. LEWIS 
PERKINS): 


‘Legend’ is a very misused word, 
but in the case of these three 
gentlemen the term is as damn 
near perfect description as you're 
gonna get. Their collective talents 
cut across the musical spectrum 
through rock‘n’roll, country, 
rockabilly and gospel, and all three 
were heavily involved in the late 
’50s at the legendary Sun Studios 
in Memphis. This album was 
captured at a concert at The 
Sporthalle Boeblingen, Stuttgart, 
West Germany. It was originally a 
Cash Show, but Perkins and Lewis 
showed up, - this is the end 
product. 


The resulting album should have 
been one of the unforgettable 
moments of musical history, - 
unfortunately it isn’t. Not that this 
is a bad album, far from it, but one 


JOE SUN 
| AIN'T HONKY TONKIN’ NO MORE 
Elektra K 52327 


| Ain't Honky Tonkin’ No More/Slow Movin" 
Freight Train/Stepping Out Blues/Fraulein/ 
Will The Circle Be Unbroken/Gimme Some 
Lovin’ /Take The Time To Fall/Living Outside 
Of The Law/Holed Up In Some Honky Tonk/ 
Boys In The Back Of The Bus 


Joe Sun tends to alienate country 
music fans with his modern 
approach to the music, but 


WEW RELEASES. 
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REVIEW 


JOHNNY CASH - JERRY LEE LEWIS - 
CARL PERKINS 
THE SURVIVORS 
CBS 85609 


S PERKINS 


probably comes to expect too 
much from these performers, their 
names alone ringing so many 
musical bells from the past. Yes, 
there are flashes of brilliance here 
and there, like the Cash/Perkins 
duet on “Going Down The Road” 
which fairly rocks along, plus the 
same duo’s “Silver Haired Daddy 
Of Mine”’. 


However when the three of them 
sing together, it all sounds a little 
ragged, but maybe that’s what this 
album’s all about, a completely 
unrehearsed performance put 
down in one take as it happened on 
the night, then the tape was taken 
to Nashville, to be remixed by 
Rodney Crowell, who has done a 
tremendous job on what was 
apparently a rather rough master. 


Johnny Cash writes sleeve notes, 
which are in the now usual Cash 
tradition of sleeve notes, perfectly in 
balance with the contents. 


Cash, Lewis, or Perkins each are 
capable of an electric live 
performance and no recording 
could really capture the ‘feel’ of 
their live gigs, however this album 
is well worth having, because as an 
album it stands up purely on 
musical enjoyment and when are 
you gonna get these three legends 
together again?..... 


Highly recommended Pete Nelson 


One would imagine that reviewing 
an album like this is like preaching 
to the converted, because you 
either like Joe Sun or you don’t, 
there is no in-between, so if you 
don’t like him you will not even be 
reading this review, (that makes 
sense somewhere along the line!!). 


Joe Sun has the ability and talent to 
become one of the biggest of the 
modern country stars, his first three 


Lincoln LN6 OQN. Closing date for entries is 30th June 1982. 


Py 


personally I find his voice quite 
compelling. On this particular 
album he manages to walk that 
very narrow path between the 
modern sounds and those of the 
more standard variety, without 


“Fraulein” and a great version of 
“Will The Circle Be Unbroken’. 
Sun has gathered himself some 
good musicians, with his own band 
‘Shotgun’ augumented by the likes 
of Randy Scruggs on guitars, 


albums for the Ovation label were 
superb and his move to the Elektra 
label has done nothing to damage 
his reputation, he has wisely kept 
the same producer in Brien Fisher 
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SUPPLIED ON 
WHOLESALE TERMS 


HATS, BOLO TIES, BELTS, 
BUCKLES, BEADWORK ETC. 


CATALOGUE FROM 


estem 
\Novetties 


26 Parkside Avenue, Romford, Essex RM1 4ND 
Tel: Romford (STD 0708) 41758 


For single retail orders please contact other Western goods 
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It’s easy to complain 
about advertisements. 


Every week. millions of advertisements appear in the press, on posters or in the 
cinema. 

Most of them comply with the rules contained in the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and are legal, decent, honest and truthful. 

But if you find one that, in your opinion, is wrong in some way, please write to us 
at the address below. 

We'd like you to help us keep advertising up to standard. 
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The Advertising Standards Authority. 
if an advertisement is wrong,we're here to put it right. 


If you are running a Hospital Every 
Country Music 
Record Request Programme 
or know of one, and you want to 
publish this fact, send us the details 


and broadcasting times, which we will 


PUBLISH FREE IN A SPECIAL REGULAR 
HOSPITAL/COUNTRY RADIO LISTING. 


Thursday 


Wealdstone Football Club 


3 Dallas Country Band 
10 Al Barrett's Linemen 
17. Garry Blackmore 
24 American Expressions 


Details, Win Gay 01 907 5014 


losing his own identity. On one side 
we find the hard rocking “Gimme 
Some Lovin’” (done in the sixties 
by the Spencer Davies Group) 
contrasting with the old standard 


LITTLE GINNY 
MY DIXIE DARLING 
Pastatont PF 3003 


My Dixie Darling/No Time AtAll/Kiss and Say 
Goodbye/Too Good To Throw Away/Elvira 
Miss The Mississippi/Dixie Chicken 
Whiskey Get Me Gone/I'm An Old Cowhand 
Crystal Chandeliers/The Girl's In Love/Miss 
The Mississippi (reprise): 

Back in the early days of British 
country music journalism and 
indeed, British country music itself, 
Little Ginny was always being 
tipped as the girl most likely to 
make it big - and I can’t for the life of 
me think why she hasn’t. Oh know 
that reasonable success has come 
her way, but being honest, outside 
of country music circles in Britain 
she doesn’t mean a light. I don’t 
mean that in a malicious way, it is 
merely an observation, if anyone is 
deserving of big success then it is 
Ginny. In the past her image has 
been rather ‘twee’and maybe that 
has been a little against her ., but if 
anything that she has ever recorded 
is going to break her to a wider 
audience, then this album is it. If 


JOHN KING 
PORTRAIT 
Mint Julep JULEP 25 


True Life Country Music She's A Go'er I'll 
Leave This World Loving You Time After 
Time A Bridge That Just Won't Burn Coming 
Home To You‘No One Will Ever Know Jesus 
Loves Cowboys The Same’How Sure | Am 
Lay Down Beside Me That's All That Matters 
Neon Lights 


The Mint Julep label should have 
another winner in this particular 
album. “Portrait” is an appropriate 
title. for a portrait in artistic terms 
should truthfully reflect the sitter's 
attributes. “Portrait” shows how 
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Charlie McCoy on harmonica and 
Hoot Hester on fiddle, who adds 
some nice touches here and there, 
giving the album its country 
feeling. 


wWHeKKK 
A Second Opinion 


you were fortunate enough to catch 
Ginny’s performance in her own 
show on BBC 2 earlier in the year, 
then you will have seen the majority 


. of these songs performed and 


excellent viewing and listening they 
made and they have lost nothing in 
their transfer to vinyl. The whole 
album is a move towards wider 
acceptance with songs like Lowell 


well John King can handle a 
country song, whether it be a slow. 
sensitive ballad. a raunchy Gospel 
song or a tongue-in-cheek ditty. 
Though this is King’s debut album. 
he has been around the music scene 
for a number of years as part of the 
rock groups. King also writes 
songs and “How Sure I Am”, 
“Neon Lights”, “Time After Time” 
and “‘Coming Home To You”, 
show John to have a genuine 
talent. The musicians and backup 
singers fall in solidly behind him 
and the production, by George 
Doherty and John Anderson is , 
really nice and crisp. 

Pete Smith 


and along with his quiding hand, 
good musicians and good material, 
Sun has come up with another 
superb blues, tinged, modern 
country music album. For fans with 
a modern ear. Pete Nelson 


Georges “Dixie Chicken”, The 
McGarrigle Sisters “Kiss and Say 
Goodbye” and Paul Kirkby’s “The 
Girl’s In Love”. The backings go 
further toward this direction with 
brass being featured on two tracks 
and also sax on a further two and 
not a pedal steel guitar in sight! 
However, the album doesn't lose its 
country footing and tracks like “I’m 
An Old Cowhand” featuring Buddy 
Spicher on fiddle and “Miss The 
Mississippi” are pure country gems. 
In my opinion “Elvira” is not the 
song for Ginny's voice and “Crystal 
Chandeliers” is still a hackneyed 
song even if it is given a completely 
different arrangement, nevertheless 
the song and indeed the whole 
album, shows a great deal of 
imagination and thought. 
Recorded in both Nashville and 
Britain, with musicians from both 
countries participating, the album 
covers a great deal of ground within 
its twelve tracks and were I in the 
business of giving stars out of five 
for albums this would get five! 


Pete Nelson 
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Many Football League clubs 
are sick as the proverbial 
parrot over the current 
financial state of the game. But 
one man over the moon is 
Lincoln City’s David Mitchell. 


David is the commercial 
manage) of the successful 
third division outfit and 
mastermind of the ambitious 
idea to promote a revenue- 
raising country music festival 
over two days at their Sincil 
Bank ground in the city. 


The event is scheduled for 
Friday and Saturday June 18 
and 19. The decision to opt for 
a Friday rather than Sunday 
being taken in deference to 
Lincoln’s standing asa 
cathedral city. 


It is difficult to envisage a 
capacity attendance on what, 

- for most, is a working day, but 
David Mitchell is confident of 
the festival’s viability and 
points to a growing list of 
applications for tickets from 
fan clubs and coach party 
organisers as proof of its 
appeal. 


Headlining on both days and 
providing the international 
aspect will be Texan Billie Jo 
Spears. Main support on 
Friday will come from Skeeter 
Davis, while Saturday sees a 
special guest appearance from 
Don Everly. 


Home-grown talent displaying 
its wares in centre pitch will 
include such household names 


as Miki & Griff, Mustang, Little 
Ginny, Hillsiders, Roxon Road 
Show, Frank Jennings And 
Syndicate, Poacher, Tammy 
Cline And Southern Comfort 
and solo artists Russ Carlton, 
Mel Hague and Keith Manifold. 


5, The fiddling duo from Roxon Roadshow 


with 


The entertainment is 
scheduled from 12 noon to 
10.30pm each day. 


Certainly the festival is a bold 
move, but set against the 
present economic climate and 
current trends of attendances 


photo: lan Tilbury 
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Billie Jo Spears 
Don Everly 
Skeeter Davis 
Miki & Griff 
Roxon Duo 
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Are among the artists 
appearing at the 2 day 


pe _ Lincoln Country Music 
Aa Festival. 


annual event, firmly 
establishing Lincoln City’s 
festival as a major jewel in the 
European country music 
circuit.” 


at country music promotions 4. 
in general I can’t help but feel 
the promotion is going to need 
all the luck in the world to 
succeed. 


reveals his optimism by 
saying: “If the exercise is a 
financial success it is my 
intention to look at the 
possibility of making this an 


DAVID MITCHELL FOR liimeola City Footballll Club 
ke xe & | ek x | 


TWO” DAN 
COUNTRY 


FLESS UU W//ANLL 


Oiteen of American Coumtry WMusicm 


‘Billie JoSpears 


Special Guest Appearance 


Skeeter Davis 


MIKI & GRIFF « MUSTANG + RUSS CARLTON 
LITTLE GINNY * HILLSIDERS * MEL HAGUE 


COWPERE RICK DALEY 
pia June 19 1982 12noon-10-30pm 


Oiieex of American Country WMusicw 
(Billie JoSpears 
Special Gt ice me 
| Don Everley *) 


ROXON ROADSHOW » FRANK JENNINGS & THE 
SYNDICATE + POACHER + TAMMY CLINE & THE 
SOUTHERN COMFORT BAND « KEITH MANIFOLD 


COWMPERE RICK DALEY 


Last word, however, comes 


from David Mitchell who 


Friday June 18 1982 12noon-10-30pm 


SIDE SHOWS*SOUVENIRS eS 
CATERING*FULLY LICENCED 


TICKET PRICES 


ST. ANDREW'S SEATING £8.00 £14.00 
SOUTH PARK SEATING £5.00 dl £9.50 
SINCIL BANK STANDING £3.00 ~ £5.00 
RAILWAY END STANDING £4.00 £7.00 
ST. ANDREW'S STANDING £4.50 £9.00 
CORNER TERRACE STANDING £4.50 £9.00 


VICE PRESIDENTS’ BOX £35.00 £42.00 WIA 
(Including running Buffet and Wine all day) 


l enclose SAE and|Cheque'for:f 
Made payable to “Lincoln City Football Club Ltd” 
in full payment for the following tickets: 


Position Price 
NAME AND ADDRESS 


Number. 


David Mitchell, Commercial Manager, Lincoln City Football Club, Sincil Bank, Lincoln LN5 8LD Telephone 42333 
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Those that God wishes to destroy, first he makes crazy! So when 
the telephone rings again and it is another musician telling me he 
is going to form a band and could I help in any way I always start off 
with the presumption that he has got to be a little bit crazy for it 
can’t be the money as you’d probably be better off cleaning toilets! 


But we all know that these type of nutters exist so let’s see what suggestions I can put 
forward that may possibly make life a little easier. I will assume that you love the 
music. feel you have something to offer and have an ego big enough to take all 
battering that can be possibly thrown at you. So let’s start off. 


Market Place 


The fundamental thing to 
remember before taking 
anvthing else into account is that 
you are in a market place. you 
have entered the business of 
selling yourself. your band and 
your music to the public. The 
second thing to remember is that 
it is a buyer's market. The third 
thing is that to sell anything there 
are three main avenues open to 
vou: (a) You can be better than 
anyone else (and with the quality 
of bands around now that is 
difficult): (b) You can see a void. 
a place in the market no—one 
else is covering. and fill it: (c) You 
can manufacture a market by 
persuading the public they want 
what you have to offer (the 
fashion trade is an example of 
this). 


In the country music market in 
the U.K. we roughly fall into 
three categories: (a) the 
specialist old—timey bluegrass 
tvpe bands: (b) the way—out 
contemporary Hank Wangford 
type bands: and (c) the middle— 
of-the-road country music 
bands. It is the (c) type category 
that this article is aimed at. I have 
probably upset a lot of musicians 
already because they don’t want 
to be labelled 
middle—of-the-road _ because 
we are all individuals with 
something to say, but what's the 
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Help us, help those 
who help themselves, 
and please support 
our Advertisers. 


London 
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235—241 REGENT STREET 
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INNOVATORS IN ICE CREAM 


we offer a complete service 
to the leisure industry 


For more information why not 
ring Jack Avery on 01-992 3456 


good of saying it if no-one 
comes to listen! 


Getting started: 


One of the biggest complaints 
from new bands is that they 
KNOW they are better than a lot 
of bands but they just can't get 
anv work! This is not surprising, 
in the London area my list of 
bands trying to get into the 
specialist country music clubs 
now exceeds one hundred. and 
as far as I know there are only 
about 45 clubs! In addition to the 
bands who live and work in the 
immediate vicinity we have the 
bands from other areas plus 
visiting bands from abroad all 
trying for the 120 odd gigs that 
are available per month. 


Yet some bands get booked time 
and time again. why? Mainly it’s 
reputation! It’s difficult to build 
up a reputation because you 
can't get the work to build up a 
reputation until you've got a 
reputation! It is also very easy to 
lose that reputation over 
sometimes very minor matters. 


The people that run the clubs 
and local shows are pretty well in 
touch with each other and the 
word of a good band gets 
around pretty quick —as does a 
bad band. But most of these 
clubs book well in advance and 
so it may be six months before 
they can offer you a date and 


Clubs 
Special 
Limited 
Offer 


Size: 300mm x 400mm. 


what do you do in 
meantime? 


the 


Contracts or not? 


The people that run the clubs 
have a difficult job because they 
must book the bands that “‘put 
enough bums on seats’ to make 
it viable at the same time they 
need reliability. So for your sake 
as well as their's always get the 
booking in writing stating the 
venue. number of sets and 


length of each set. starting and - 


finishing time. fee and any 
specialist requirements. 


Cancelling 
Bookings: 


There comes a time when all 
bands have to cancel for some 
reason or another, but if you 
take a booking and a real gem 
comes along, like the Paladium. 
get in touch with the promoter 
and ask him to release you and 
offer to do a gig for the same fee 
later. Most will oblige. if possible. 
because it makes you a bigger 
draw when you eventually play 


Some bands Ree reputa ro“ 
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You are competing with other 
bands for work. never forget 
that! Try and get to the gig in 
plenty of time to set up and get 
your instruments in tune so that 
you can start ON TIME. It is 
important at every gig but 
absolutely vital when more than 
one act is appearing. Too many 
bands have a reputation for 
turning up late. Perhaps 
three-quarters of the audience 
won't know you started ten 
minutes late because they 
weren't there but the organiser 
will and he'll be the one that 
does or does not book you 
again. If you have one member 
of your band who is consistently 
late it is worthwhile looking for a 
replacement rather than undo all 
the good work you are otherwise 


the club. Never cancel a booking 210s 


(particularly over Christmas and 
New Year) because you have 
been offered more elsewhere. 
The word gets round so quick it’s 
unbelievable! 


Time Keeping: 


eee Country Music Round Up 


— Photo Posters 


normally retail at 25p each but this 
SPECIAL OFFER for bulk orders, gives you 20 for 
ONLY £3.00 plus 50p p&p. 


Send cheque/P.0. to Country Music Round Up, (Poster offer). 


For All Your Country Requirements Contact 


DAVID ANTHONY 
PROMOTIONS 


649 Knutsford Road. Warrington. Telephone 0925 32496 


\e THE 
PROMOTER. 
says cts 
y) ToLOUD 


pus TRY DOING 
s\ POMETHING 


A - Boxcar Willie 

B - Rose Marie 

C - Jimmy C. Newman 
D - Don Williams 


Please state 
the number of 
each required. 


Volume: 


Possibly the biggest complaints 
made against all types of bands is 
the sheer volume. If you don't 
have someone out front who can 
tell you, ask the audience. As a 
general rule you can go louder 
as the venue fills up because 
bodies absorb sound. If the 
organiser asks you to turn down 
do so. Don’t just twiddle with 
knobs and stay at the same level, 
the organisers are not normally 
daft or deaf although they might 
become so if one or two bands 
had their way. | know itis difficult 
to play some types of music 
when it is too quiet and I know 
there is always some nut (who 
usually insists on sitting right in 
front of the speaker!) who will 
always complain it is too loud 
but the vast majority of the 
audience are out for a good time 
which means the music is only a 
part of it-drinking, smoking, 
dancing and chatting to friends is 
also important to them. 


Concerts or 
Clubs: 


From a point of view of 
satisfaction. probably concerts 
are more fulfilling but they are 
not all that easy to come by, for 
every concert there are probably 
50 nights at the clubs where 
dancing is an important part of 
the evening. so if you insist that 
you are a concert band then the 
work may be few and far 
between. 


The fans: 


It is important to get in touch with 
the fans. These are the most 
important people there. Not 
you! Not the promoter! Because 
they are the ones actually paying 
their money. Don't have so 
inflexible a programme that you 
can't fit a special request in—f it 


COUNTRY MUSIC} 


SO YOU WANT TO RUN A COUNTRY 


doesn’t compromise your 
programme too much. Also it is 
sometimes difficult to get the 
crowd up dancing, once up there 
have another song ready so that 
you can go back-to—back and 
keep them there. Remember 
that if enough of them tell the 
promoter they like you he'll 
probably rebook. 


Uniforms: 


psice F280) 


ee 


vo 
SOME Bancs on NoT SECM 

CA Lox OF CARE WITHTHE. 
Ws STARE CLOTHES 


two distinct camps here. Those 
for. those against. | can only say 
this. | have never heard of a 
band NOT being booked 
because they were too.smart! It 
may be okay for Waylon and 
Willie. etc to do what they like 
but theyre stars. You're 
not - otherwise you wouldn't be 
working the clubs! Also 


remember this there are plenty 
of bookings outside the specialist 
country scene that will book 
smart country bands. 


SUPPLIERS 


PETRA PROMOTIONS 
GLYNSWOOD HOUSE 
GREENWOOD MEADOW 
CHINNOR, OXFORD Ox9 4JP 


Tel: 0844-51900/51925 


BUTTON BADGES - TIES - 
KEY FOBS - TEE-SHIRTS 
SWEAT SHIRTS - CAPS - 
BALLOONS - PENNANTS 
PVC BANNERS - PENS 
WINDOW STICKERS 


ADVERTISING 


and 
BUSINESS GIFTS 


235 TO CHOOSE FROM 
SEND FOR 
FREE COLOUR 
BROCHURE NOW! 


VISITING CARDS LETTER 
HEADS - NOVELTY PENS & 
FOBS SWEATERS - ADH. 
LABELS — ENAMELLED 
BADGES EMBROIDERED 
BADGES - GOLF BALLS - 
FRISBEES- DIARIES - 
CALENDARS 


RATES FOR THIS SECTION AVAILABLE 
FROM: DIRECTORY DEPARTMENT 


GET-A-HEAD 
with a HAT 
— that’s different.. 


Unique, fascinating and unusual range of 
THEATRICAL, COSTUME & PERSONALITY 
HEADWEAR. Godfather — Homburg — 
Hustler — Chicken George — Riverboat 
Gambler — big range of Westerns — Planter 
— Sunhelmets — Tricorn — old fashioned 
Topper — Spanish — Civi War — and not 
forgetting Straw boaters for the old song and 
dance routine — we've got the canes to go 
with them too! 


Just a few from our range in an extensive 
choice of styles and colours — send for free 
hat leaflet or visit — The Laurence Corner 
Him & Her Boutique — 126-130 Drummond 
Street, London NW1. Near Warren Street 
and Euston. 


RECORDING 
SERVICES 


ey | 


+ MCI & Studer tape machines 
+ Trident desk 

+ JBL/Amcron monitoring 
+Neumann, Electrovoice. Beyer. AKG mics 


We can also quote for a complete 

start to finish service including 
+ Recording * Cutting » Pressing 
+ Label printing - Sleeve design 


01-668 3457/6484 
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The Programme: 


TRY AND CRESE THE 01D 
FAUODRITES ih A DIFFERENT UAY 


from all the other bands. What 
you present and the way you 
present it. If you must play ALL 
the old favourites try and present 
them in an original way. If you 
refuse to play ANY of the old 
favourites don’t be surprised if 
an inferior band gets more 
bookings than you! Remember 
that the general audience will 
normally only get up and dance 
to something they know. The 
average fan likes what he knows. 
he don't always know what he 
likes! So if you have a less 
popular favourite number of 
your own and it is the same 
rhythm as an old “chestnut” slip 
it on the end! Try and do at least 
some numbers that no-one else 
does. 


Also always try to start strongly at 
the beginning. after the interval 
and make sure you have a strong 
end to the programme as this is 
the bit the fans remember most. 


Guest Singers: 


Unless you know them and it is 
arranged in advance avoid like 


This is something that must be 
left to the individual band. This is 
where you are DIFFERENT 


ITC AN TAKE SOME TIME TO Krol 
pur THE CEQUIREMEMS OF GUESTS 


the plague! They'll only want to 
come up during the last half 
hour. they could be good, bad or 
indifferent and there will be gaps 
in the programme while you sort 
out what key. etc.. when your 
show should be coming to a 


-| 
2) climax! There is no way they can 


do YOUR act any good. 


Change of 
Line—up: 


If you change your line-up after 
confirming a booking it is good 
policy to inform the promoter. If 
it is only a minor change. or 
you've had to deputise due to 
illness it does not matter, but if 
the main singer's left or you're 
the only one of the original six— 
piece line up you shouldn't be 
surprised if he complains its not 
what he booked. 


Studying 
Bands: 


Dust pecapse © 44D eur 
works FoQ Douy Caatow wv 
WON'T LOCK FOR EVVeey one 


By all means study other bands, 
noting their strong points, how 
they work their audience, etc. 
But it may not always work for 
your band. It is no good giving 
your bald headed drummer 
hormone injections just because 
44 D cup works wonders for 
Dolly Parton! Some front men 
have the knack of being able to 
say things that make people 
laugh that would seem offensive 
from someone else! A front man 
is so important, he can make or 
break a band, he cannot make a 
bad band good but he can make 
them acceptable! 


Size Of The 
Band: 


We've all seen the Americans on 
stage with seven or eight 
musicians behind them and we 
all know that we'd sound better 
with more musicians playing. 
But the fact remains that every 
extra musician is another mouth 
to feed! Most of the clubs are 
quite small and the door takings 
have got to pay for the hall, band 
and all other expenses, therefore 
they can’t usually afford to pay 
large bands so you end up with 
the same fee as a four or five 
piece if you want to work with 
seven! In addition most of the 
clubs have not got stages big 
enough to get a large outfit on. 
So think about it carefully. 


Recording: 


Nowadays recording a record is 
comparitively easy. All you have 
to do is hire a studio and off you 
go! Making a good record is 
much more difficult! But even 
that is easy compared with 
getting decent air play for it! If 
you are sure you will stay 
together long enough it is 
worthwhile indulging yourself 
and making that album. 


If you have plenty of bookings 
you'll sell a fair number, but 
don’t have too many pressed 
because you should always 
remember that as you go round 


the clubs a second or third time a 
lot of those interested will 
already have bought it. 


Packaging your 
Record 


Here we are back in the market 
place again! If you want it to be 
other than a record to sell at gigs 
spend as much time on the 
sleeve and label as you do on the 
actual recording. So many 
musicians think the music is the 
be all and end all. It isn’t believe 
you me. Good art work goes 
without saying. I hope. Credit 
the writers of the songs. give the 
playing times. Always put what 
you think are the strongest four 
songs first and last on each side 
(because these are the easiest 
tracks for a D.J. to find). Give as 
much information about the 
band as possible (so the D.J. can 
pass it on to his listeners). You 
can turn out a really nice LP 
musically and it will be rejected 
out of hand by radio producers 
and D.Js because the sleeve 
lacks professionalism! 


Original material: 


Any band worth its salt should be 
trying original material. This is 
the one chance you've got of 
standing out. The most 
important thing a band can ever 
have is a hit record. But you 
must always remember that just 
because a number is original it 
doesn’t mean it’s good. Try the 
numbers out on your audience. 
give them a fair chance but if 
they constantly go like a pork 
chop at a Jewish wedding accept 
that perhaps they weren't as 
good as you thought, put them 
to one side, until you're a star 
and your audience is ready for 
you. meantime try another and 
another. 


Agents: 


Agents are like bands—some 
work well, some don't. If you are 
thinking about going through an 
agent ask around the other 


bands and find out their opinion. 
There are some really good ones 
who will work themselves silly if 
they really believe in you. 


Pro or Semi-pro: 


This is something you must 
make up your mind at from the 
beginning. It is no good forming 
a really good semi—pro band and 
find that when that opportunity 
comes two vital members are not 
prepared to “‘leave their day 
jobs." When you form the band: 
you must all agree which way 
you're going. A pro country 
band is a really tough job. A fair 
number make a nice living but it 
is a long time for a family man to 
be away from home on these 
long tours and is not so exciting 
to someone in their late twenties 
or thirties or forties as it is 
perhaps to a teenager! 


Critics: 


How important are they? It’s 
hard to say but you must 
remember that they are different 
from your average fan in that 
they see MOST shows and get 
MOST records and so they judge 
from a different standard and. of 
course, they never have to 
spend their hard earned cash for 
this. They will praise something 
just because it is different and 
attracted their attention. If they 
really are experts they will notice 
subtle little things that the 
average fan may not even 
notice. But if you want to get 
things back in proportion look 
through a few old country 
magazines from 10 or more 
years ago and read those 
marvellous reviews for artists 
that some of the critics said were 
going to be super stars who have 
never been heard of since! Ok 
read what they say and see if you 
can improve from the criticism 
but always remember that he 
may not really understand what 
you re trying to say or do, and 
remember it is only an opinion, 
and not the be all and end all. if 
your ready to improve and 
develop your act... 


PAGE SEVENTEEN 
Expenses: 
Having read this far. and 
assuming you've decided 


against cleaning toilets. and still 
wish to go ahead what kind of 
expenses have you got to budget 
for? Obviously. musical 
instruments. P.A. etc.. (and 
remember you'll be competing 
against bands with good 
equipment). You'll need a 
telephone. transport. band cards 
and publicity and. if you haveso 
decided. — uniforms. — Luckily. 
assuming you got the 
equipment. telephones and cars 
are a normal part of our lives 
nowadays and shirts the same 
colour make an acceptable stage 
dress to start with and you can 
start off getting work in other 
places. 


Alternative 
venues: 


While waiting for the chance to 
get in the country music clubs 
start trying the local working 
mens and social clubs, the 
political clubs and old boys clubs 
plus the pubs. Be careful with 
residencies in pubs, however. | 
would not book a band that my 
members can go and see for 
“free” in the local pubs because 
a fool can see that they would 
not pay £1.50 to see that same 
band at our club. Remember 
none of this work will come to 
you—you must go out and look 
for it! 


The future: 


If you have a good band. and 
something original to say. and 
can bear in mind the pitfalls 
mentioned above, you just have 
to have the singleness of mind to 
pursue it all the time. Then you 
only need two other things: (a) A 
skin like a rhino, and (b) a lot of 
luck! If you do make it, I hope 
you won't forget me, Il 
probably still be scratching away 
trying with a thousand others! 
But I wish you good fortune and 
much success. 


FACILITIES 


SERVICES ge 


Country Music Round Up 


Special 
Offer 


SUPER TRANSLUCENT 


CASSETTE 
DUPLICATING 
FROM 38p 


“SSP were very good quality — 
the best value for money”’ 


Sound International July ‘81. : 
1-1/Hi-Speed, real-time copying a speciality. 
Info from: Simon Stable, 46 West End, 
Launton, Oxon. OX6 ODG. Tel: 08692-2831 


MA LELELD EDT , 
IN RETRACTABLE 


Send for FREE CATALOGUE TO-DAY 


We also manufacture Athletic Games, Keep Fit 
Leisure Equipment, Trampolines and Line Marking 
Machines. 


LODGE (CONTRACTS) LTD 


Trading Estate, West Molesey, 
Surrey. Tel: 01-941 2555. 


FRING LIGHTING ort 
STAGE EQUIPMENT? 


: CALL US FIRST FOR FREE : 
PRICE LIST 


i 

1 O1836 3221/1 

i 6799 I 
l 

Donmeir hve | 


39 EARLHAM STREET. LONDON WC2 
TELEX 299107 OMEGA a 


epee 


VIDEO 
SERVICES 


VIDEO RECORDING 
Inexpensive, effective, professional. On 
locations or studio, editing and lighting. Phone 
Mel Noonan, Videorama Studios, Hoddesdon 
60111. 


VIDEO AUDITIONS 


A video recording of your act can audition 
for you Anywhere — Anytime — Always at 
your best. 


Professional, colour recordings from £30 per 
hour. Studio or Location. Editing available. 
Call and see our demo tapes. 

VIDEO WORKS ...01-253 7101 


Cinefilm to video, format transfer and 
duplication. Specialists in low cost transfers 
between American (NTSC) and British (PAL) 
video recordings. Cameras and equipment 


for hire 
VIDEO STOP 
192 Castelnau, Barnes, 
London SW13 
01-748 1453 anytime. 


Mevilex 


* Rhinestones * Metallic Fabrics 
* Satin Jersey * Feathers 

* Nylon Net and Twinkle Nylon 
* Sequins (loose and braided) 

* One way and Two way 

Stretch Suitings 
Large Stocks always available 

Fluorescent and Bright Shades a speciality 


NEVILLES TEXTILES 

P.O. Box 87 

29 Stoney Street 

Nottingham NG11LR 

Telephone 598781 

SET of 7 COLOUR CARDS - £1.00 


VIDEO WORKS 


Promote your act with a video tapei 


Bands, theatre, groups, dancers... . 


Professional, Umatic, colour recording: — 
£30 per hour. In our studio or on 


location. 
Call and see our demo tapes. 


01 — 253 7101, 01 — 388 1487 


VIDEO FILMING 


We use only the latest 
broadcast quality E.N.G. 
cameras and U.Matic 
recording and editing 
equipment. 


Highly individual Videos 
for groups, entertainers, 
and artistes. 


We film anything, anytime, 


anywhere! 

Top Quality — Modest Price. 

If ajob’s worth doing, it’s 
worth calling in 


VIDEO 2000 ux ito. 


363 Beverley Road, Hull, 
Nth Humberside, 

HU5 1LA. 

Tel. (0482) 446351/2 
Telex 527589 


Limited 
Period 


Special discount offer avai 


~ SUN VISOR 


ONLY £1.50 plus 50p p.&.p 


lable to Clubs. 


° 


If you offer a Service to the Entertainment Industry. 
your name should be in these columns. 


Rates are available from: 


Directory Department: 0522 685507 
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OLD TIME AND BLUEGRASS 


kereh 


This is it. The big one. June 4th. 5th 
and 6th. We kept you in suspense last 
month with all that info but no dates! 
The Edale Bluegrass Festival. You'll 
never have such an opportunity for a 
“feast of fiddles and to top off the 
weekend everybody is invited to go to 
St. Thomas's Conservative Club, 
Hindley Street. Stockport for a Sunday 
night party and jam session. I'll have 
Midnight Flyer with me for the night 
and everybody is welcome on stage. 
DEZ WALTERS is coming down from 
north of the border. He'll be there for 
sure. Why not you. and let’s have a 
real party. it's the idea of one of 
Britain's country music “eccentric's” 
Brian Aherne. Good on yer, Brian. 
Sorry you won't be able to be at the 
Saturday night concert but no doubt 
you'll enjoy JUSTIN TUBB at the show 
you are presenting at the same club on 
that night. Who knows. maybe Justin 
will come to Edale? 


NEW 


Did you know Bluegrass now thrives in 
Leeds thanks to the CHEVIN RAMBLERS. 
Taking the banjo by its neck. they 
decided to hold a regular meeting on 
the last Thursday of the month at the 


STOP 
PRESS 


Julie 
Rides Star Trail! 


Fourteen year old Julie Clements of 20. 
Peverels Way. Northampton. won a weekly 
heat of the 1982 Star Trail Talent 
Competition. while on a visit to Butlin’s 
Bognor Regis Holiday Centre. 


Julie. who attends Duston Upper School. 
played a medley of country music numbers 
on fiddle. on the stage of the centre's 1800- 
seat Gaiety Theatre. 


She now qualifies for a regional semi-final 
of the competition hoping that she will go 
through to the Grand Finals to be held ata 
West End of London Theatre. where a first 
prize of £5.000 with over £5.000 in other 

cash prizes will be awarded to the winners. 


Julie, who is a member of the county Youth 
Orchestra was on holiday with her parents 
Julie is also a member of the local country 
music group Eddie Dawson and The Blue 
Country Band 


GARRETT 


Kevin the Chevin™ at Edale 


Answered by Pete Smith @ Friends 


Mr R. Frost of Felixstowe sent me a list of artistes and asks if they are obtainable on 
video. 


Many of the artistes you mention are not on video. Others are not on 
“legitimate” video, but may be on “bootleq”. These being illegal. it would 
be wrong to mention them. I am currently researching an article on 
“Country Video”’. hopefully for publication later this year. You also ask if 
Ann & Ray Brett, and Rose Marie have fan clubs. I can’t find them listed if 
they have. Maybe someone out there can help? 


June Davey of Burscough asks who had the first hit on “Cattle Call” 


It depends June, orwhat you call a hit. As you probably know there were no 
charts prior to 1950 to give us any help. You think Tex Owens had the first 
hit in 1935. That may be so, as Tex Wrote the song in 1934 and we know he 
recorded it. but my research into that year doesn’t reveal any large sales of 
the record. Eddy Arnold's version appeared in 1955, giving Eddy a number 
one record and his sixth gold disc. 


Joe Collins of Barnsley says he has a book of “Rock Listings which gives an 
incorrect listing of the first ten country gold discs 


You're right Joe, it is incorrect. The first ten gold discs. registered as hillbilly 
or country western were:- ‘Fiddlin” John Carson: “You Will Never Miss 
Your Mother Until She Is Gone” and “Old Joe Clark” (both 1923). Wendall 
Hall: “It Ain't Gonna Rain No Mo” (1923). Vernon Dalhart: “The Prisoner's 
Song” (1924). Ernest Stoneman: “The Sinking Of The Titanic” (1923). 
Jimmie Rodgers: “The Solider’s Sweetheart” (1927). The Carter Family: 
“Wildwood Flower” (1928). Jimmie Rodgers: “Blue Yodel” (1928). Jimmie 
Rodgers: “Brakeman’s Blues” (1928) and Gid Tanner & His Skillet Lickers: 
“Down Yonder” (1934). . 


Have you got a Country Question? Send it to: Pete Smith & Friends, 
Country Questions, co Country Music Round Up, 32 Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Forest Park, Lincoln LN6 OQN. 


Mummy AND DADDY BEAR 
HAD A LITTLE BABY - 
WHEN IT WASBORN iT 
HAD No HAIR AT ALL 


IF You Go To SLEEP 
I'LL READ To 


DEVISED AND DRAWN By PENS” — 


PICKERS 


by Bev Williams 


Grove. The first meeting read just like 
a British who's who of bluegrass 
music in the area. MARK PUGH and 
STEVE OUTRAM steeling licks and 
swapping lines. with STEVE OLIVER. one 
of the best bull fiddle players in 
England. providing a driving beat. 
CHRIS METCALFE who says he’s almost 
forgotten how to play the banjo. but 
who cares? As a past winner of the 
mandolin section of the Edale 
Festival, he makes that thing talk, 
Stirling work by JOHN BENNETT. lead 
singer and guitar man with the 
Chevins kept the night moving. KEVIN 
GARRETT (known as Kevin the Chevin) 
who built his own banjo and bought his 
dobro from well known expert BARRY 
LAINE. coupled with being a guitar man 
and tamborine basher. lends the band 
a varied sound. He says he’s gota 
pedal steel at home too. A great value 
night for the mammoth sum of “thirty 
pence’. one night a month. ought not 
to be missed. May 27th brings STEVE 
READ and his band up from Derbyshire 


* and future plans include the possible 


booking of any visiting American 
artists, but itis major function is giving 
English bands another possible 


ee 


ADVERTISING 
DOESN’T 
COST, 

IT PAYS. 


WwW 


CLASSIFIED 


(PRIVATE) (TRADE) 
15p per Word 25p per Word 
Min. £4.00 Min. £8.00 


BADGES of all types to specification in 
metal and plastic. Cufflinks, etc. 
Quotation on request. 

1 Markovits Ltd., 1-3 Cobbold Mews, 
London W12. Tel: 01 743 1131'2 


PEDAL STEEL -Sho-Bud. Lloyd Green. 
10 string. 3 pedals. 4 knee levers. 
Unused and immaculate. £600 for quick 
sale. Tel: 061 790 7320. 


FAN CLUBS 


RONNIE PROPHET 
INTERNATIONAL FAN CLUB: Details 
S.A.E. to John Elston, 7 Fitzroy Square. 
London WIP 6AS. 


BOB McKINLAY FAN CLUB: For 6 
news letters per year, musical history. 
badge and photo, please send £2.50 c o 
86 Bickershaw Lane, Abram, Wigan. 
Greater Manchester. 


DAVE BRYAN & MOONSHINE FAN 
CLUB: Details S.A.E. to Marian Ward, 
Rose Lea, Main Street. Shipton-by 
Beningbrough, York YO6 1AB.'. 
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venue. All good stuff, folks. 


| was shooting up the M6 in my beat up 
tranny van, having completed a day's 
filming for channel four of a railway 
documentary when | espied a trailer 
moving slowly behind one of those 
funny little Japanese Jeep copies. On 
closer inspection it proved to be CHRIS 
& GILL HARRISON, PAUL HAMMERTON and 
BILL FORSTER on their way to Ilford 
Films Social Club where they were 
appearing with BRIAN GOLBEY & NICK 
STRUTT a proud father now). The jeep 
was sick and the average speed 
reduced to about 30m.p.h. but Chris 
tells me the night was a knockout. 
Nice people running a good club. 


Another fine offering of instructional 
tapes from Homespun. You really 
should get in touch with them if you are 
keen on the instrumental side. 


POOR TURN OUT 


A sadly small audience at Whitworth 
Civic Centre saw a mixed show that 
should have been a sell out. John 
Keegan opened a three and a half hour 
show with three quick songs followed 


BARRUECO 
FRANKLIN 
NAMM‘198Q 


GPI Publications 
Cupertino, California, 
U.S.A. 


ONLY 90 pence- 
monthly 


by yours truly with Midnight Flyer. Liz 
CREAGH provided the first female 
attraction of the evening before 
making way for HAPHAZARD. Joined by 
mandolin and banjo for the night Uncle 
Jack and his merry band. which included 
his wife and daughter in the line up. 
really went to town. A very enjoyable 
half hour plus encores got the crowd 
Stiring. stamping and clapping. Peter 
Rowan had with him for the night TEX 
LOGAN on fiddle, GRED DOUGLAS on 
electric guitars. DAVE HATFIELD on bass 
and ANDY METCALF on squeezebox. Andy 
is quite ubiquitous being part of 
Telephone Bill and The Smooth 
Operators. (Still going strong despite 
rumours to the contrary) and TONY 
GOODACRES session band. 


Peter played the first half of his two 
hour session completely solo which left 
me wondering a little at the plethora of 
talent lying idle awaiting the call. All 
was revealed as the night went on. as 
various members tended to get stuck 
in The latter half of his set was filled 
with his better known renditions thus 
giving proof to the maxim of always 
leave the audience with them, wanting 
more. 


PLAYER 


Here’s why Guitar Player is perfect for 
those players, teachers, and other 
friends who take their music seriously. 


© Over 180 how-to columns each year 
by the top professionals in guitar, those 
in it day-after-day. 

© More than 80 articles that get behind 
the scenes and explore topics, just for 
guitarists. 

© Latest reviews of new guitar albums 
and books. 

© Product previews introducing gui- 
tarists to the very latest equipment on 
the market. 

e Advisory Board staffed with the true 
stars in the field, helping keep Guitar 
Player constantly up to date. 


LATEST ISSUE AVAILABLE NOW FROM LEADING MUSIC 
SHOPS THROUGHOUT GREAT BRITAIN 


> a6 LE COUNTRY : 
An CLUB Mus, 


ic 


SATURDAY, 


Evening only £3.50; Combined £4; Children £1 each show 
Available from A. BROWN (SAE please) Green Gables, Mastins Bridge, Fisht 
(Phone Boston 50384) or N. ARMSTRONG (Boston 750608) —~~ 
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HE ROCKABILLY SCEN 


ALVIN STARDUST. who's recording 
“Pretend”. made number one in 
Holland and Belgium. has now 
released “Weekend”. the old EDDIE 
COCHRAN song, it’s on Stiff Records. 
JOHNNY CASH. speaking of his 
“Survivors” album. cut with JERRY LEE 
LEWIS and CARL PERKINS. says “It’s the 
most exciting record I've ever done - 
even more than “Folsom 
Prison’’....Cash hopes to recruit 
Lewis, Perkins and ROY ORBISON for 
U.S. dates. JOHNNIE ALLAN’s re-issued 
version of CHUCK BERRY’s “Promised 
Land” (Oval) has a beautiful 
accordion backing. Tremendous 
single. News just to hand. somewhat 
late. but MURRAY THE K. rock ‘n’ roll’s 
most influential D.J.. died in February 
this year. Murray was just sixty years 
old and will be missed by those of us 
who remember the fifties. 


THE JETS new album. °100 Per Cent 
Cotton” (EMI) contains the hits. “Yes 
Tonight Josephine” and “Love Makes 
The World Go Round”. The album 
title . is. of course. a play on the three 
brothers name. 


“Rarest Rockabilly” (Ace CH 44) is 
certainly worth a spin. With tracks 
culled largely from obscure acts. the 
album rates as a real collectors item. 
The trax list as-JIMMY STEWART & HIS 
NIGHT HAWKS: Nothin’ But A Nothin’. 
JIMMIE DALE’ Darlin’ Baby Doll”. 
SLEEPY JEFFERS & THE DAVIS TWINS 
“Pretending Is A Game" My 
Blackbirds Are Bluebirds Now’. 
BUDDY SHAW “Don’t Sweep That Dirt 
On Me’ No More’’. ROCK ROGERS 
(who is really that fine blind Texas 
singer’/songwriter. LEON PAYNE) “My 
Baby Left Me’. MEL PRICE “Little Dog 
Blues’. RALPH JOHNSON & THE 
HILLBILLY SHOW BOYS “'Henpecked 
Daddy’. BILL JOHNSON & THE DABBLERS 
“Umm Boy You're My Baby”. STONEY 
MOUNTAIN PLAYBOYS ‘Stoney 
Mountain Boogie’. R.D. HENDON & THE 
WESTERN JAMBOREE COWBOYS “Big 
Black Cat” and BILL MACK “'It’s 
Saturday’”. The quality of these trax is 


Pete Smith 


variable for they were originally a sort 
of do-it-yourself job. recorded in 
garages. attics. parlours. small radio 
Stations. etc.. and pressed by Starday 
Records of Texas. All trax date back to 
the fifties 


Is BRIAN SETZER ready to split from the 
STRAY CATS...? 


WORLDWIDE ELVIS NEWS: The executor's 
Of Elvis Presley's estate are to turn 
“Graceland” into a profit making 
museum. No doubt the cost of the 
various legal suits against COL. TOM 
PARKER and the seventeen million 
dollars owed in taxes. helped make the 
decision. The state of Tennessee has 
now it appears jumped on the “let's 
make Presley's estate bankrupt" 
bandwagon. by claiming almost two 
and a half million dollars in inheritance 
taxes....Presley in print: “The Elvis 
Presley News Diary” is a beautiful 230 
page book. containing authentic news 
clippings from 16th August. 1977 to 
23rd July. 1981. Many of these are 
Stories from Tennessee newspapers. 
Unfortunately. the book is not available 
in Britain yet. However. one that is 
available in Britain is “Presley - 
Entertainer Of The Century”. by 
California rock journalist ANTONY 
JAMES. 240 pages with biography and 
photo section and the £1.50 price tag. 
makes this a must. 


U.K. Elvis News: The YMCA. Sebert 
Street. Gloucester. will be the venue 
for a two day “Elvis Film Show & 
Disco” on August 21st and 22nd. 
Proceeds to the local centre for 
handicapped children. The YMCA. 
Newcastle (near the Town Hall) will 
Stage eight and a half hours of films. 
“live” shows. etc on June 19th. 


The East London branch of El’s fan club 
Stage regular film dance evenings at 
“The Woodin Shades”. 212 Bishop 
Gate. London. These run from 3pm to 
10.30pm and forthcoming dates are 
29th May and 26th June 


What happened to Bill Forbes? Cast 
your mind back to the late fifties and 


recall “The Six-Five Special”. "Oh 
Boy’. “Boy Meets Girl’. “Cool For 
Cats” and “Five O'Clock Club”. If you 
watched them as avidly as | did. then 
maybe you remember BILL FORBES. Bill 
came to England. from Ceylon. in 1956. 
During the years 1957 to 1959 he sang 
in all the famous rock ‘n’ roll coffee 
bars. including the “Two I's”. 
Discovered in 1959 by “Oh Boy” 
producer JACK GOOD. Bill went on to 
appear in fourteen of those shows. 
During the period 1959 to 1963. Forbes 
cut eight singles for Columbia. “God's 
Little Acre’’/"My Cherie” (DB 4232) 
and “Once More’’/"Believe In Me™’ (DB 
4269). both in 1959. “Once More”. 
incidentally. was written by Bill with 
the intention of sending to ELVIS 
PRESLEY. but NORRIE PARAMORE 
persuaded Forbes to keep it for himself 


“Too Young’ and “It’s Not The End Of 
The World’* (DB 4386) was Forbes” 
only release of 1960 and his only chart 
record. reaching the number 29 spot on 
the fifteenth of January. The following 
year. 1961. was BILL FORBES most 
prolific. with three singles. “You're 
Sixteen’ Backward Child” (BD 
4566). “Big City Boy” That's It! Quit” 
(DB 4619) and ‘Goodbye Cruel 
World” “Next Time” (DB 4747). In 
1962. Forbes released just one record. 
“Like A Good Girl Should” "Laughter 
Or Tears” (DB 4855) and the following 
year saw Bill's last single. 
“Marianne” “Poker Face’ (DB 4945) 


'n 1964 Bill formed the group. THE 
CONTRASTS. who had a couple of 
singles on the Parlophone label. “1 
Can't Get You Out Of My Mind” “Click 
When You're In Love” (R 5095) in 
1964 and “Call Me” '°C’mon Let's 
Go” (R 5194) in 1965. BILL FORBES now 
lives the quiet life. concentrating on 
song and script writing and running 
his disco. It would be nice to hear BILL 
FORBES again - what about a 
repackaged album EMI? 

Well that’s it for now. Many thanks to 
BOB WIMPENNY and all who have 
written. Keep those letters coming and 
don't forget your club news. See ya 
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ROCK CONCERT: ITV 
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GYPSIES GREEN STADIUM 
SOUTH SHIELDS 
JULY 3rd & 4th 1982 


Gates Open 10a.m.-7p.m. * Music in Marquee 1la.m.-6p.m. 
SAT 3rd SUN 4th 


Tammy Cline ; 
& Southern Comfort 2 
Brian Golbey wm» \ 
West Virginia 
Kelvin Henderson 
Pinkertons Assorted Colours 


. .. by courtesy of Frank Feeney 


SALOON by S&N Breweries 
Family Weekend *« Square Dancing * Children’s Activities. 


Tickets: Adults-£2 per day: Special Weekend-£3 (both days) 
Children-50p per day 
Jamboree Box Office, Stars Record Shop, 
22 Boldon Lane, South Shields, Tyne & Wear. Tel: (0632) 568638 
Further details from Tom Risebrough, Promotions Officer. Tel: (0632) 568841 
Arts & Live Music Association (N.E.) Ltd. Charity Registration No. 511656 


Mustang 
Duffy Brothers 
Moat Brothers 

High Plains Drifters 
Kelvin Henderson 


COUNTRY AND 
WESTERN LPs 


from as little as 60p each 


OBITUARY 


SANDY 
HORN John Firminger 


(unbelievable but true!) 


All the top C&W artists PLUS 
many rare U.S. imports. 


You can build a fine collection 

of country LPs at a fraction of 
shop prices. More thana 

thousand titles available each 


Returning to Sheffield in the mid- 
seventies Sandy worked with various 
northern country bands including Jack 
Parkes’ West Coast Sound. High 


Country on ITV? I couldn’t believe it! And before vou go 
on about the title being Rock Concert, I think it was 
only called that because someone know’s that ITV 
won't put country on the tele so they sneaked it in by 
the back door calling it a Rock Concert....and what a 
concert! Starring The Eagles. Linda Ronstadt and 
Jackson Browne and if you didn't bother to watch 
because of the title you did miss a fine COUNTRY music 
show. 


I don’t know exactly when it was recorded but The 
Eagles looked sort of old-fashioned with their long hair. 
so I would think about 10 years ago. There was no 
introductions just an hour of good music from the 
opening number, “Peaceful Easy Feeling” until the last. 
“Taking It Easy”. For those of you that think of the 
Eagles as a rock band. you name me any rock band that 
uses steel, mandolin, fiddle and banjo. To a country rock 
fan it was a treat and the audience was predominantly 
voung people. something that you rarely see at a 
country concert in the UK. After three numbers 

from The Eagles they accompanied Linda Ronstadt, 
wearing a pair of earrings big enough to be trapeze 
rings. who sang “Silver Threads and Golden Needles” 
“Desperado” and a slowed-down version of “It Doesn't 
Matter Any More”. accompanied by only two accoustic 
guitars. If during the commercial breaks we had had the 
Banjo advert it would have been perfect. for the The 
Eagles reopened with “Midnight Flyer’. a great banjo 
solo. 


Jackson Browne accompanied himself on guitar and 
piano for a couple of numbers I'd never heard but the 
backing of The Eagles filled them out nicely, as their 
strength has always been the harmonies and the 
musical breaks and fills. A couple of more from The 
Eagles and all too soon it was over. No show biz razz-a- 
ma-tazz just a few people in jeans and T-shirts playing 
excellent music. 


Roy Clark Travelling 
Musical Show: BBC-2 


A review of some television 
programmes featuring 


country in recent weeks. 
Mick Green 


This was filmed at the Arts Centre. Christ's Hospital. 
Horsham and you will note that the word county does 
not appear in the title again. The opening shots showed 
Roy playing guitar, mandolin. piano. fiddle, bass. 
drums. steel and banjo and the show proved that he 
can not only play a lot of instruments but is a qreat 
all-round entertainer. 


This tubby man (Roy and Hoyt Axton would make a 
lovely pair of country book ends) full of personality 
started with a comedy number White Lightning. 
followed it with a serious Chain Gang Of Love song 
sung in a very pleasant country voice that sounded a 
little like Ronnie Milsap to me. then got a member of 
his band (Rodney Lay and the Wild West) to join him for 
Dixie Breakdown. He then left the centre of the stage to 
Rodney who sang the bands latest single Happy 
Country Birthday but did I notice Roy on twin-neck? A 
change of pace again, this time a solo comedy version 
of the Great Pretender where Roy sings all the 
parts.....and so it goes on Fiddle version of Black 
Mountain Rag, some rock ‘n’ roll, 12 string quitar solo 
of Lara’s Theme. quest Dana singing Dream Lover on 
her own then joining Roy for A Thing Called Love. an 
Elvis song and finally a medley of Beatles songs where 
he changes instruments for each song. A really get-up- 
and-sock-‘em show that left you marvelling at the 
man’s virtuosity and tired watching all that enerqv. 


TV treated country music kindly this week, if we had 
more shows like this and more artistes like these then 
the number of country music fans would undoubtedly 
increase. 


year. Available only to 
members of 
Country & Western Record 
Collectors Club. 


S.A.E. for details of 
membership to C.W.R.C Club, 
52 St. Marks Road, 
Easton. Bristol 5. 


KIMBERLEY 
JIM 
VIDEO FILM 
COMPETITION 
winners 


The first 10 winning entrants in our Jim 
Reeves Video film competition in April's 
C MR U were as follows’- 


Mr R F Letcher Roseland Terrace. Zelah 
Truro 


MrAM McDermott Millfield Ballymena 
Co. Antrim. 


Mrs Jean Wallhead. Springhill! Reepham 
Lincoln 


Mr John Potts Regal Drive Darlington 
Mr Martin Chambers, Coral Gables 
Shanklin Isle of Wight 


Mr Hamley. Ditton Court. Widley Lane 
Plymouth 


MrD Brassington Lays Drive. Bristol 
Mr Robert Plant. Wayside Walk. Harrogate 


MrM Sanders. Rosehill Road Wandsworth 
London 


Mr B Ross. Milton of Clava. Culloden 
Moor. Inverness 


Each of the above readers win a full length 
feature film video of Kimberley Jim courtesy 
of PolyGram Video Ltd 
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Sunday, 25th April brought the news 
that Chesterfield-based steel guitarist 
Sandy Horn sadly passed away during 
the night as a result of cerebral 
hemorrhage. 


Sandy. real name: Norman Horan. 
was born in Sheffield 47 years ago and 
began his musical career in the fifties 
Starting on piano. he then switched to 
sax with Jimmy Crawford and The 
Ravens 


During the sixties and early seventies 
Sandy lived in Cornwall where he 
taught himself the steel-guitar and 
toured for a number of years with Frank 
Yonco 's Everglades 


Plains. Kris Byrd Sound and most 
recently Buxton-based Top Country 
Sounds 


As well as being a fine musician. he 
was also something of a whiz with the 
electronics and mechanical side of 
musical instruments. many other local 
musicians having benefited from his 
expertise as a technician. 


My own personal memories of Sandy 
are that of a fun-loving ‘good ol’ boy as 
well as being a very professional and 
dedicated musician. as I'm sure many 
other people who knew him will testify 
Naturally Sandy had many friends in 
the business and sadly he will be 
greatly missed by us all. 
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When one travels around the regions venues as | do, I 
see and hear many of the small audiences, get into 
discussions about the reason for poor support, with 
complaints regarding non co-operation between 
magazines and radio, no advertising from the same 
source, plus everything else they can think of. So I’m 
left to wonder what is wrong with the scene? 


I have said this before, but I now say it again, it’s 
apathy! Most promoters are only interested in their 
own limited circle, they do not bother to inform the 
mass media available, then complain when they have 
not had a mention. OK.. of course there is the other 
side of the coin. In this region Radio CBC Country. 
when provided with the information do not always 
bother to give it out. But generally the name of the 
game is co-operation, it is no good just booking the 
acts and waiting and hoping that people will turn up, 
you have to go out and sell your shows. Two very good 
examples of this in the area, are HAB Promotions and 
The Abergavenny Leisure Centre. 


HAB Promotions have been promoting country music 
shows for the past two years, to date they have not 
really needed any extra publicity as all their shows are 
sold out well in advance, at Abergavenny it is much the 
same situation, even so they never miss the 
opportunity to publicise their shows, like when recently 
the BBC were doing an outside broadcast in the town, 
they went along, held up a poster of their show and 
were subsequently invited for an interview, this on top 
of all their other publicity ensured a complete sell out. 
500 tickets and a further 200 applicants had to be 
refused tickets, proof enough I feel that you have to 
work at selling your shows. 


Already Abergavenny are working on their next big 
show, which will be held on November 27th, and will 
feature KENNI HUSKEY. BARBARY COAST. AMERICAN EXPRESSION 
plus others, so I advise all who were disappointed on this 
last occasion not to leave it too late. 


The past month started for me at The Bridgend 
Recreation Centre, for the second of the proposed 
monthly concerts. Some disappointment of course, 
because ofKENNI HUSKEY being kept in the States on 
doctors orders, however with young JENNY PETERS as the 
replacement artiste. it certainly filled the bill to 
perfection. 


BARBARY COAST were first on the stage to present some 
very good down to earth Country Music; JENNY PETERS 
accompanied by a lead guitarist did a very nice one 
hour set, which included something for everyone and 
the audience really took her to their hearts. BARBARY 
COAST returned to bring the show to a close with another 
fine set that included some Cockney & Western, a very 
good drum solo and of course the good truck driving 
numbers, which one comes to expect from the Coast. 


A further show at The Bridgend Recreation Centre, was 
one which many people had been looking forward to, it 
was the return visit of a lady who last appeared here as a 
support artiste to the late great RED SOVINE. So a lot was 
expected from AVONNE JONES and I can report she lived up 
to those expectations, providing Ballads, Bluegrass 
Comedy, together with some nice self penned material 
which added up to a very good programme, certainly 
value for money being on stage for over one and a half 
hours. The group touring with AVONNE providing the 
backing as well as their own sets was Scottish based 
INDIAN SUMMER. a 5 piece group having been formed 
about six months ago, who provided a couple of very 
good sets with a nice choice of material, give them 
another year together, plenty of exposure and they could 
be among the best, this was a good performance. 


The OK Country Music Club held at The Malpas 
Unionists Club, Newport, is still not gaining the 
expected audiences. (Todate only averaging about 25 
per show). The first week the entertainment was 
provided by HANK HILLMAN & THE HOLE IN THE WALL GANG. (last 
minute replacements for The Mike Greatex Band), then 
came THE CLOVIS COUNTRY BAND. followed by a Bluegrass 
evening from THE CATS CRADLE STRING BAND and finally THE 
HIGHPLAINSMEN. all of these outfits present first class 
country music entertainment, but even with this kind of 
talent on view it still hasn’t drawn people. 


The FAIRSO Country Music Club held at the Fairwater 
Sports & Athletic Club here in Cardiff, presented two 
shows this past month, the first featured a CLIFF WHELAN 
performance to everyones satisfaction, this artiste has 
the personality and presentation to command his own 
order wherever he appears. Making a short quest spot 
was ROBALLEN. first time at the club, first country gig. he 
has a nice pleasant voice, uses some useful self penned 
material, this boy will be an asset to the scene with a 
little more experience. 


The second show featured the very good Blackpool 
based NADEN BROTHERS outfit, who again steer away 
from the done to death commercial material, but even 


WALLY WALLACE 


though | enjoved their performance. | felt that they 
were not totally accepted by the audience on this 
occasion. 


The CLOVIS COUNTRY BAND who are resident at this venue, 
are currently going through a rough period, as 
“Industrial action” within the qroup means they have 
been using RAY and ANDREW KINGSTON out of SHINDIG to 
keep going. 


The Double ‘C’ Country Music Club which has now 
made its home at the Roundabout, Spytty Road, 
Newport; recently presented The White Mansions 
Show. performed by TANGIE COUNTY. DAVE SHERIFF was the 
supporting artiste and quite frankly I felt very sorry for 
him. especially during his second set, when it seemed no 
one was really interested in listening to him. The same 
could almost be said for TANGIE’S first set. but things did 
quieten down for the “White Mansions” set, as this was 
the first time it had been presented in South Wales, quite 
a lot of people were there specifically for this and | am 
sure they were not disappointed. it is an outstanding 
spectacle. What really surprises me, is that it has not 
attained the recognition throughout the country which 
it deserves. 


The Congress Theatre: Cwmbran, presented the MIKI & 
GRIFF SHOW. a first class concert which also starred 
MUSTANG. The show was opened by MUSTANG’S verv 
polished and professional performance, which 
included a little bit of fun poking at vours truly and the 
audience in general. MIKI & GRIFF qave their usual 
excellent performance that included their ever popular 
standards, which evervone enjoyed. seeing these two at 
work on stage, it is hard to believe that they are now 
considered veterans in the business. they work now as 
good as they ever have. 


The customer benefits at this fine venue include: 
provisions for the disabled in wheelchairs. a verv 
comfortable lounge bar separate from the concert hall. 
the seating in the hall in stepped so no matter where 
you sit you can see what is going on on stage at all time. 
if you like your country music without anv distraction. 
this is the place for you. 


A very good country music evening, (for a first time 
presentation) by COUNTRY STYLE PROMOTIONS was held at 
BRITISH AIRWAYS “SPEEDBIRD’ CLUB. Caerphilly Road. 
Nantgarw; Caerphilly. this club has a capacity for 
about 250 and considering the size of the place the 
accoustics are very good. HAYDON ST JAMES & THE DALTONS 
provided two very good sets even though. thev suffered 
more than their fair share of equipment problems. but 
they should not be to disappointed as clearly this 
audience enjoyed them. DENVER SPUR were the other act 
on the programme and were their usual confident 
selves. delivering two separate sessions of real down to 
earth country music with a little comedy for qood 
measure, overall a very entertaining evening that 
deserved better support than the about half full hall. 


Promoted as THE BEST OF BRITISH COUNTRY at THE 
ABERGAVENNY LEISURE CENTRE presented four very good 
country acts in the form of LEROY & LINDA, 

CARL GIBSON. THE MUSKRATS and TAMMY CLINE & SOUTHERN 
COMFORT. for four and a half hours of excellent country 
music, which created an absolutely electric 
atmosphere throughout. People travelled from all over 
for this one, including coachs from as far away as 
Basingstoke, Ystradgynlais, Trelleck and Newport. 

plus many many more places too numerous to 

mention, which made up the 500 plus audience. 

I can’t put into words, full credit to the artistes 
involved in providing country music, which covered all 
facets and styles, bringing everyone enjoyment. My 
congratulations to BILL POWELL. the driving force behind 
the Abergavenny machine. 


Another first time country music evening was presented 
by Bridgend Rugby Football Club, which turned out to 
be one of those evenings to be remembered, THE 
MUSKRATS were the booked artistes, but the real story 
behind this gig started at about 2.30am on the previous 
morning, when the drummer of the outfit was called 
home through the illness of his mother. So the band 
brought in as replacement ROGER COLEMAN, a drummer 
from the Swansea area, he didn’t know their material 
and they didn’t know what he was going to do. the result 
was that everyone was on their toes, but between them 
produced a truly fantastic performance, congratulations 
to ROGER he did a great job. 


I'm pleased to report that support for the SWANSEA 
Country Music Club, is slowly but surely 
growing stronger, as each week sees a few more new 
faces, or old faces, whichever way you look at it, they 
are booking some good acts and have the benefit of the 
floor artistes, a format which promises to ensure the 
further success of this venue. It’s noticeable that 
Swansea has become a real hotbed of country activity 
at this present time, there is country music somewhere 
in the area seven nights a week, for instance: 


SUNDAY: The Bath Hotel, Oystermouth Road. 
MONDAY: The Domino, Wunarllwyd, Gower 


TUESDAY: The Tudor, Cimla, Neath. 

WEDNESDAY: The White Swan, High Street. Also the 
White City CB Club, Imperial Hotel, Plasmarl. 
Morriston. 

THURSDAY: Swansea CMC., British Rail Staff Club. 
Prince of Wales Road. Brichgrove Golf Club, 
Morriston. Moose Hall, Clydach. 

FRIDAY: Fords Club, Imperial Hotel, Plasmarl. 
SATURDAY: Imperial Hotel. Plasmarl. 


Quite a choice 


The Earleswood Hall, Shirenewton, is a ‘Country Music” 
dance venue, where they put on about four shows per 
year and usually draw upwards of about 300 people. the 
entertainment at their most recent event was BLUE BAYOU 
and THE HIGHPLAINSMEN. two very good groups who helped 
provide a good evening which everyone surely enjoyed. 
Both bands performed excellently. 


Ironically, just a few short miles away on the same night 
as the above, at The Town Hall, Lydney, the 


A FEW DATES TO HAND FOR 
YOUR DIARY: 


The Bridgend Recreation Centre this month, we see 
JIMMY PAYNE and THE JOHNNY YOUNG FOUR appearing. 


COTTON GIN and JENNY PETERS will be appearing at The 
Village Hall, Llanishen, Gwent. 


A midday gig between noon and 3pm at The Anchor 
Hotel, Tintern, features TONY BEST. and the FRONTIER, all 
will be supported by resident band CLOVIS. 


Well, that’s it for another month, please keep those little 
snippets of information coming in, as usual the address 
is 21 Harris Avenue, Rumney, Cardiff, tel: 0222 795006. 


Congratulations must go to South Wales 
representatives HAYDON ST. JAMES & THE DALTONS for their 


entertainment was provided by WEST VIRGINIA and THE 


CLIFFSONS. 


Tony Best 


Thanks to all those kind and 
concerned people who have written to 
me or telephoned me since the 
Pontins Prestatyn week asking how 
my throat has been since it seized up 
half way through the week. | had to 
take the Saturday and Sunday off but | 
was as right as rain again on the 
Monday Just as well really because 
from then until now I've been on the 
road most of the time. only spending 
four nights in my own bed in the last 
five weeks and before that get's 
misconstrued. | mean because I've 
been ona series of short tours...So we 
could call this months report Tony's 
Tours 


The first of these took me down to 
Somerset and Devon including the 
Smokestack at Taunton with that great 
character and superb songwriter 
Johnny Spencer from Bristol. who will 
be appearing here in our area in mid- 
August - details in a later Round Up 


After a few days working around the 
Midlands and one day at home | shot 
off to Anglesey for a few days. having a 
very enjoyable evening at Holyhead 
CMC at the Scimitar. Nice to see the 
club full as they've been having a hard 
time lately. but things seem to be 
picking up now. | hope the club goes on 
from strength to strength if only for one 
reason - itis one of the very few clubs 
in the area who contact me every 
month to tell me how the last month 
has gone and what the programme is 
for the coming month. apart from 
myself. artistes who have appeared 
include Ben Lee Rivers who went down 
exceptionally well with the audience 
They especially enjoyed his own 
compositions. Talented lad is Ben with 
a lovely laid back style. Jim Ryan a 
Liverpool based American who sang 
mainly traditional country songs and 
Jimmy Rodgers material which went 
down well with only a small proportion 
of the audience. Looking at the club as 
a whole. audiences have improved 
slightly although the club suffered a 
setback when Gordie West could not 
appear for a sell out show. Gordie had 
a throat infection and couldn't make it. 
Let's hope the club members get an 
opportunity to see Gordie in the not too 
distant future 


After a couple more shows on the 
island including a very lively night at 
the Cefn Glas Hotel in Llanfechell it was 
home for a day then down to Somerset 
and Dorset prior to returning to Farndon 
Sports and Social Club for their 
monthly country show which featured 
Shag Connors & The Carrot Crunchers. 
They were a knockout as usual. turning 
on a great comedy set in the first half 
and surprising everyone in the second 
half by coming on stage in extra smart 
Stage clothes and delighting the 
audience with a really solid country 
music spot. | shall be at Farndon again 
at the end of June (26th) with a couple 
of local country acts. Vince Layne with 
his ‘Tribute to Jim Reeves’ and The 
Chamberlin & Starr Trio. That's Eric 
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third place at Wembley in The Silk Cut Talent 


North Wales 


Border 
Counties Report 


and Bryn with their bass player. I'm 
looking forward to that. firstly because 
it’s always a good night at Farndon and 
secondly because it's so long since | 
worked with Chamberlin and Starr. 
Also knowing what Vince Layne can do 
to an audience. it should be a bit of a 
special night. 


One day at home and | was off on my 
travels again for a week which, 
geographically was not exactly well 
planned. as it turned out to be about 
eleven hundred miles in five days. 
Then people come up and say “What 
do you do in the day time?” Still we 
wouldn’t do anything else, would we? 


Regional Talent 
Report 
Bobbie @ Late 


Show 


Working with Bobbie and Late Show at 
Prestatyn. gave me a chance to ask 
them how things were going for them. 
for although they and | live in 
Shrewsbury we very seldom see each 
other due to tour commitments. 
Bobbie's husband Phil. who is the 
group's manager and roadie and sound 
engineer. echoed what | have found 
myself. that the work is still available if 
an act is prepared to travel. Bobbie and 
Late Show very seldom if ever turn a 
gig down because of the distance and 
that way they keep their book full. 


On May 27th the band left for a tour of 
Germany. (mainly US Military 
Establishments) and return on August 
4th. They will be gigging around for 
about six weeks then they do a month 
in Italy and Greece from September 
21st to October 17th. In November they 
return to Scotland for a month. as a 
result of their highly successful 
Scottish tour this year, when they 
were re-booked at all twenty clubs 
which they played plus a couple more. 
Bobbie and Phil and the boys tell me 
that although they are excited at the 
prospect of working in Germany and 
Italy and Greece. that they are really 
looking forward most of all to that 
return to Scotland in November 


Club News 


As usual I'll start with my own club 
Lazyacre CMC at the Lord Hill Hotel in 
Shrewsbury. the visiting acts in the 
last month have been The Garry 
Blackmore Band. Vince Layne. Shag 
Connors’ Carrot Crunchers, Alan 
Williams. Jones & Jones and Denver 
Spur-In June we are looking forward 
to the visits by our old friend Jimmy 
Payne with the Johnny Young Four and 
The Kenny Johnson Band. also J.R 
Taylor. a young man who has made 
quite an impression on his two 
Previous appearances at the club. In 
addition to these two club nights. the 
club have a big day out on Saturday 
12th June when a coach party of club 
members visit Fry's Club at Bristol for 
their evening show. but leave in the 


morning stopping off on the way at 
Tintern (in the Wye Valley) for lunch 
and country entertainment by those 
popular Welsh country artistes The 
Cliffsons and Stuart Christian..The 
Lazy Acre club also presents a Mid- 
summer Special at the Town Hall. 
Oakengates on 23rd June featuring 
Miki & Griff. Mustang. Dave Curtis. | 
will be along to compere. 


News has reached me of a new 
country music club starting in the 
Wrexham area. organised by Steve 
Farrar and held fortnightly at the 
Queens Hotel. Cefn Mawr. The first 
two shows (in April) featured Andy 
Morris. a good young country singer 
from Craven Arms and Liverpool's Joe 
Connolly and both nights were 
successful..This month they present 
Silver Bullitt followed by The 
Cliffsons, 


The Big ‘D’ CMC is holding its annual 
Award Winners Show at the Grove 
School. This years award winners are 
Mary & The Hollybrooks (Top Group). 
Jones & Jones (Top Duo) and for the 
second year running (Alan Williams 
(Top Solo)...Whilst over at 
Tumbledownwind CMC at the Royal 
Victoria Hotel. Llanberis where they 
are still getting good attendances. their 
artist's for June are The Bob McKinlay 
Duo and Ricky Dennis. 


The Crown at Lixwm still presents 
country every Thursday and among 
their artists for June are Jim Ryder, 
Nikki, Lee Woods. 


The Whispering Valley CMC at the 
Riverboat Room. Rhos Abbey Hotel. 
Rhos on Sea has no show in June but on 
July 1st they present Turnbull and 
Heath... The Colwyn CMC still meets at 
the Metropole Hotel in Penrhyn Rd.. 
Colwyn Bay every Friday. Their artists 
for June include top north Wales duo 
lona & Andy. Jim Ryder and Lee 
Turnbull. 


The Wye Valley CMC (every Sunday at 
the Llanelwedd Arms Hotel. Builth 
Wells) is a super little club. that |am 
paying a visit to on 6th June and looking 
forward to it. 


GKN Sankey Club at Hadley. Telford 
presents an evening of country at their 
Ballroom. on Friday 25th June when the 
featured artists will be that fine country 
band from Birmingham Cotton Gin. plus 
the great voice of Vince Layne and | 
shall be there as well. 


Well that about winds it up for another 
month. I'm becoming very 
disappointed at the number of clubs 
and venues (and artists) who don't 
bother to let me know their 
programmes or any news. Surely a bit 
of “free” publicity is worth the cost ofa 
phone call ora letter. So come on. don't 
keep your event a secret. Give me a 
ring with any information. news. 
complaints. or anything on Shrewsbury 
58156 or 68482. or write to me at 33 
Lancaster Road. Harlescott Grange. 
Shrewsbury SY1 3JZ 
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FRIDAY Aug 27- MONDAY Aug 30 1982 


Evening 27th August, 7.30pm 


| The Muskrats — Desperate Dan 
Kenny Johnson & Northwind 
Rodeo Thee Patsy Peters 


Afternoon 28th August, 2.00pm 
-—— | Tony Goodacre — The Moat Brothers 


Mary Miller & Pennine Express 
A pl The Muskrats — The Cockatoos 


7 Max D. Barnes (U.S.A. 
s KG 


Evening 28th August, 7.30pm 
Highway Shoes 


George Moody & The Country Squires 
Sante Fe 
Bob McKinley & Dixie Fried 


Afternoon 29th August, 2.00pm Compere: Sheila Tracey (BBC Radio) 
Frank Jennings Syndicate 


Kelvin Henderson — Mel Hague 
Jimmy Lawton (U.S.A.) 
with Sandi Hart & Levi — Carl Gibson 


Evening 29th August, 7.00pm Compere: Sheila Tracey (BBC Radio) 


John Derek’s Honky Tonk Band 
“yf Ken Harris & The Playboys 
on Sandy Ge Lane — Mustang — Muskrats 


Bes ren 


RIVER NENE EMBANKMENT 
Superb 80 acre festival site 
PETERBOROUGH CITY CENTRE 


* Seven Fabulous Shows 

%* 5,000 seats-under cover-Gigantic % Childrens Play Area and Fairground 
Circus Supertent * Open Air and Indoor Swimming Pools 

* Daily Displays in Main Arena * Licensed Bars & good Food available 

* Over 150 Trade Stands * Fishing - Boating and River Trips 


aT) A Ten acre caravan/ camp site - full amenities with riverside setting 


Afternoon 30th August, 2.00pm 


/ Budgie Coleman& The Country Gentlemen 
h gil Hickory Lake — Gordie West 
Dave ehyae & Moonshine — Poacher 


me) 


Evening 30th August, 7.00pm 


Barbary Coast — Hamilton Power 
The Roger Humphries Band 
The MiGshiars 


TICKETS BOOKABLE IN ADVANCE 
THIS IS HIGHLY ADVISABLE AS DEMAND IS EXPECTED TO BE GREAT 


ADULT CHILD (under 14) 
Four Day Ticket £28.00 £14.00 
Any Whole Day £ 8.50 £ 4.00 
Afternoon Performance £ 4.00 £ 2.00 
Evening Performance £ 5.00 £ 2.50 
Caravan/Camp site FREE with 4 or more four day tickets 
or £1.50 per night. 
Souvenir Programme (voucher) £1.50. 


When writing for tickets, please enclose S.A.E. and 
Cheque/Postal Order (crossed) payable to: 


Peterborough Festival of Country Music Ltd., stating which 
performances and send to Peterborough Festival of Country Music 
Ltd., Folksworth, Peterborough, PE7 3SS. Telephone: (0733) 
241789. 


Details of trade stand facilities and advertising space available on request. 


Peterborough Festival of Country Music Ltd., Folksworth, Peterborough, PE7 3SS. Telephone: (0733) 241789 


Registered Office Lloyds Bank Chambers. March. Cambridgeshire Registered No 1491940 Directors J Ford (Managing). W Lane J A Wright 
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Se a Eh 


Country Music Survives 


Thamesmead Washout 


sunshine. 


where | headed. 


SOUTHMERE 
LAKE: 


Due to go on stage at noon were the 
YELLOWSTONE PICNIC BAND but the 
weather was foul and the covering of 
the stage roof blew off and an 
emergency message was broadcast 
asking for repairmen! 


fi The Yellowstone Picnic Band * 


= 


Before they could arrive the sun came 
out. so compere Tony Anderson from 
Radio Thamesmead introduced the 
band and the music commenced. Now 
the sun may have been on the crowd 
but it wasn’t on the band! Still their 
“bonus’’ was a 30-mile-an-hour wind 
blowing in their faces’, but even with 
fingers like frozen pork sausages they 
swelled the crowd to several hundred 
with a nicely presented set. although 
accompanied by extra percussion 
from the workmen above hammering 
precariously on the roof in order to 
keep the stage together! Needless to 
say Slim Pickins made the most of that 
situation. 


The JULIE BYRNE BAND were next to 
perform in the “Thamesmead 
Freezer” and her country rock 
presentation seemed to please the 
youngsters. supplimenting the 
maturer country fans 
present....especially when she looked 
at the crowd. then at the rain that was 
beginning again and then sung Crazy! 
They went on to finish their set. then 
there was a small pause for the rain. 
before the Picnic Band were back on 
Stage. (now with fitted thermal strings 
on their guitars!) Another nice set 
during which | took the opportunity to 
walk around the lake and was amazed 
how clearly you could still hear them. 
So the sound crew must be 
congratulated for their job. performed 
in atrocious conditions. 


The weather finally beat them for a 


oe: 


© Mick Green pictured with Julie Byrne = oS 


by Mick Green 


The festivals’ included all kinds of entertainment. but for the country 
entertainment Expressions and Tom Gribbin and the Saltwater Cowboys 
were due to appear at Burgess Park, Camberwell: with Barbary Coast at 
Lessness Abbey and Battersea Park: but since the majority of the acts 
were scheduled at the Thamesmead/Lessness Anbey sites. that is 


while, however when pouring rain 
forced a close down on the Picnic Band 
ten minutes early. 


With rain blowing into the electrics. 
there was some talk of abandoning, but 
Julie Byrne and her band agreed to 
wait and when the rain finally stopped 
half-an-hour later they managed to fit 
in a 45 minute set for the 500 or so 


people that had remained behind... 


When the gospel section was due to 
start three-quarters of a mile away. it 
was befitting that bands with Him on 
their side found the sun had come out. 
so | made a quick dash over to 
LESSNESS ABBEY. 


With not a beer tent on the way and 
puffing with the effort. | just caught the 
end of Barbary Coast and Jerry 
Arhelgar who were presenting a more 
middle-of-the-road country 
programme but did include Jerry's 
Stateside hit Breaker, Breaker. Sweet 
Jesus. 


The compereing here was handled very 
informatively by Jerry. whilst British 
gospel expert Paul Davis was in the 
audience explaining to the less 
knowledgeable amongst us who the 
various artists’ were. 


A duo that work mainly in America 
called DAVE AND DAYNA opened and they 
were well received by the audience of 
probably about 1200 people. The stage 
for this concert was actually set up in 
the ruins of the Abbey. providing a 
lovely setting and probably the first 
form of religion there since Henry VIII 
closed it down all those years ago! 


| confess | didn't know what to expect 
from this gospel show but I certainly 
didn’t expect music like the JOHN 
PANTRY BAND turned in. Although it was 
still freezing in the wind, he started 


To celebrate May Day Bank Holiday the GLC staged an open-air festival at several of the 
parks in the Greater London area. The “May” Festival weather belied the date, it was 
more like December with freezing winds and pouring rain mixed in with short periods of 


with a really rocky number called ‘Hot 
Coals” to warm things up and with a 
lead guitarist looking like Wolfie from 
Citizen Smith they certainly did. 
Unfortunatley the next number was 
“Before The Flood’’ and whilst God 
may have had the music, the Devil had 
taken over the weather. It simply 
poured down....and went on and on and 
on! 


The compere came on stage and 
announced that all music and events at 
the other venues had been cancelled. 
but did they wish to go on? Yes!!. came 
the reply. And on they went with the 
soaked 800 strong crowd clapping. 
stomping and demanding and getting 
a aan. 
Photo: tan Tilbury 4) 
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an encore from this Colchester based 
band. 


Solo act GARTH HEWITT. was next on 
stage and accompanying himself with 
guitar and harmonica he held the 
crowd for 40 minutes before leaving to 
great applause. to be followed by the 
more classical sound of ADRIAN SNELL 
and his band. 


| will admit | knew nothing about 
gospel but these acts seemed nothing 
like any of my “preconceived” ideas 
of what a gospel act would be like, but 
now | could recommend anyone to 
look out for any of them, particularly 
John Pantry and his Band. 


So because the country music and 
gospel had held the people. (I still 
cannot believe that we have so many 
idiots that would sit so long in the wind 
and rain as they did). the organisers 
then decided to put on the Midnight 
Follies and even the firework display. 


The GLC deserve praise for attempting 
this festival and all the acts deserve 
great thanks for performing in the foul 
weather...but most of all what about 
the fans! What can you say? 


The GLC were apparently so impressed 
by the loyalty and enthusiasm of these 
country and gospel fans that they may 

now put on a free country/gospel event 
similar to Harlow. | certainly hope so! 


CLUB 
SECRETARIES 


Are you selling Britain's 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


‘COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP’ 


- offering the greatest coverage of 
country music - is available for club 
sales. Why don’t you find out details 
and let your members have the 
latest news fast every month? 


Phone 0522 685507 


For details of 
special club rates 


SOUTH 
MIDLAND 
REPORT 


With Country Music’s continued growth in the South Midlands area, | am pleased to be 
starting a regular regional report for C.M.R.U. beginning this month. So at this point, | 
ask anyone connected with country music in this area (which will reach as north as 
Banbury, as South as Newbury and Reading, as west as Swindon and as east as Luton) 
so get in touch with me, to get that news included every month.... 


For the first column | thought it would 
be a good idea to spotlight a few local 
clubs from this area. If you have been 
left out this time, don’t worry! | will try 
and feature everyone in this area over 
the next few months. But do keep me 
informed regularly and there 
shouldn't be any problems. 


ABINGDON CMC 


First Saturday of every month at 
Preston Road Community Centre. 
Abingdon. This club. run by Jim and 
Mary Kershaw is just a year old but 
has a regular, enthusiastic support. 
Advance tickets can be booked on 
Abingdon 23199 and their next gig in 
June features the STETSON COUNTRY 
BAND from Wellingborough. 


AYLESBURY CIVIC 


This venue has been re-activated by 
Allen Promotions. to showcase their 
touring acts. it comfortably holds over 
400 people. The venue has recently 
seen such names as Tom Gribbin. 
Cathie Stewart. Joe Firth and Jerry 
Arhelger. with the June date being 
filled by the TON! LYNN KRAFT show. 
Box office number here is Aylesbury 
860097. 


Band . 


well as doing their own spot. 


BANBURY CMC 


One of Oxfordshire’s longest-running 
clubs operates every Sunday at 
Banbury F.C. First two June dates 
feature DALLAS COUNTRY then NEW 
DORNE VALLEY. Advance booking is not 
necessary. as you can always getinon 
the door at this is a very friendly club. 


BIG K CMC 


Asmail but enthusiastic club operating 
from the BROWN JACK in Wroughton. 
they run fortnightly on a Saturday with 
occasional bigger events at the 
Highworth Recreation Centre. Their 
next Highworth event in June features 
Vision and a country disco with yours 
truly. On June 26th CHUKA visits their 
regular venue. 


THE COLT 45 CMC 


Is perhaps the most successful club 
operating in Oxfordshire at the 
moment. Regularly Tony Croxford and 
his hard-working committee usually 
manage to fill their large hall at 
Osberton Radiators Social Club in 
Oxford. The entertainment generally 
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coming by way of two live bands gives 
full value for money. Oxford 61969 is 
the number for advance booking: but 
be quick because tickets sell 
extremely fast here. 


HIGH CHAPARRAL 


Sadly, (in its tenth year.) the High 
Chaparral club. based at Pressed Steel 
Fisher Sports and Social Club, Oxford, 
has had to cease its regular weekly 
events due to reduced support. 
However. they have not closed their 
doors completely. as they are now 
running on alternative Thursdays with 
the occasional Friday country dance in 
the bigger Emperor Ballroom on the 
same premises. Their next such dance 
features PATSY POWELL & THE 
GOODTIMERS and KENTUCKY COUNTY. This 
month they have Bob Howard and 
Southern Roots booked to appear at the 
regular club night in June. With a low 
entry. this club still offers very good 
value. “Peewee” Pocock will be 
pleased to supply anyone with 
information on the club. His number is 
Oxford 46168. 


THE LAST CHANCE 


So named apparently as its club 
secretary Sue Keenan's final effort at 


Vision, pictured with Peggy Sue and Sonny Wright. Vision will be backing Peggy and Sonny on their September tour as 


successfully launching a country club. 
So far!'m delighted to report that things 
are turning out well at their small venue 
of Stewart Hall in Little Kimble, near 
Aylesbury. They run weekly (Friday) 
and the four artists for June are as 
follows: Terry Ann & Mississippi 
Showboat. Tommy Keenan Band, 
Natchez Trace. and Dave Bryan's Trio. 
Aylesbury 24096 is the booking number 
for reservations. 


MARINE BALLROOM, 
EVESHAM 


Into the second half of its first year 
presenting country music. the venue 
lives up to its glamorous name. 
comforably seating over 400 people. At 
the moment the club operates once a 
month on a Saturday evening with 
yours truly providing a country disco in 
between the bands’ sets. The show this 
month features AMERICAN EXPRESSION 


MORRIS MOTORS 


Every Sunday night at the Sports and 
Social club in Crescent Hoad. Cowley. 
featuring top bands at a mere 75p 


entrance fee. Acts include bands of the 
calibre of PATSY POWELL, EXPRESSION 
and TOM JENNINGS and this month's 
programme features COTTON GIN, RYE 
WHISKEY. DENVER SPUR. then VISION. 
They also have a big extra show night in 
June featuring Tom Jennings plus the 
Vince Showband. 


NEWBURY F.C. 


Another venue to view top acts at. Roy 
Lawrenson runs the country nights here 
with TOM GRIBBIN and KELVIN HENDERSON 
together in June. Contact number for 
tickets is Newbury 30152. 


Next month | will take a look at more 
local venues in the South Midlands. 
which because of lack of space | 
cannot include here: but brief details 
of other shows in June are listed here: 


OAKRIDGE CMC: at Brighton Hill. 
Basingstoke feature DALLAS. JESS 
CLANTON BAND. YELLOWSTONE PICNIC 
BAND then VISION. 


The Oxfordshire F.A. will present a 
special entertainments evening at 
Pressed Steel Fisher Sports & Social 
club in Oxford this month. featuring a 
country package show starring. 
Vision. Sandie De Lane. also Tommy 
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Keenan & Bumble Clarke. For more 
details contact Oxford 779548. 


THE SILVER DOLLAR CMC at Stratton RBL. 
Swindon feature SHALAKO. then 
COUNTRY NETWORK.....Then at READING 
CMC (South Reading Community 
Centre). you can see and hear DENVER 
GOLD....TAVERN CMC at Church House. 
The Croft. Hungerford also feature 
VISION this month..... THE TRIPLE C CMC 
Perry's. Evendon Lane, Wokingham 
have COUNTRY THINKING followed by 
AMERICAN EXPRESSION. 


That's it for this month. The number to 
ring with regional info is:- 0295 710815 
(24 hours). 


ADVERTISING 
DOESN’T 
COST, 

IT PAYS. 
WWW 


News from the 


Mick Green 


LONDON 


SCENE 


Greater London Regions 


Halfway through another year, | can’t believe it! By the time you read this | will be sunning myself and 

listening to country music in the South of France! Wembley has come and gone and thanks to all those people 
who came up and introduced themselves. It’s nice to know so many other than Londoners read this column 
even if they don’t always agree with me. 


As | said sun, windsurfing and country 
music....magic! But one thing | regret. 
for the first time ever I'll miss THE 
HARLOW ‘FREE’ COUNTRY MUSIC 
FESTIVAL. 


This takes place on Saturday and 
Sunday. June 5 and 6. And for all you 
that have phoned me up and told me! 
didn’t put all the details in The London 
Scene, | did, but him in the office, you 
know, with the pencil, subbed it all 
out. Anyway you can read the advert 
this month for who’s appearing. 


They've got plenty of parking at just 
50p....plus camping, shows for the 
kids. trade stalls, snacks and a bar. All 
they need is you and all you need is an 
umbrella in case it should rain and a 
pen and paper to write and say thank 
you to the council afterwards. Do 
yourselves a favour and make sure 
you don’t miss it! 


TRADE DESCRIPTION 


Bob Powel of BBC Radio London 
Country fame took me to task over the 
title of this column saying it should be 
called Mick Green’s Opinion Page. | 
pleaded guilty but pointed out that his 
programme is called London Country 
and you don’t hear a lot of music from 
London country bands on it! So we 
both agreed not to complain under the 
above act! 


and breathalysed three in the past six 
months) to go to many more and since! 
will be away for all of June can! hand 
the London Scene over to you the 
Greater London readers? 


Why don’t you write and let me know 
your views, what you think is good. 
bad: what should be done, shouldn't be 
done: what you think of our local radio 
stations, etc. Anything you like. Get it 
of your chest, write to my by July 1st 
and I'll try to use it to write August's 
London Scene. 


In the meantime it’s good news about 
two of the bands I've been praising 
over the past couple of years. HIGHWAY 
SHOES finally won Wembley. so to the 
two lans. Gary, Roger and John, 
congratulations! It’s good to see a 
band you really believe in get some 
recognition (not to mention a grand!). 
but it’s only the first step. mates. 


ROGER HUMPHRIES 


music “super star’’ who tries to be 
original. By that | mean the bills don’t 
get paid all that often, you travel all 
over the country covering thousands of 
miles just to take your music to the 
people and live on the breadline. 
Roger's favourite restaurant, Cowboy 
French's (a mobile snack bar in the 
City) carries a photo of him stuck up on 
the greasy wall. So you will gather from 
all this that Roger and the band don’t 
actually live inthe lap of luxury yet. but. 
if it’s any consolation Rog.. just turning 
out one album of this standard must 
make a lot of those hard times 
worthwhile. Congratulations. 


Roger and the band usually work for 
Allen Promotions. who have had their 
own share of troubles this year but they 
must be really pleased with the way 
their bands are turning out. AMERICAN 
EXPRESSIONS go from strength to 
strength, they now have a coach (no. 
not Brian Clough!). the kind that drives 


Photo by Brian Shelley 


SSR, 


you around). I'd recommend them for 
any dance or even a Fancy Dress Ball 
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FORUM THEATRE HATFIELD HERTS 


Saturday June 5th at 6.30pm & 9.15pm 


MERVYN CONN PRESENTS 


HOYT AXTON in CONCERT 


plus 


Rose-Marie 


and Raymond Froggatt 


Tickets: £4.50: £4.00: £3.50 


NEWS FROM THE 
FANS 


Debra has written to me praising 
TAWNY and informs me that the line-up 
is now Allan. lead vocalist: Rupert. 
Steel: Richard, guitar: Kelvin. bass: 
and John. drums. All except John take 
turns with the vocals and a couple of 
the lads write their own songs. | 
haven't managed to catch them yet but 
Debra is persuasive enough to make 
me want to. Sorry we can’t use the 
photos you provided...but bookers can 
phone Tiptree 815829 for more 
details.....) note Yvonne Turner is still 
working hard on behalf of GORDIE WEST 
fan club. 


THE CLUBS 


Pat and Buffalo inform me that the 
HILLTOP CMC. Hatfield. (every 
Wednesday). are putting on a special 
in aid of The Trigger Riding Group at 
Elstree. who organise riding facilities 


for the physically and mentally 
handicapped of all ages. on Saturday. 
June 19, at Edgewarebury Lane. 
Elstree. Herts....Eddie Edwards and the 
Alamo have given their services plus 
many other names and shows. 


THE CHAPARRAL RESTAURANT have 
altered their arrangements. My info 
Says live music only takes place 
Wednesday to Saturday, but there 
seems to be a much more varied 
menu. Ring Erith 31553 to find out 
groups and special discounts, etc. 


LUCKY 13 -- Dot tells me that she and a 
couple of friends from the Lazy H have 
found a new venue at the Askeans 
Sports Club, Broad Walk, SE3 and will 
be on every Friday from 8-11.30. For 
further details you can ring Dot on 01 
851 5282. 


Tom and Eileen Strath tell me that their 
Sunday club is now back at The 
George. Singlewell: their Saturday 
club at the Pilgrims has closed and 


GQposveDop 


Rooms 


N.W. LONDON 


brings to you 


COUNTRY 
x MUSIC x 


EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT 


50% OFF ALL DRINKS BEFORE 9.00p.m. PRICE INCLUDES A LIGHT 
WESTERN SUPPER. PLEASE NOTE DOORS OPEN  8.00p.m. to 1.00a.m. 


DELICIOUS FOOD — LUXURIOUS SURROUNDINGS 


4th June: 
£3.25 


11th June: 


CLODAGH RODGERS & 
THE LAZY BAND, HOBO £4.00 


THE BILLY BOYLE BAND 


25th June 
VISION 


Advance Box Office - Hatfield 71217 


they have opened a Friday club 
fortnightly where the Lucky 13 used to 
be. So we now have three clubs on 
Friday nights within a mile or so of 
each other. Seems crazy to me! 


NEWS FROM THE 
BANDS 


George Moody informs me that Ric 
Boland has departed to persue a solo 
career and Terry Clifford. ex-Shiloh is 
now on lead guitar. The fans tell me the 
new line-up sounds great! 


Mike Scot-Tracy has folded his band 
and will basically try for a solo career. 
Hope to have the full story later but! 
think it has something to do with the 
fact that he needed to eat! (funny 
fellow, pro muso.. expecting to eat). 


Don’t forget to send me your moans 
and groans and praises for country 
around the London area, the address 
is: Mick Green, 11 King Harolds Way, 
Bexleyheath, Kent. 


| 
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Vad 
kad 
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LONNIE DONNEGAN 


TOMMY KEENAN 


SANDIE DE LANE 


(sorry. Chris!) In addition the £3.00 
YELLOWSTONE PICNIC BAND seem to 
improve every time | see them and 
seem to have found themselves a nice 
little niche with the variety in their 
programme. Look any of the bands up. 


they all play the London area regularly. 


HIGHWAY SHOES 
(Wembley Festival award winners} 


SATURDAY NITE SPECIAL fede 
THE AUBREY LOVEJOY BAND 3rd July 
THE ROGER HUMPHRIES BAND £3.50 
KELVIN HENDERSON 


THE TEXAS COUNTRY ROADSHOW 
featuring: CLAY BAKER 

THE TEXAS HONKY TONK BAND & 
THE EMDLAND HILLBILLIES 


PATSY POWELL & THE GOODTIMERS 
plus CHESTER 


AMERICAN INDEPENDANCE EVE SPECIAL 
PETE SAYERS ELECTRIC MUSIC SHOW with 
SOMERS & CO 

COOLWATER 


COMPERE: BOB POWEL 
of BBC RADIO'S LONDON COUNTRY 


New album. A Blast Of Fresh Air really 2nd July 
is superb and I’m pleased it’s getting 
rave reviews and radio play. I'd 
certainly advise anyone who likes 
contempory country to get this album. 


Roger is your typical British country 


But of course, Bobis right and although 
| would think perhaps | go to more 
country shows in London than anyone, 
it's a huge place and | just cannot 
afford the time, money. or my driving 
licence (I’ve been stopped five times 


12th June: 
£3.25 


18th June: 
£3.50 


For advanced tickets and enquiries TELEPHONE 01 451 0066 
GROSVENOR ROOMS, 92 WALM LANE, LONDON NW2 (Opposite Willesden Green Jubilee Line) 


Fully licensed : Free Car Park (NO MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED) 


i 


American Expressions Photo by Jim Silverthorne Photo by Jim 


DANGER: Publishers warming: Reading Country Music Round Up can seriously involve you with all that goes on in the country music scene 
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Highland 
Country 


by Ann. Carmody 


With memories of the Wembley festival now settled in the back of my mind, those which 
will stay in the forefront are of the people | met and talked with. The heartening common 
factor which struck me was that each and everyone of these people are one hundred per 
cent behind keeping the country music flag flying. | am not going into any details on the 
music side as this has been ably taken care of by my colleagues, but | would like to 
mention the pride felt on seeing and hearing Colorado arid Gerry Ford (well we have 
adpoted Gerry) on the main stage. We don’t need quantity to show the quality produced 


in Scotland!!! 


‘In the talent contest | was most 


impressed by the four piece Country 
Mist. whose brand of music was just 
my style. If you should think on 
coming North boy's don’t miss 
Inverness. 


Back on the local scene things 
continue in a rosey vein with clubs 
enjoying good attendances and 
enjoyable acts. Tracy Wells 
completed another successful tour of 
these parts backed by the Country 
Jay's. Unfortunately Johnny Bremner 
took ill at the end of the tour but! am 
happy to report that he has fully 
recovered. There were disappointed 
punters recently at Inverness when 
Gambler took thestage with Mike 
Spence. Unfortunately rules are rules 
and for the safety of all concerned 
when the limit is reached that is it 


Tug Wilson toured promoting his new 
LP.. after a few gigs his backing band 
Nashville Express was reformed to 
Nashville Country. the latter being the 
much superior band in every sense 


With the car behaving asa car should! 
managed to visit the Keith Country 
Club where | soaked up the friendly 
atmosphere and hospitality shown by 
Eric Boyd and his committee. who all 
work hard in making their club nights 
so successful. Car willing | will be 
back along to Keith in the not too 
distant future 


| intend making an extra effort to visit 
as many of the clubs as possible over 
the summer months. With anything up 
to a round trip of 200 miles involved in 
visiting some clubs it does not make it 
easy for frequence Thank goodness 


for telephones. we keep Buzby on his 
toes up here!! 


Artists arriving from all corners this 
month in Aberdeen. Elgin. Keith. 
Inverurie. Kinlochleven. Peterhead 
and Ellon. From the U.S.A. comes 
Eddy Pride backed by Buckboard. 
Justin Tubb with Mustang. Rayburn 
Anthony with Colorado: from Ireland 
Terry Nash makes a welcome return. 
also Joe E. Hamilton and High 
Chapperal and from Wales. Phoenix 


Hoyt Axton appears in Eden Court 
Theatre on 20th June on his only 
Scottish date 


BITS @ PIECES 


Flo Stevens single on the 
Countryhouse label makes for very 


m= Reoional Reviews === 


The C.M.R.U. May coverage of the Wembley Festival needs no further comment from yours truly, other than 
‘keep it coming. we'll be there next year’. An added bonus over the holiday weekend was the invitation from 
John Ryan to visit his Harrow CMC where Easter Specials are common place. The staging of George Moody & 
Country Squires - (this combo will be touring Scotland later this year). A ‘bonus’ did | say?....this was one of 
the best shows | have seen for a very long time and hasten to add, when George and his merry men do come 
north. I'll be in the front line for a seat. A line up consisting of...George Moody, lead vocals - Terry Clifford. 
lead guitar extraordinary - Peter Wacknell. bass (and comely comedy) - Robert Pooley. drums. | 
repeat...don't miss ‘em. Many thanks to Harrow CMC committee for their exceedingly generous 


hospitality...see you next year. 


TUCSON CMC 
SHOCK.... 


Edinburgh's country music fans will 
be perturbed to learn of the 
forthcoming resignation of Tucson 
CMC president COLIN GORDON. Reason 
for the move is purely personal says 
Colin who hastily adds his family will 
continue giving support to country 
music. The official date set for his 
resignation is June 26th - final night of 
the clubs Country Charity Week 
venture. Artistes have been quick to 
respond to the call for support in this 
all out charity effort and all six nights 
have been taken by the volunteers as 
follows:- Monday, KEN MANNERS & 
WINCHESTER.... Tuesday, 
LEGEND....Wednesday. TUCSON 
COUNTRY & DICK BARRIE (Radio 
Forth)... Thursday, DUKES OF HAZZARD 
& BUZZARD....Friday, BORDERLINE plus 
SCOTS COUNTRY COMFORT...Saturday. 
THE DELTICS - FRENCH JADE - B.J. COLT 
(alias John Duff) - DALLAS GIRLS - 
ROUTE 65 - WOODSTOCK. Also during the 
week | am informed Lanark combo 
COUNTRY FAIR will be appearing. 
Saturday also features a country 
auction 9.30am till noon. For further 
enquiries write to:- Colin Gordon, 2 
Boswell Avenue, Edinburgh EH5 2EB 
or call 031 552 1122. 


RUNAWAY 
‘BUCKBOARD’.... 


Eastern based group BUCKBOARD have 
been given the green light for a tour of 
U.S.A. during July. This combo are 
increasingly in demand as back up for 
such artistes as...BRENDA 
McGARVIE....GORDIE WEST....EDDY PRIDE 
and others. ‘Back up band’ seems a 
pretty uncomplimentary description 
for the lads who are in their own right 


an excellent outfit. Having a resident 
spot weekly at the Crieff CMC 
(Monday's at Star Hotel). they have 
put a lot into the scene and only now 
are beginning to get some return. 


Southern appearances have brought 
return bookings, as have European 
engagements of the past few months. 
It is certain JOHNNY FORD. lead guitar’ 
vocals - BOB LAING. rhythm guitar’ 
vocals - DAVE CLARK. bass guitar - and 
group lead NIGEL SLATER/ drums. can 
give a good account of themselves 
where and when they appear. 


SANDI HART @ 
LEVI.... 


Sandi's permanent smile has 
broadened somewhat recently and 
much of that is due to her teaming up 
with Levi. Other reason is the 
Dumtrisian’s marriage 
(congratulations) recently to Phil 
Doolan. Scotland’s Queen of Country. 
has recently toured Italy and Germany 
and tells me a further three month tour 
of the continent had to be reluctantly 
turned down due to home pressures 
and full U.K. engagements. The show 
will be coming into Scotland in the very 
near future and a special ‘home 
coming’ is guaranteed. 


A.G. @ KATE.... 


Currently celebrating a decade in 
country, this Netherlands based duo 
have come up with what | consider 
their best album to date - “From This 
Day On” SCR 6. An album of selected 
country gospel tracks in the old mould 
and for me it's a winner. No strangers 
north of the border, my information has 
it they will be touring later this year. 
with more dates than normal. possibly 
on the cards. 


LORNE GIBSON.... 


“New fans’ to the country scene can be 
excused a little head scratching when 
one mentions the name LORNE GIBSON. 
Granted, it has been some time since 
this smiling joker has been to 
Scotland, but his recent T.V. 
appearances for me brought back 
pleasant memories! A chat with the 
artiste at Wembley tells me he is very 
keen to come north of the border again 
where he still has many friends and 
fans eagerly awaiting his 
reappearance. 


LOCHABER CMC 
FOLDS.... 


Sad news indeed comes from one of the 
most enjoyable venues it has been my 
pleasure to visit...Like most places, 
Fort William has suffered in the loss of 
jobs and inevitably something has to 
give way...this time it was country 
music. Former club pressy IAN 
FERGUSON and his good lady AMY along 
with former committee members COLIN 
and MAUREEN McDONALD have informed 
me, there was no way they could 
continue with personal subsidies for 
shows. The news will be badly taken by 
many artistes who have appeared at 
Lochaber....HILLSIDERS (will anyone 
ever forget that glorious night at the 
Milton Hotel?)....TONY GOODACRE (a 
staunch favourite)....MEL HAGUE...BRIAN 
GOLBEY...to name only a few of the top 
line shows who have taken the stage 
there...and all left behind a personal 
touch of friendship - each will be 
missed at Fort William - unless? 


FIFE COUNTRY..... 


The ‘Kingdom’ clubs continue their 
pace setting at Markinch and 


pleasant listening. The ‘A’ side “The 
Rock and Roll Waltz” is aimed at the 
pop market but in my opinion in no way 
could itoffend the most sensitive 
country ear. whilst the ‘B’ side “The 
Answer To Every Thing” really shows 
Flo in her true style. 


Nice to hear that since the Higland 
Charts started. Colorado held the No.1 
spot for 10 weeks. a position equalled 
only by Shakin’ Stevens. 


It is fortunate the the few die hard 
fanatics refered to in a recent local 
radio interview with Inverness 
songwriter Stewart Ross. do not share 
his dim views on the country music 
scene or we really would be in the 
doldrums. 


Heard from a reliable source that Glen 


DAVE HENDRY 


Kennoway. This month the Wayfarers 
staged a special Country Bonanza with 
seven shows in four weeks, including 
three Sunday specials. Only a mile or 
so along the road Burns CMC stay with 
the weekly Sunday meets and have 
some very exciting shows taking place 
at the Sandybrae venue. Club prexy 
DAVE MILLER has one or two ideas to 
put into place during the coming 
season and these include spreading 
the scene around with touring acts and 
a combination of local 
shows...meanwhile back at Wayfarers 
CMC the news is there are lots of 
“Head Liners” coming for Sunday 
specials...enticing to say the least and 
it looks as though a toss of a coin could 
well decide where and when to go to 
each venue. 


ON THE ROAD 
AGAIN ecoce 


Contrary to rumours. yours truly has 
not as yet decided to ‘pack in’ the 
country scene, and can only be found 
at home brousing through books and 
playing records (country of 
course)...there’s a lot of mileage in 
the old legs yet. as journeying from 
Aberdeen to London to Lanark and the 
west coast proves. This month a 
special and long overdue visit to 
Lanark and the Clydesdale Hotel 
where Outlaws CMC hold the weekly 
meets. It is doubtful if another club in 
the area caters so much in the field of 
country as does Outlaws CMC.. where 
DON CARTWRIGHT tells me he will take 
shows as they are available. This was 
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Scott has put down some very nice 
original numbers on his latest LP.. look 
forward to hearing this. 


Perthshires Buckboard really have 
something to be excited about. after 
their tour with Eddy Pride. they take off 
to the U.S.A. for a tour starting in 
Wisconsin. As if that was not enough 
for one year they recently received 
confirmation of an Australian tour 
which includes a TV programme. 
certainly looks like good promotion. It 
will be interesting to hear how you find 
the scene “down under” boy's 


This month | would like to put the 
spotlight on “The Country Jay's” from 
Invergordon. To all in the North there is 
no mistaking James Smith on lead 
guitar. Johnny Bremner on rhythm. 
James Cameron on bass and 
harmonies and Peter Angus on drums. 


the case when AVONE JONES and INDIAN 
SUMMER closed their tour with the first 
ever Sunday meeting of the Outlaws 
club recently. The Texas lass has 
made so many appearances in 
Scotland lately. she is becoming a 
common place name and as she so 
explicately quotes..."I love coming to 
Scotland, the people here are 
lovely..."’ So often I've heard that. itis 
almost a figure of speech. although | 
detected there was sincerity in 
Avone's tone. Her neat performance 
met by the demand for encores which 
was duly performed to the delight of 
the full house - albeit they were a 
happier crowd when told dancing 
would be allowed even while Avone 
was on stage. 


Avone was not without a sense of 
humour during our interview. as she 
related past experiences - like when, 
during a performance in Nebraska a 
streaker whizzed past within a few feet. 
leaving her open mouth and 
bewildered. Also she told of the 
moment when doing a personal 
appearance at Ernie Tubb’s shop. the 
mic stand kept telescoping causing 
much knee bending to get her material 
over. 


So I'm sure AVONE JONES. the blue eyed 
blonde, will be seen many more times 
in the U.K. and undoubtedly receive a 
warm welcome, although the back up 
band INDIAN SUMMER brought no 
seasonal changes for me - | prefer my 
kind of country in the old mould and 
leave the very progressive material to 


each contributing vocals. Further South 
they may be confused with another 
group under the same name. but the 
boy's | write about are the registered 
band. 


They have toured backing artists such 
as Tracy Wells. Dave Curtis. Marie 
Lester. Eddy Pride. and Tammy Sioux. 


Well received wherever they play they 
have acquired a following of fans over 
the years. Known to throw in the odd 
trish number here and there. adds to 
heir vast country reportoire. Their 
decision to turn professional some two 
years ago. is one which | am sure they 
have no reason to regret. 


Well folks. as usual news. views and 
comments to 56 Kilmuir Road. 
Inverness. or telephone 221268. 


Colorado held the No.1 spot for 10 weeks 


the rocking country fans, who may find 
some kind of entertainment in this kind 
of music, - hence my retiral to the 
sublime quietness of the adjoining 
lounge and a chat with local agent 
HELEN THORPE, who is now doing a fine 
job engaging many good quality 
overseas acts. Next op tour from 
Helen's bag of goodies will be EDDIE 
PRIDE backed by BUCKBOARD. 


DANCING TONY 


TONY GOODACRE thrilled a full house and 
left behind a somewhat startled 
committee by way of his invite to 
dance-along-to-Tony. This came as a 
complete surprise to those who 
previously never knew the gent enjoyed 
a dancing audience, leaving a very 
Satisfied crowd who ask me to send this 
message to him, simply “Haste Ye 
Back, there's a warm reception waiting 
when you return’’... message passed. 


Anice touch to the scene at Lanark was 
the introduction of FRASER CRAWFORD 
who put over a pleasant set with his 
mixture of standards and skiffle 
songs...and closing off a personal 
statement from hotel manager DES KAY, 
guote..."If it wasn’t for Don Cartwright 
and his committee. Lanark would 

be lost and have had no introduction to 
country music..."’, unquote. Incidently 
Don is suffering currently from some 
rather severe illness. so we wish him 
well for a speedy recovery. 


Back next month. meantime take care. 
See you along the way. 


Southern 


Stvie 


Ernie Sears 


I'd better leave my Wembley visit alone since I'm deadly 
afraid that my thick file of reports might well get the chop! 


Down south I made my first visit to the newly built Ferneham 
Hall at Fareham. near Portsmouth....historians note that 
“Ferneham” is the “old’’ name for the borough. (You get 
history as well in this column!) 


A splendidly laid out “complex’’. reached via the back of the 
shopping precinct.....plenty of car parking space. or why not 
try the railway service as | did which is very cheap and late 
trains will get you back to either Southampton and beyond or 
Portsmouth ditto. 


The “NEIL COPPENDALE COUNTRY SHOW™... so ran the 
publicity...pity that the artistes just got a mention here 
and there depending which paper you subscribed to... 
although | know Neil’s name virtually guarantees quality. 
not everyone is aware of that and country music still needs 
the average “punter” to make it viable. 


However. a fine show....old friends I'd lost touch with 
SPINNING WHEEL were the band and very much an 
entertaining bunch, with RON MAY still drumming and 
vocalising. PAUL GREEDUS ditto guitar and vocals, newish 
steelie DUNCAN “STILTS” CAMPBELL, being a more than 
adequate replacement for JERRY WEST (still playing and 
driving his cab!).....the latter information from my old 
“Moody Blues” mate ROD CLARK who fronts the band on bass 
and some much improved vocals....along with his gentle 
humour. 


With NEIL COPPENDALE doing the compere bit (missed that 
white suit!) the rest of the show had the impressive voice and 
guitar of TONY FALCON, a master of his craft....a superb JIM 
REEVES medley plus a beautiful rendering of “Danny Boy’ as 
part of his set....and (we can't go on meeting like this!) 
YVONNE & NORMAN CHAMPION. who were. in concert setting. 
frankly. sensational! A great pity that such an entertaining 
show drew only a quarter full hall...my estimate was about 
100 punters in a 400 seater. 


As | said. my advance programme said “THE NEIL COPPENDALE 
COUNTRY SHOW”....1 went “on spec” myself but wasn't at all 
disappointed...others might have just wondered! 


Perhaps the next night accounted for some...it was all down to 
POACHER at Southampton’s Wildwood South....a real feather 
in REG LODGE’S cap. not to mention JOHN CLAY. ROBBIE & PATSY. 
et al.....and other's who pull their more than fair share of the 
weight of keeping the club in the black. 


Whata night! A splendid gesture from both POACHER and their 
agency DAVID ANTHONY PROMOTIONS who sent the band - 
down.....what a great pity that on a super night. with those 
incredible harmonies. even more incredible music. plus that 
well known humour...even a snatch of “The Birdie 
Song’’!...that they weren’t queueing outside the doors of the 
club venue and down the road! 

Infact a less than should have been expected crowd...I'd like 
to hear the excuses from those that didn’t make it! 


Outstanding from POACHER was a speedy version of “Good 
Hearted Woman’ ...man. that keyboard player is something 
else!...and we got the original. (and best) ‘Darlin’. of 
course. whilst in the dressing room. leader Tim and | 
Swopped anecdotes about the “Mucky Mountains’. 
Padgate. St. Helens. Burtonwood. The Vulcan Steelworks. 
which I'd encountered as an RAF lad. let loose in wartime 
Lancashire....oh. yes. long before Tim’s time! 


In the audience | spotted TED COLLINSON from the disbanded 
MIDNITE RAMBLERS. and his wife PAM. also DUGGIE WAITE, EX 
FLINTLOCK”’...both of ‘em swore they'd hung up their spurs! 


Filling in the short intervals was the incredible “SEXY SID” 
with his SB disco...what a delight not to be deafened by a DJ! 


Another good night at the WILDWOOD SOUTH CMC...there’s 
quite a few of ‘em this year.....was a return of MARY MILLER 
& SARATOGA FREEWAY....their third visit to the club and 2 
reasonably full house were treated to a fine evening from a 
band that has had a couple of new men added recently and 
are down to a three piece....with talk of A keyboard player to 
join them soon...the whole fronted by the very bubbly MARY 
MILLER....in a glittery red outfit with a fringe that reminded 
me of the “Roaring Twenties’’....not that | was around then! 


The whole bunch were in excellent form and the lady's voice 
and personality was, if anything. more delightful than the 
last time | saw them....Must have been a year ago. 

They're back again in June with American singer/songwriter 
CARMOL TAYLOR. and that month Southampton fans will also 
have the chance to see the DALLAS COUNTRY BAND. CUTTIN’ 
LOOSE. JEFFERSON COUNTY. plus the highly professional 
MUSKRATS....all top class outfits, all “country”’....since there 
are some who claim that ninety per cent of Wildwood's 
bands ‘aren’t country’...one in particular who shall be 


nameless! Club President REG LODGE relates that one. 
concerning a guy he met in a pub. in his newsletter! 


Funny people about! 


NIX...NEWS 


Before leaving the immediate area there's good news at the 
time of writing for ED NIX & BUSTED fans...of which there were 
many not too long ago...they’re “on the road” again and 
although communication is sometimes difficult with 
potential superstar ED NIX not being on the ‘phone you can try 
Southampton 550050 (mine) or ditto 776525. Dare| say “the 
best of luck’ to the band? (Who have in the past reached for 
great heights only to fall from same overnight)...hope EDDIE 
still has that very expensive suit! 


Also many thanks to the enormous crowd and the superb BoB 
HOWARD SOUTHERN ROOTS who did a “one-off” night for 
yours truly and the agency at the local “SAINTS” hotel ona 
SOUTHERN COMFORT promotion night....not often | hook 
“pubs” as such but this is a little different...1 was even 
persuaded (yes!) to not only judge the “Best Cowgirl" outfit 
but also inveigled into firing the landlord Ken's six- 
shooter.....twice! Since I’m sure that there were one or two 
familiar faces who'd take great delight in relating that. I'll 
own up! Whether or not the aforesaid landlord and | can 
reconcile our dealings to the extent of running more regular 
nights (Wednesday) there, is in the melting pot at the 
moment...! appreciate the problems of fees very 

well ...keep an eye open. you locals 


Certainly a very comfortable place these days. far removed 
from the once quite. quite notorious “pub” it used to be. 


NO NEWS FROM THE 
OTHER CLUBS... 


RINGWOOD has a nice one on Tuesdays. 

it's been on the map for years. but still no one 

sends me a programme and | haven't hitched a lift down there 
So far..Blandford (away in Dorset) has a nice one on Fridays 
but again it seems programmes are difficult to come 
by....Basingstoke has the OAKRIDGE CMC (Fridays). Now they 
do keep me in touch all the time. so! can mention in June they 
have DALLAS COUNTRY BAND. THE JESS CLANTON BAND. 
YELLOWSTONE PICNIC BAND. and the area's “good ‘un™ 

VISION... the last one being a Saturday....PORTSMOUTH 
COUNTRY MUSIC CENTRE operates as usual on Mondays at the 
SOUTHSEA ROCK GARDENS PAVILION but again | get no advance 
notices of what's a coming and I'm afraid Monday visiting 
isn't currently feasible for me. 


FARNHAM’S SILVER DOLLAR at the Maltings have booked all the 
bands in June via the E&S Agency so | can tell you they’e got 
HANK DALTON’S COUNTRY BAND...always a good evening with 
them....that’s on the Sth. Then JEANNIE SINCLAIR & STATESIDE 
appear on the 19th...the latter band will be also at the QUEENS 
SHOPPING PRECINCT bandstand at CRAWLEY. SUSSEX. the same 
afternon twixt 3.00 and 4.00pm and judging by last year's 
bookings a good time will be had by all. 


Not far from the above is MIDHURST. and a letter from PAM 
FLYNN tells me that she runs the GRANGE CENTRE. COUNTRY & 
WESTERN SHOWS (four a year). 1982 sees DENVER GOLD & DEREK 
HARPER TRIO. in September, MOONSHINE with JOHNNY ELK, and 
CLIFF WHELAN with KANSAS KOUNTRY in December... tickets are 
in the £2 region with usually a supper inclusive so that's a 
couple to watch out for... 


In a busy little area there's also the CHICHESTER CMC which 
now has a couple of other offshoots under the eagle eye of 
bossman TONY BLEACH... and in June there’s PATSY POWELL at 
ST. GEORGES HALL. WHYKE. followed the day after by SANTE FE at 
the WILLOWHALE CENTRE (BOGNOR area's ROSE GREEN village). 
Then CUTTIN’ LOOSE are at ST. GEORGES on the 26th....also don’t 
forget, every other Thursday, there’s country evenings at the 
GROVESNOR ROOMS. BOGNOR where some up coming bookings 
include HANK DALTON. EMERALD. KENNY FENDER. CHALK VALLEY 
etc. (You see. Tony. | took your comments to heart at the 
WEMBLEY FESTIVAL! .. ) Thanks for keeping the programmes a 
coming. 


Whilst in sunny Sussex...a ‘phone cal from one CHRIS 
GOLDRING (Brighton 772807) tells me that this hard-working 
and as always still ambitious lady. is now fronting a 
recording company, producing under the title BRIGHT MOON 
MUSIC...and notably has secured JIM ED HUSTON on the “GOLD 
RING” label (released April). numbers written by Chris with 
TONY AMES and MIKE McKEEVER with some unique backing.. 
my notes, say the MIKE SAMMES SINGERS and an AUSTRALIAN 
aborigine PETe!.....Interesting to get a copy of that one! 


Another ‘phone call from SHAUN BYRNE (no, | checked out that 
he's no relation to the delectable JULIE!).... informs me that 
he is now with the Swindon based DRIFTER who currently 
have ANNE-MARIE singing with them...since that’s a very 
impressive combination. bookers might like the lad's 
number. 486047....Swindon. of course. 


Yvonne & Norman Champion at Wembley '82 


A letter from BRIAN DUFFISSEY of RAMUDA advised me that they 
were touring the south from their Yorkshire base in May...too 
late for that issue...but promised me a glass of milk at their 
gigs if | made it to WILDWOOD SOUTH....having had my ulcers 
“solved” I'm not averse to milk but more than happy with a 
tomato juice. 


More records (singles) arrived from RCA...with LEON 
EVERETTE, a lovely “country” voice and music on one and 
RAZZY BAILEY on t’other...again. really my cup ‘o tea....! noted 
an amazing resemblance vocally to our own local NORMAN 
MOURANT....does he know this, wonder? Must ring up the lad 
on his RADIO SOLENT stint. 


ERNEST TUBB (with LORETTA LYNN and GEORGE JONES) on a 
single from FIRST GENERATION records were enjoyable. as 
were two, from the same label. by JUSTIN TUBB....1 can only 
assume that they were sent as a result of “make the most of 
your C.M.R.U. Contributor” advert in this publication. so 
keep ‘em coming, they're nice listening. 
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Another telephone call....don’t know how they can all afford 
it!....From one DAVID WINCHESTER, of CUTTIN’ LOOSE...seems 
they have a nice trip down south from their MILTON KEYNES 
base in June..with WILDWOOD SOUTH CMC at Southampton 
(12th), SOUTHSEAS ROCK GARDENS PAVILION (14th).....ah. got 
that one in!....RINGWOODS CMC on the 15th, ISLE OF WIGHT 
(GODSHILL) CMC (19th)....TOM BUTLER’S renowned PONDEROSA 
(near Portsmouth) on the 20th, WHITE HORSE CMC at Burbage 
(Wilts) 25th and CHICHESTER CMC on 26th...other to follow as 
and when....and if! 


| reckon that might be about all the Editors will put up with 
this month, so I'll tuck in a photo or two.....yes. ever 
optimistic!...and send up a prayer...don’t forget all news and 
views, however slanderous-or not. to 12a Westridge Road. 
Portswood, Southampton...telephone 0703 550050. 


Also. don't forget...You might know my face. | may not know 
yours....s0 come up and speak.....it won't even cost you a 
drink! 


“LY 


Comperes — 


Vic Woodhouse (Sat & Sun) 
Nigel Renney (Sat) 
Terry McKenna (Sun) 


CAR PARKING 50p 


HARLOW TOWN PARK 


Further details from the Leisure Services Department, Adams House, The High, Harlow. Tel. Harlow (0279) 446412 
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Regional 


Review 


CRAZY? 


That’s just how I felt, after turning up to see Daphne & 
Southern Sunshine who were billed to appear at the 
Iona Club in Hebburn. After my previous viewing of this 
act I was looking forward to an enjoyable evening of 
really strong Country Music, but I finished the evening 
deflated, disappointed and almost demoralised, why? 
Because the young lady turned up with “another” 
changed band line up behind her and a more inept and 
unsuitable partnership I have yet to see. Surely the end 
of the evening must have been as much of a relief for 
those on the stage, as for the long suffering audience 
sitting out front? 


I'd really thought Daphne had hit on the right 
combination with her previous line up of backing 
musicians. But with a different line up, my previous 
remarks about a group, who know where they were 
going, would appear to be a little premature. So I 
apologise to all those who read last month’s report and 
showed up at the Iona, only to wonder what I was 
talking about. There may be a logical explanation for 
the constant change of musicians by Daphne, but ifsoI 
think she should let her public know. 


DELTA DUSK? 


Information reaches me that The Delta Country Music 
Club is one of those clubs passing through a difficult 
phase. Attendances have been poor of late and there are 
real fears that the venue will close. This would be a great 
pity, The Delta is among the longest running Country 
Music clubs on Tyneside and was the forerunner of many 
existing Country Music venues in this area. For me 
perhaps the highlight of the club’s past presentations 
was the personal appearance of the great Dick Feller, 
as far as I am aware the only appearance he made in 
the North East. I sincerely hope that fans who read this 
will rally round and refuse to let this great venue be lost 
tous. 


WEMBLEY FEVER 


As far as I was concerned the highlight of the festival 
this year quite correctly reserved itself until the last day. 
I refer to the staging in the Conference Centre of The 
Best of British. A great concept and if the British scene 
needs a boost, then this could be the perfect vehicle for 
it. Mervyn Conn has already gone on record by saying 
this event will be allotted two days next year and as long 
as the “Best” standard is observed this could be the 
highspot for me next year. As opposed to events in the 
main arena which to me seemed to veer sharply from 
the brilliant to the mundane, the British show generally 
maintained a very high standard throughout and held 
me glued to my seat even to the exclusion of lunch, a 
remark made by many of a very large and enthusiastic 
audience in attendance. 


The finals of The Silk Cut Talent Contest produced it’s 
usual judging controversy and I suppose the best way of 
describing the audience reaction to one decision was 
the aggrieved comment in the inimitable Welsh accent. 
“I wonder if Don Williams would be placed in a Rock 
and Roll Contest?” I couldn’t help but feel a certain 
amount of sympathy with the remark and in fact to a lot 
of the comments overhead later. Don’t get me wrong, 
the band in question were great musicians, but were as 
closely related to some peoples ideas of Country Music 
as The London Symphony Orchestra. On the other 
hand I have the feeling that the unplaced Dark Hollow 
will obtain a lot of work in Country Music clubs on the 
strength of their performance in these finals. 


Other than this hiccup I thought the judging compared 
favourably with my own assessments and I hope that 
Highway Shoes, Indigo Lady and Aidan St. James will 
gain something extra from appearing in this contest 
and will be around for a long time to come. 


LOCAL CLUBS 


The Stella Maris Club, (Sunday) had local band 
Contrast appearing in one of their shows quite 
recently. This was the first time I'd caught up with 
Contrast in my official capacity and I was certainly 
impressed with the reception they received from a big 
audience. They did sound alittle bit heavy on Rhythm, 
with Bass and Rhythm guitars as well as drums, with 
only their fiddle player to carry melody, but perhaps 
I’m being hyper-critical as the audience loved that 
fiddle. I still think a good lead guitar would improve the 
act. ; 


High Plains Drifter pulled in their usual capacity 
audience at The Gunfighters (Hedworth, Saturday) 
and provided the mixture as before, to the obvious 
delight of their followers, but did I detect the first signs 
of disinterest in some of those present? 


Dennis Collier brought his band up from Yorkshire for 
a two venue stint, (The Iona Club and The 


lan Whitelaw 


TYNE WEAR 


@ TWEED 


Gunfighters). Dennis has been around for a long time, 
as we discussed during a break in one of his shows, but 
his enthusiasm for Country Music seems as undimmed 
as ever. So make no mistake his is a band worth 
listening to. 


It was nice to welcome back Ken and Billie Ford from their 
long stint in the Middle East, where they have been so 
successful in entertaining American oil and business 
men, but we have lost them again, as they have returned 
abroad, (Damascus this time). British country music 
can’t get any more universal that that. | wonder if this 
could be counted as one of our more unusual exports? 


When the Border Country Music Club, Berwick, staged 
the combined talents of Tony Goodacre and The Garry 
Blackmore Band for their April show, both turned in an 
absolutely first class performance .. Tony’s act reflected 
the full range of his twenty five years in the business. It 
seems coincidental that George Hamilton’s and Tony’s 
careers have run along similar lines. Both have that 
“Silver” twenty five years in common, both are great 
guys to talk to and both have done plenty to further the 
cause of country music in Britain. 


For the benefit of local fans who may have read 
elsewhere of the imminent break up of The Garry 
Blackmore Band, it appears the real story is as follows. 
Garry intends to take a year’s break from the band to 
concentrate on some home improvement work. During 
that time he will be undertaking solo appearances near 
home, Vic Woodhouse takes over the band who now 
become the new “Hickory Lake”. Garry tells me it is still 
possible he will accompany Linda Cassady on her tour 
in September. 


June 1st sees the appearance of Justin Tubb and 
Mustang at Berwick’s venue, this should be a show well 
worth seeing. It was nice to see local duo The 
Dickman’s being presented with a trophy for their 
success in the Scottish Marlboro Contest and we were 
entertained in return with one song from the duo. 
Personally I'd like to hear more from this act, who 
came over very strongly in this very brief period. It was 
nice to meet up with and talk to Gwen Manderson at 
the same venue; Gwen is building a reputation as a 
songwriter and singer of country songs, and though I 
didn’t hear her sing myself, I’m assured the young lady 
has quite a future. 


A late addition to the A.L.M.A. presentation is that of 
“Pinkerton’s Assorted Colours” it will be interesting to 
see if this band has maintained the progress shown, 
during their last visit to the North East, progress in the 
country music scene, I hasten to add, they were of 
course already a considerable force in their original 
field of music. This fiesta, as reported last month takes 
place 3rd and 4th July, Gypsy’s Green, South Shields. 


In view of the approaching holiday season, I have been 
asked list the Country Music venues here in the North 
East, so here they are:- 


Sunday: Stella Maris Club, Washington. The Iona Club, 
Hebburn. 


Monday: The Double Maxim. Plains Farm, (check first, 
operates three weeks out of four). 


Tuesday: The Grey Hen South Shields. The Pheasant 
North Sheilds (Moat Brothers Residents). 


Wednesday: South Shields Working Mens Club 
Victoria Street. 


Thursday: Delta Country Music Club, Marsden Inn, 
South Shields. The Saddle Down CMC. Starlight 
Room, Spanish City, Whitley Bay. 


Friday: The Colliery Club, Hebburn. 


Saturday: The Gunfighters, Hedworth Social Club, 
Jarrow. Bede Social Club, Albert Road, Jarrow. 


Besides these, there are several clubs in County 
Durham featuring country infrequently. 


The only club I am aware of in the Border country of 
Northumberland is The Border Country Music Club, 
whose venue is The King’s Arms Hotel, Berwick. They 
meet monthly, normally on the second Tuesday of the 
month, but worth checking first. A new venue that 
opened recently is at the Lanchester Social Club, 
Lanchester, Co. Durham, (Saturday weekly). In any 
case “Country fan” visitors to the area are advised to 
tune to local Radio Metro on Wednesday at 9pm not 
only will they hear an hour of Country Music, but the 
D.J. Brian Clough will give a full account of venues and 
happenings in the region for the week ahead. 


Well that’s about it for this month, don’t forget the 
address is 14 Eastbourne Parade, Hebburn, Tyne & 
Wear NE31 2AT. See you around. 


ANGLIA 
REPORT 


Since before Easter when it was reported locally the uncertain future of the 3rd Peterborough Festival of 
Country Music, it has been one of the main talking points amongst both fans and media, but chatting with 
organiser Jed Ford on the phone he assures me that everything is now all systems go to make the 1982 August 
Bank Holiday one to remember. This year the festival will be sponsored by the Mercedes Benz group and at 
time of my writing this report. 20 acts have been booked with around 40 others to be agreed. 


RECESSION 
RECOVERY? 


Despite the cut back on concerts etc.. 
in established country music clubs, 
there's still a fair selection of country 
music events in the village halls, one 
such being the Sutton Saint Edmund. 
Village Hall. which was opened by Her 
Royal Highness The Duchess of 
Gloucester. This month there's a 
grand “Country & Western” Concert 
featuring Tony Goodacre, Helen 
West's Sweet Country. plusLock 
Stock and Barrel. These concerts are 
usually sell outs so get your tickets 
early. (Wisbeach 700651). 


A brand new club opened its doors for 
the first time last month at The 
Sculthorpe Village Hall and met with 
good response, so have decided to 
hold meetings on a regular basis on 


the last Friday of each month under 
the heading “The Ranch House C&W 
Club. They plan to just feature live 
acts. so need to attract new members 
especially those interested in Square 
Dancing. So for membership details 
phone Rudham 216. 


“Kentucky County’ the Bedford band 
presented former leader Dave 
Nicholson with an engraved tankard 
when he played with them for the last 
time at the Bedford CMC.. recently. 
(Dave now presents the 

country show on Chiltern Radio). Geoff 
Vivash replaces Dave with the band. 
Catch up with them this month at 
Silver Circle. Dunstable...High 
Chapperal. Oxford..Heathcote School. 
Stevenage...Kathy & Joans. 
Tottenham. or at Tillotsons in 
Littleport. I'm told the group would 
like to hear from any clubs north of 
Bedford as they have rarely ventured 
beyond this point as yet! 


Ann & Ray Brett make an appearance 
on the Saturday event at the Harlow 
Country Music Festival in the afternoon 
and then are at the Eton Socon CMC in 
the evening. 


The Colchester CMC who meet on the 
1st and 3rd Thursday at the Woods 
Leisure Centre, Braiswick feature 
Hickory Lake and Lyndsey St. John 
then Free & Easy. 


The Drayton CMC who meet monthly at 
their Village Hall have Hamiltons 
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Power booked for June. Over at the 
Westway Witney CMC (weekly) housed 
at the Town Football Club, there's The 
Honky Tonk Band, Mustang, Bandelero 
and Mary & Hollybrooks this month. 


The Leamington Spa CMC have been 
holding their meetings at Hintons night 
club. but at copy date time were 
waiting for confirmation whether they 
would be able to stay there. or seek 
new premises. So if you’re nota 
regular member and fancy a visit. it 
might be advisable to give the 
Secretary a ring on 0926 311000 before 
setting out. 


The latest info from Mick Smith who 
co-presents the Country Style Show on 
Radio Leicester 358m indicates they 
play every type of country music ina 1 
hour slot on Wednesday evenings 7- 
8pm plus interviews and live guests. A 


Terry McKenna 


reminder that Terry McKenna who 
presents Hereward Country 95.7vhf on 
a Sunday evening 10pm-1am will be 
performing himself during the 3 hours. 
it depends on the reaction in your 
letters, the amount you hear! Coming 
up shortly will be the live recordings of 
The Warner Mack and Roy Drusky 
Shows. Terry's latest release on the 
Dolphin label is a self penned number. 
recorded at the Beck Studios. 
Wellingborough entitled “i Love You In 
An Old Fashioned Way”. © 


I note the Hilltopper C/W club at 
Branfield play host to Clem Country in 
June and local fans of Rob Crompton 
may have noticed he was keeping busy 
at Wembley. taking photos non stop. 
however he is using his vocal talents 
this month at the Winder Com. 
Asso...Then the Travellers Friend. 
Reading. 


Any local club secs.. and organisers 
wishing to stage some “new faces’’ to 
the UK could do worse in early Sept.. to 
check out the Harvey Henry Band from 
Canada. when they make their debut. 
This five piece band have just snipped 
“ThelEntertainer of the Year” in the 
“Manitoba” annual country awards, 
adding three more accolades to the 
groups impressive collection. They can 
perform the entire range of country 
music, something you already know, if 
you have been listening to Chiltern 
Country lately. If you fancy more info 
call 0234 214149 and tell them where 
you read it... 


ADVANCE NEWS 


A look ahead shows July 4th as a good 
day for country fans around the Essex 
area, as there will be up to eight hours 
of music at the New Pitsea Leisure 
centre, amongst the acts are George 
Moody, Rodeo Times, J.R. Taylor. 


The Pontins Country Style Holiday 
Festivals grow in popularity as each 
year passes. Demand has led them to 
extend this years festival at the Hemsby 
Holiday Village. Norfolk to seperate 
weeks. For more details see elsewhere 
in this publication. 


People in the Milton Keynes area 
know the Stables at Waverdon as The 
Mecca of Johnny Dankworth and Cleo 
Laine, but now manager Ken 
Chapman has added Country Music to 
the list as an experiment. The first 
concert features American 
Expression, Cliff Whelan and local 
group Country Thinking. There's a 
10% ticket reduction on every batch of 
a dozen, since there are only 300 
seats. book early, doors open at 7pm. 
Further “Country Thinking” booking 
for June...Triple C CMC...Northants 
CMC...USAF Lakenheath....USAF 
Mildenhall and at Duncton (Sussex). 


~ Tom Jennings and his British but so 


called “Nashville Session Band” 
make an appearance at the Carterton 
CMC this month...Country Shack do 
the Anglia rounds this month, playing 
the Community Centre, Kedington, the 
NCO club. Alconbury and the NCO's 
club. Upper Heyford. 


The M.K. Divided CMC at Milton 
Keynes now moves into its seventh 
year at the Gladiators club. this month 
with “Out on Bail’. 


MEDIA NEWS... 


Pete Sayers is back on BBC2 TV on the 
23rd with the “Electric Music Show™ 
with special guest Lulu and on the 30th 
his special guest is former Evita star 
Stephanie Lawrence. 


BBC Radio Northampton beams to the 
country for the first time on the 16th on 
1107 MF and 96.6 Stereo VHF. 
Specialist programming is on Sunday 
morning and country music has been 
included, as with all programming. 
response will determine the time 
allocated so wherever you live support 
your local radio country show... 


Ona sadder note | understand BBC 
Cambridge which opened May 1st still 
have no plans for country music in their 
schedule. So perhaps you should 
bombard them with your letters 
insisting on one? 


BAND NEWS 


Lockstock and Barrel from Kettering 
have expanded to a four piece under 
the name “Desperate Dans Country 
Band” this new line up takes shape 
with Chris Styles: drums. Dave 
Anderson: guitar steel. banjo, vocals. 
Paul Hammerton: guitar. vocals. John 
Fellows: bass. vocals. Already I'm told 
they have gained a booking for the 
Peterborough Festival. Meantime 
“Lockstock and Barrel” will still 
perform the odd dates as a duo. This 
month they can be seen locally at The 
Irish centre, Wellingborough, also The 
Shire Horse, Kettering on July 3rd. 


All Anglia Regional info.. gratefully 
received at 385 Shelley Road, 
Wellingborough, Northants NN8 3EW 
or tel: 0933 677352. 


WEST 


MIDLAND 


Counties 


The annual awards presentation 
season continued last month, 
unabated with Wilf Saunders’ End of 
The Trail Club, Kempsey. inviting me 
to present the award for the “Best UK 
act at the Club” to Keith Manifold who 
went on to entertain a packed room 
with his very friendly show. involving 
considerable repartee with audience - 
some of his sad songs definitely hit 
straight home that night. 


The West Midlands are very fortunate 
in being on the tour itinerary each year 
of Peter Rowan...Breakdown 
Promotions. specialising in folksy. b/ 
grass artists have possibly their best 
star in Pete Rowan. With that unique 
phrasing and voice control he played 
to a full house. made up of students. 
headbangers and folk variety from as 
far away as Bristol, genuine folk fans 
and hard core country music buffs. 
The show opened with Echo Mountain 
Band. three lads from Kent in the Jim 
& Jesse Tradition. Followed by 
promoter John Atkins’ American Jig 
who must still be amongst the best 
“Old Timey Pickers” in the country. 


Pete Rowan was backed by Dr. “Tex” 
Logan Ph.D. Mathematics. on fiddle. 
who | felt was at slight discord with 
music perhaps more suited to “Turkey 
In The Straw” than “Free Mexican 
Airforce’. Greg Douglas on slide 


guitar. an almost classical performer. 


with Andy Metcalfe, from Telephone 
Bill, on accordian and the man often 


Jenny Peters has two dates in the 
south. both for Vic Woodhouse. The 
Buffalo CMC.. the Blacksmith Arms. 
Thornwood Common. Epping in Essex. 
The next night she is at the Harlow 
CMC.. Old Victoria Hall. Old Harlow in 
Essex. 


Talking of Vic Woodhouse he will be at 
the Town Hall. Dover this month with 
his new band when the Golden Eagle 
CMC. meet. A rare visit to Kent by the 
Naden Brothers takes place this month 
when they appear at the B&V CMC.. 
Walnut Tree Club. Wharf Road. 
Gillingham. A club that could do with 
more support. 


Country music is back at the Old Ash 
Tree. Watling Street. Chatham every 
Sunday night. The club called The 
Round Band CMC.. is run jointly by the 
landlord and Alan Lawrie who books 
the bands. | was asked to officially 
open the club. which | was pleased to 
do. especially as the featured band 
that night was the Roger Humphries 
Band albeit featuring Dickie Day on 
crutches. There is no admission 
charge and being a pub, there tends to 
be a different atmosphere and 
audience to a club. The nearest 
comparison could be that of a Honky 
Tonk, with good music. beer and pretty 
girls. You can sit and listen, play pool 
or even boogie on down on the dance 
floor. Roger was in good form that 
night and performed several numbers 
off his current album which is picking 
up rave reviews and the band seem to 
gain new fans daily. | have heard 
several comments about the effect 
pubs putting on country nights have on 
the local country clubs. Well having 
visited two recently the Ash Tree and 
the Cherry Orchard at Rainham. (both 
on Sundays). | have come to the 
Opinion that. these two at least, are 
not in competition with the clubs. The 
type of audience in these pubs 
appears to be completely different 
from the clubs. If anything the pubs 
could well be introducing country 
music to people who would. never 


seen with Pete Stanley. Dave Hatfield 
on bass. A brilliant show. although | 
felt it didn’t quite match the one last 
year with Berline. Carey & Hickman. 


I've had the chance lately to catch a 
new band perform a couple of dates. 
Bodie. They comprise of four long 


Raymond Froggatt 


established musicians and they should 
have no difficulty in keeping a full 
diary....Received a note from 
Desperado's fan club saying they had 
changed the name to “Bullitt” but as 
all their club notifications are as 


Jenny Peters 


before have sought out a club and paid 
to get in. Seems to me the thing to do 
now is to persuade these people to go 
to the clubs so maybe it could be to 
everybody's advantage? 

Ronnie Winter is a very able exponant 
of the old western songs who performs 
a beautiful version of ‘Home On The 
Range’ along with many other 
Whitman standards and the feature of 
his act is that now all too rare art of 
yodelling. Though he certainly does 
not set out to copy Slim 

Whitman. he’s certainly doing well 
with his revival of the old western 
songs. Ronnie can be seen this month 
at the Golden Spur CMC at Faversham 


JIM DUNCAN 


“Despo”’ they appear to be “sticking” 
with the old name. 


| attended a gig by Shoestring. They 
are the band that for years backed Bus 
Brown as Driftwood. since splitting 
about 12 months ago they have 
become a Midlands based band witha 


strong following. making full use of 4 
part harmonies in the modern country 
style. The vocal leads are taken with 
ease by Jim & Peter Slater and John 
Evans on Bass....Pete Slater. on 
drums. played a suitable “Indian” 


when he is joined by American Brew 
and Renegade. 


U.S. singer/songwriter Jimmy Payne is 
back this month and can be seen at 
Breaker Night Club along with the 
Johnny Young Band, which | 
understand includes John Edmed on 
pedal steel and lead guitar and Loose 
Langridge on drums. If you get to read 
this early you might also be in time to 
see Jimmy at the Grosvenor Rooms, 
Walm Lane, again along with Johnny 
Young Band. plus Hickory Lake and 
Gordie West. 


Tom Strath has certainly had his 
problems re venues: his Sunday club is 
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Manifold “Promotions 


Specializing in Country Music. 


(Red Variety) intro to a Cabaret spot of 
an apache devil dance complete with 
pyrotechnics. 


| dined in style with my colleague on 
Beacon Radio, Austin Powell. ata 
private function. The entertainment 
was hy Raymond Froggatt complete 
with band. This man has so much talent 
and style it’s unbelievable. playing toa 
“penguin” audience of which 70% had 
never heard of him. he won them over 
completely with his presentation and 
playing - almost a complete session of 
his own work, The “Frog” has a 
residency each Sunday night at the 
Three Crowns, Walsall - be early it's 
always packed. 


THIS & THAT:- 


| see Mel Hague is still collecting 
accolades for his total UK show on 
Radio Sheffield. | did this on Beacon in 
February. but in this area the hardest 


This MONTHS FEATURED 
ARTIST 


BOBBY BEE 


Solo’s, Duo’s, Trio’s, Bands 
Sit and Listen Watch or Dance 


In association with other reputable 
agencies from all over the British 
Isles we can bring you the cream of 
the new acts into your area. 


If you need help with your 
entertainment then we will call and 
discuss it with you. 


We are only a phone call away 
Contact: Les Manifold 
Cornubia 
Warrencarr 
Matlock Derbys 


Telephone: 062 983 4625 - 062 983 4821 


thing to get is response from British 
artists, there appears to be a reluctance 
to have anything given air-play - 
wonder why? 


Art Williams the music man from 
Norfolk rang to say he’s moving to 
Kidderminster this month. Any 
enquires | will pass on. 


WHERE TO SEE LIVE 
MUSIC IN THE MIDLANDS 


Saturday at the Four Ways. Portway. 
Rowley Regis....Shoestring. Indigo 
Lady. Carl Ashley Trio, Midwest 
County. All appear this month. 


The Wolverhampton CMC.. the 
Hollybush, Wolverhampton have White 
River. West Virginia. Tony Andrew & 
Raincheck. Patsy Powell. All on 
Sundays. 


The Hen & Chickens, Oldbury (on 
Mondays) acts include Jimmy Payne 


and the Johnny Young Four. White 
River, Smokey Mountain. 


Park Hall, Wythall feature in June, 
Dave Bryan & Moonshine Trio. 


Fridays at the Ashwood. Bells Lane. 
Wordsley upcoming acts are Bob 
McKinlay. Cotton Gin. Key West & 
Saddle Tramps. 


Sat. 4th June sees the British Legion 
Club, Market Drayton “Annual Awards 
Show.” 


Sunday lunch times at the “Ashwood” 
you can find American Jig and guests. 


Write to me at 5 Bridle Road. 
Wollaston. Stourbrige. or 03843 74806. 


Don't get caught or killed. 


SOUTH EAST 
REPORT 


now back at its old venue the Stables 
Inn, Singlewell, nr. Gravesend that’s 
the Ghostriders CMC. His Saturday 
club, the Longhorn at the time of 
writing is venue-less having been told 
to leave the Pilgrims as it appears the 
pub has decided that admission could 


not be charged on the door. knowing 
Tom. I’m sure he'll find a new venue 
soon. 


Wes McGee was a recent visitor to BBC 

Medway Studios with a whole stack of 
Texas Country albums which made for 
an interesting programme. 
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The Triangle CMC.. have Homespun 
and ‘Obsons Choice this month. 
incidentally a spokesman for the club 
indicates some disappointment with a 
recent appearance by Rye Whiskey 
Roadband which turned up as a trio 
plus a rhythm box; hopefully just an 


odd night, as they used to be one of the 
best bands in the south. Other country 
venues that should still be in operation 
are the Kentagon, Brands Hatch racing 
Circuit just off the A20 between 
Swanley and Wrotham every 
Wednesday, The Angel Public House, 
Station Road, Rainham every Tuesday. 


Sean Doherty 


A tribute benefit show to Bill Tupper has 
been organised for July 17th at Pitsea 
Leisure Centre, Pitsea. Essex. Roy 
Cooper is one of the organisers and he 
tells me that no less that 15 bands have 
offered their services, tickets are £2, 
available from the Deri CMC.. The 
Mississippi CMC.. the Cheyene CMC.. 
or the Culpeper CMC.. or if you have 
any difficulty give me a ring. a worthy 
Cause deserving your support. 


That's it for this month don’t forget you 
can contact me on Thanet 601994 or 
134 Rumfields Road. Broadstairs, Kent. 


ARTISTS ARE 
YOU GETTING 
YOUR SHARE 
OF BOOKINS? 


Have you got a full diary, all 
the work you want for this 
coming year? No! Well isn’t 
it time to let bookers know 
about your availability. 


You can do that the whole 
year round with C.M.R.U. 
Directory Ads. The cheapest 
and most effective form of 
keeping your name inthe 
public eye! 


It can cost you as little 
as £2.50 per. week... 


Telephone 0522 685507 
and ask for Roy Edwards 
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ULSTER 
REPORT 


from Lawrence John 


THE NEW 
NASHVILLE 
ROADSHOW 


Well as promised last month we bring 
you details of the latest addition to the 
long list of Roadshows now operating 
in the province. 


Called “The New Nashville 
Roadshow”’, because it promises to 
feature more of the new sounds 
coming out of Nashville these days 
performed by some of the newer 
names on the local scene, the 
“N.N.R” makes its debut on June 15th 
witha compere (still to be announced) 
and five acts. 


cancer. 


The five acts comprise of three 
separate country talent competition 
winners in the shape of Angela 
Stewart, John Walker and Raymond 
Stewart, who take their places 
alongside the more seasoned Clinton 
Sisters and Country Code, who as well 
as playing their own set, will be on 
hand to back the other artists in what 
will be a non stop three hour show. 
Initial plans for the Roadshow include 
a fortnights gigs with the proceeds 
going to charity, followed by a short 
break for rehearsals before 
embarking on a province wide tour. 
Dates already confirmed for the first 
fortnight are Tuesday 15th June The 
Swiss Chalet, Glengormley, 
Wednesday 16th The Sportsmans Inn, 
Dunmurry. Friday 18th The Coaches. 
Greenisland, Monday 21st 
McConnells, Doagh, Tuesday 22nd 
The Quarry Inn, Dundonald and 
Wednesday 23rd The Rosetta Bar. 


Knockbreda. All shows start at 8pm 
and the proceeds are in aid of action 


JOE E. HAMILTON 
FLYING HIGH 


1982 looks like being a great year for 
Joe E. Hamilton and his band High 
Chapperal. for since their return early 


last month from a highly successful 
stint in Canada they have had 
promoters practically queueing up for 


dates and are now booked solidly for 
the rest of this year and early next year. 
The band expect their new single 
“Wasn't That A Party” out soon and 
following a busy local schedule they 
play some dates in Wales at the 


beginning of June, crossing the Irish 
sea again later in the month for three 
weeks in Scotland. 


Welsh fans can see this versatile band 
this month at the Railroad Country Club 
at Kilgetty and in Newport, while 
Scottish fans geta chance to see Joe E. 
and the Boys this month at Kilmarnock, 
then McDermots, Nairn...The 
Peterhead Country Club....Station 
Hotel, Ellon...Inverness Country 
Club...Keith Country 
Club...Cummingstown....Aberdeen 
Country Club...BAMF Social 
Club...(July) see them at Invergordon 
Social Club....Premier Hotel, 
Inch...And The Dromosie Hotel in 
Inverness. 


Further proof on the bands current 
popularity is the recent formation of a 
Fan Club which I'm told has already 
armed itself with photographs, car 
stickers and even T. Shirts for the more 
ardent fans. Enquiries can be sent to 
club secretary Catherine Graham at 33 
Canning Grove, Crumlin. Co. Antrim. 


While on the subject of Fan Clubs, a 
new club has just been formed for 
Philomena Belgey fans and full 
particulars can be obtained from 
Kathleen Cahill of 54 Balally Avenue, 
Dublin 14. Philomena fans might also 
be interested to know that she has a 
new book out at the moment called 
“Country Queen On Tour’ which 
features some photographs of herself 
and her family as well as the lyrics of 
some of her big hits. 


COUNTRY CLUBS 


Local Country Clubs seem to be 
keeping a very low profile these days 
and alas some have even been wound 
up as a result of the recession. so it’s 
nice to hear from a club that’s still 
going well, namely “The Pony Express 
Country Club” who meet the last 
Thursday every month, in the Ballad 
Inn, Ballynure, Co. Antrim. Press 
Officer Jackie McCartney tells me they 
also run “special nights’ from time to 
time and one of those specials “A 


Regional Review 


RECORDING 
WAR PATH- THE APACHES 


Several years back musician Derry Whitelaw decided 
to quit the highly successful Indians, and form his own 
lookalike band which he named The Apaches. The 
band dressed in Indian style and sounded just like the 
band that Derry had departed from. After several 
management changes, the band is now enjoying 
success in its own right, thanks to the efforts of new 
manager Tony Sheridan. Tony revamped the band and 
added a few new faces to the line-up, the result is a 
much improved and a much in demand band. Into the 
ranks he added pretty female vocalist which they 
renamed White Dove, to share the vocal spotlight 
along with Big Chief himself. Now the Apaches are 
back on the war path to recording success with a new 
single issued on the Rainbow label. The song selected 
is an original from the pens of Roberto D’Anova and 
Andy O'Callaghan entitled ‘All We Need Is Love’. The 
song was recorded in Gene Stuarts 24 track studio 
Northsound in Dungannon and the production is 
superb. With White Dove and Big Chief, this band have 
a good vocal team. aided by good first class musicians 
and of course a first class manager Tony himself. After 
years of hard work, The Apaches with their new single 
are a country style band, worthy of success. 


Philomena Begley receives her Award for Country & 
Western singer from Gene Stuart 


A NEW SUMMER 
ROADSHOW 


Last month my fellow columnist Lawrence John 
reported of the ‘Roadshow’ boom in Ulster. Inthe South 
here veteran’s Pat McGeegan and Billy Hayden have 
teamed up to present The Pat McGeegan Summertime 
Roadshow. The show consists of Pat who needs little or 
no introduction with his band Big 4, joined by the 
Hayden Family which consists of Bill, Charlie, the four 
lovely girls Peggy. Siobhan, Amy and Magaret. The two 
hour plus show is funny, fast, colourful and entertaining, 
with the aid of a good sound system and light show. 
Singer Pat himself has had numerous singles and 
albums issued and is regarded as one of Irelands top 
entertainers. He is also father of famed boxer Barry 
McGuigan. So joining Homespun, Rainbow, 
Downtown, etc we have The Pat McGeegan 
Summertime Roadshow. As they say competition is the 
spice of life and the Irish country industry badly needs 
such roadshows, to bring some life into the industry 
which has been badly hit by the recession. It takes a 
team of 13 people to get The Pat McGeegan 
Summertime Roadshow on stage nightly, a top team 
for a top show. 


COUNTRY SHOWBUSINESS 
AWARDS 1982” 


The Clubland Ballroom, in Cookstown, Co. Tyrone was 
the venue selected for the annual Democrat Outlet 
Recording Company ‘Showbusiness Award Concert 
and what a packed bill it was. In the country section few 
were surprised, with the choice of the general public. 
The readers of The Democrat voted The Bluebirds, 
Brendan Quinn’s former band as their favourite 
country band. Downtown Radio host John Greer was 
their favourite male vocalist, while Tyrone country 
music queen Philomena Begley was selected their 
favourite female vocalist. Both Crawford Bell and 
Mississippi vocalist Gloria were both presented with 
top personalities awards. Rather strange that leading 
female balladeer went to Ann Breen and the ‘Country 
Hall of Fame’ award went to Buckaroos vocalist Brian 
Coll. 


Most promising country singer went to Greta Elkin. 
While Bluebird new vocalist Brenda Mulgrew. was 
presented with The Newcomer Award. Brenda was 
co-vocalist with The Teddybears before she was 
selected to replace Brendan Quinn, who has emigrated 
to Canada. 


The presentation dance was organised by my good 
friend Paddi Scott herself and the proceeds of the 
presentation go towards charity. | add my 
congratulations to the award winners. 


“ALMOST THE END. 


OF AN ERA” 


Once upon a time ‘marquee dancing’ was the most 
popular entertainment throughout Ireland, but 


cowboy supper and cabaret’’, takes 
place on the 10th of this month. New 
members are always welcome and 
further details can be had by dropping a 
line to the Pony Express Country Club. 
c/o 26 Old Irish Highway, Co. Antrim. 
Any other clubs who would like a 
mention might like to send full details 
directly to me for possible inclusion in 
future issues. 


TALENT SEARCH 


A big search to find the local Country 
Stars Of Tomorrow gets under way this 
month in the Swiss Chalet, 
Glengormley. Starting on Tuesday 29th 
dune the contest which is open to 
Groups, Duo’s and Solo acts, offers 
£1,000 worth of bookings plus a record 
contract and personal management to 
the winner as well as guaranteed 
bookings for the runners up. The panel 
of Judges includes former C.M.R.U. 
Ulster columnist Tom Jones and other 
big names from the country music 
scene in the province. Applications 
should be made in person on Tuesday 
nights in the Swiss Chalet preferably 
before 29th June. 


SHORTS 


After recent appearances on the 
Homespun Roadshow, Linda Mayne 
has had her album “A Tear Fell’ re- 
issued by popular demand, the album 
is available on the Homespun Label. 


After a lengthy absence from the 
recording scene Tracy-Wells returns 
with a nice new single which was 
recorded recently in Scotland “I'll 
Meet You On The Other Side Of The 
Morning’. coupled with her version of 
“A Bunch Of Thyme”. 


NEW OUT ON 


HOMESPUN 
RECORDS 


A promising debut album from Mark 
Mitchell called “Eighteen Yellow 
Roses’. Songs include the title track, 
an old Marty Robbins songs. “Behind 
The Footlights” originally recorded by 


ARTISTS ARE 
YOU GETTING 
YOUR SHARE 
OF BOOKINS? 


Have you got a full diary, all 
the work you want for this 
coming year? No! Well isn’t 
it time to let bookers know 
about your availability. 


You can do that the whole 
year round with C.M.R.U. 
Directory Ads. The cheapest 
and most effective form of 
keeping your name in the 
public eye! 


It can cost you as little 
as £2.50 per week.... 


Telephone 0522 685507 
and ask for Roy Edwards 


Hank Locklin and a recent hit here for 
Margo and “When My Blue Moon 
Turns To Gold Again”. 


Don't worry if you don’t recognise Joe 
E. Hamilton next time you see him. 
with all the gigging he’s been doing 
recently, he’s lost nearly two stone in 
weight. 


Did you know that John Greers new 
single on Rainbow Records “Have A 
Nice Day” was originally recorded by 
Wilf Carter also known as Montana 
Slim. 


Susan McCann goes rockabilly, well 
at least for one record. her latest 
single on Top Spin “Rockabilly Can 
Rock”’. 


That's it for now. until next month at the 
same time ‘Happy Trails’’. 


All Ulster Report News. c/o 52 
Dennorton Park. Belfast. N. lreland or 
phone Belfast 655837. 


SHADES 


according to marquee rental boss Frank Fahy, the 


trend has faded in recent years. Frank who hails from 
Co. Galway blames inflation and lack of top country 
bands for the decline in popularity. He revealed that 
several years back promoters paid £5.00 nightly 
insurance for the Marquee and public, today this has 


zoomed to an all time high £85.00 nightly, on top of 


this the cost of advertising has skyrocked. On top of 
this also promoters find it difficult to get top name 
country acts, over the past few years many leading 


OF 
GREEN 


D.K. O’Boyle 


“COUNTRY ROUND-UP 
IN BRIEF: 


How sad to note that Clubsound have disbanded. one of 
the most versatile acts around. Leader George Jones 
has moved into a solo career as a comic, while Alan 
McCathey has formed a new backing band called 
Transit, now on the dancing scene... 


RTE Radio 2 report a good response to theirnew _ 
Saturday evening series ‘Country Heartland’. The 


country bands have moved away from their original 
country‘n’western programme in favour of pop. During 
the Easter period of 1981 Mr Fahy had rented out six 
marquee dancing big tops, this year the number had 
dropped to just one. For summer festivals, marquee - 
dancing is almost a thing of the past. between inflation 
and few big country names left. Mr Fahy feels that the 
trend is almost at the end. The demise of the marquee 
tent as a form of country festival entertainment. will 
severely hit the country bands. as it becomes more 
difficult for bands to find major booking venues. The 
end of a great era so it seems. 


“COUNTRY SOUNDS 
ON WAX” 


Good reports from The Blues Brothers Band featuring 
Dermot Ward and Marty Walsh, who have issued ‘I 
Can't Stop Lovin’ You’ as their debut release...Sad that 
Roly Daniels’ single ‘I Feel Like Lovin’ You Again’ has 
failed to make any impact with record buyers, a good 
single...Still awaiting ‘Guilty’ the comeback single from 
Gloria and Mississippi....John Glenn of the Wranglers 
has ‘Little Miss Blue Eyes’ that deserves a lot better 
attention....Album wise Ray Lynam must hope now that 
“Shades of Ray Lynam’ will bring him back into the 
spotlight. Comic Gene Fitzpatrick has his second album 
‘Fitz for Laughter’ just on release and another 
comeback album ‘18 Yellow Roses’ from Mark Mitchell. 
a good collection. 
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series is introduced by Sackville String Band vocalist 
Niall Toner, who takes you on a musical trip from the 
‘Backwood to Nashville’, in record form that is...Last 
month we reported that Ginger Morgan disbanded his 
band to team up with Grainne and the Strangers. Now 
it seems the band is now renamed The Ginger Morgan 
Band featuring Grainne, a strange case indeed, for any 
strangers to country music.... 


The Kay Twins started their success with The Miami, 
then for several years moved in with The Tommy 
Drenner Band and now they are fronting their own’ 
band. For promotion they have issued ‘Please Help Me 
I’m Falling’, a good single for another new act seeking 
work... 


After three years with Fashion, lead singer John Collier 
now seeking success as a solo vocalist... 


Former musicians from The Conquerors ana tne 
disbanded Star Trex formed a new band called 
Midnight and added as lead singer Emily Quin. Now 
Emily and Midnight have signed a recording deal with 
Polydor... 


This time last year DJ Arthur Murphy was featured on 
almost every RTE Radio 2 programme, now he must be 
the faded voice of RTE even replaced on ‘Irelands 
Choice’ a sincere pity. 


Slan go foill. 


REPORT 


Keith Newton 


FOR an ex-cop Roger Humphries is bent. Bent, that is on widen- 
ing the horizons of the ever growing battalions of country music 
club followers who come to hear, and stay to enjoy, his style of 
presentation that owes nothing to compromise, to plagiarism or 


to conformity. 


Those wanting an evening of note-perfect parodies of American golden oldies, 
should steer clear of a Humphries gig—it’s not that he doesn’t slip a few in—but like 
the man said, Hank sure didn’t do ‘em this way. 


It will come as little surprise, | am sure, to the 
regular readers of this column (God bless you both!) 
to learn that any artist, who is attempting to take us 
out of the hidebound rut that the present club scene 
has become, gets the Newton ‘’Seal Of Approval’’. 


That the ROGER HUMPHRIES BAND is succeeding 
is a measure of their combined stature in a market 
place that has forced many, albiet against their will, 
to conform to a ridgid programming of the well-worn 
and the overdone. 


Roger Humphries is his own man, as has been pro- 
ved over and over. He does what, for lesser artists, 
would amount to professional suicide (what a title 
for an album!). But always with a dash of aplomb and 
presentation that carries the stamp of some very 
deep thought. And anyone who is still convinced 
that you have to have an American accent (genuine 
or psuedo) to sing country ought to make mandetory 
a vistit to a Humphries gig—but be prepared to have 
your illusions shattered! 


All the prophets that forecast social upheaval and 
radical changes of beliefs in the past have, almost 
without exception, been hirsute gentlemen and 
Roger conforms in this one respect—long may the 
bearded-one lead us out of the musical wilderness! 


Latest to hear the word (and some very exciting 
music) were the faithful that flocked to the Thomas 
Estley Community College in the tiny Leicestershire 
village of Broughton Astley. A venue which, if you 
like your music free from distractions and among a 
friendly and always attentive audience, | suggest you 
look up at your earliest opportunity. Organiser Mal 
Colwell will be delighted to give you any details | 
have omitted—you can find him on the other end of 
Sutton Elms 283450. 


BURTON BONANZA 


ALMOST like old times at the Burton-on-Trent CW 
Club who celebrated their tenth anniversary with an 
attendance that, if repeated, could see former glories 
restored at Shobnall Road. The attainment of this 
milestone is a tribute in itself to some great hard- 
working folks who have struggled through the dif- 
ficult times to keep the brewers flag flying. 


Their miniscule stage was hard put to accom- 
modate THE BRYANS and BARBARY COAST even 
though they abreviated Cozy Dixon's drum kit. 


Coast provided three sets that entertained the 
customers with good choice of material in parts—but 
“Crystal Chandeliers’’, and a few of similar ilk, just 
don't sit right within their sound—glad we had the 
faith-restoring last spot. 


The Bryans, can do little wrong at this venue. But 
on the night were well below par, suffering from the 
curse of the particular nasty little virus that seems to 
linger in the throat for weeks on end—as a fellow 
sufferer they have my sympathy 


DELIGHTING DRIFTER 


HIGH PLAINS DRIFTER re-visited the Ranch Hands 
CMC. This time with a full compliment. They provid- 
ed the Underwood devotees with another all-action 
night and went on to collect a trio of encores at the 
close. Difficult to argue with this judgement of the 
patrons, but in my previous sightings of Drifter they 
have come equipped with a drummer. Their more 
usual format, which still includes all the obvious 
charisma was there—but | missed the driving force 
that a percussionist provided and here and there we 
had evidence that they were in need of a timekeeper. 


CANADIAN CAPER 


BEEN attempting to catch up with the increasingly 
busy schedule of KELLY HOWARD and CANADA 
CLUB. | made it courtesy of the excellent hospitallity 
of the Covered Wagon CMC on my first visit to their 
London Road headquarters in Grantham. 


The genial Canadian has lost none of his stage 
presence and his fund of stories is as engaging as 
ever, add the aforementioned bunch of pickers and 
you have one hell of an act on your hands—or on 
your stage if you make the right booking. Kelly has a 
good representation of his work on offer on a twelve- 
track album entitled, not inappropriately, ‘‘Kelly 
Howard’’. 


CRITICS (CON) VINCED 


A FULL house again at the very popular Golden West 
CMC. The Carpenters Arms are experiencing the 
kind of accommodation problems that most club 
organisers would give their right arm for —could it be 
something to do with the warmth of the individual 
welcome everybody experiences? 


VINCE CLAYTON has a PA system that must 
figure among the most redundant on the current 
scene — with a voice like his, he doesn’t need it! 


With the support of PAT and ROGER JOHNS he 
treated the Fenton audience to three sets of very 
convincing entertainment with some polished phras- 
ing that delighted. Certainly going places, especially 
with that engaging personality. He will suffer com- 
parisons being made with Stu Stevens, which is un- 
fair—the guy is the First Vince Clayton and critics 
should be pleased we have two such quality voices 
in Britain. 


SPORTS SPOT 


DEN Humberstone informs me that a charity football 


match raised around £56 for Leukaemia Research 
funds. Seems a WEST VIRGINIA XI which also in- 
cluded artists SNOOPS COUNTY and DALE GREEN 
AND KENNY defeated the Fishtoft (Boston) Ladies 
by 8—7, although this is subject to a recount. Den 
thanks all those who assisted. 


BAND BEANO 


DESPERATE DAN’S COUNTRY BAND who, many 
will recall, won the Derby heat of the Silk Cut Talent 
Competition and were then unable to continue due to 
contractual difficulties, have now settled their affairs 
and are available as a four-piece with three lead 
vocalists. Check with Dave Anderson on availability 
on Kettering 517338. Payment, | understand is 
demanded in Cow Pies! 


FESTIVAL FARE 


' FESTIVALS come up thick and fast—two this month 


(regretably on the same weekend) and one in the 
next. 


Nottingham and Matlock Bath’s main events clash 
on June 13, which leaves the fans with a few pro- 
blems of choice, although the Matlock followers 
have entertainment on both June 12 and 13. 


At Nottingham’s Sherwood Rooms the show 
features SHAG CONNORS AND THE CARROT 
CRUNCHERS, THE CHUCK FOWLER BAND, THE 
YELLOWSTONE PICNIC BAND, BOB McKINLAY 
DUO, and the NADEN BROTHERS and will have 
KELVIN HENDERSON as compere. The festival is 
part of the city’s annual celebrations and ticket infor- 
mation comes from Radio Nottingham (Tel: 
415161). 


At Matlock Bath there is the attraction of a carnival 
parade, gospel service and free country entertain- 
ment in all of the local hotels throughout the 
weekend with SNUFFY GARRETT, GRAHAM 
BROUGHTON, MILES AND BRIDGET and JOHNNY 
SPENCER. The quartet will also join forces with 
Scotland's Queen of Country SAND] HART and LEVI, 
JIMMY PAYNE from Nashville, the JOHNNY YOUNG 
FOUR and the ROGER HUMPHRIES BAND for the 
major Sunday evening show. The whole spectacular 
is in aid of NED SCAN (North East Derbyshire Scan- 
ner Appeal) and ticket availability enquiries should go 
to 077 385 3168 or 0629 3848. 


Finally, the third Wrangle Festival is set for the big 
marquee on the Lincolnshire village’s recreation 
ground on Saturday July 24. If you visited either or 
both of the first two you will already have secured 
your tickets I’m sure. But for those needing a little 
push to visit the nation’s friendliest festival—have a 
look at the line up and then find the spot on the A52 
Boston to Skegness road—you won't regret it. 


Booked to appear are SHAG CONNORS AND THE 
CARROT CRUNCHERS, HICKORY LAKE, VINCE 
CLAYTON with PAT and ROGER JOHNS, MARY 
AND THE HOLLYBROOKS and MIDNIGHT FLYER. 
They have two seperate and distinct shows—no 
repeat performance, and you can get combined 
tickets for both for just £4. Try ringing Boston 
50384, but do it now before it’s too late. 


CLUB CALL 


THE June Club line up looks like this— 

WEEKLY —Log Cabin CMC, Mastin Moor: Yvonne & 
Norman Chapman; Ricki Sylva; Kentuck Blue; Gordie 
West Duo; Free Spirit. Leicester CMC: Expression; 
Free Spirit Band; Indigo Lady; Mel Hague with the 
Boothill Boys; Clint’s Collection. Rocky Top CMC, 
Clowne: (New venue— opens May 31) Kelly Howard 
(then Saturdays) Ventura Highway; Ricki Sylva; Gor- 
die West; Vince Clayton. Countryman CMC, 
Newtown, Nr Longor, Buxton: Vince Layne; Jeannie 
and Steppinstone with the Bryans; Dave Allen Trio 
with Gary Bonner; Dark Hollow with Ben Sherman. 
Horse & Jockey, Stapleford (New venue): Mountain 
Davey and the Cajun Kid; Dealer’s Choice; Ricki 
Sylva; Broken Wheel. Golden West CMC, Fenton: 
Ramuda, Ryman Country Band. Dale Green and Ken; 
John Carlton. Fox & Goose, Coalville: The Bryans; 
Silver Wings; Palladin; Riverboat Queen. Three 
Horseshoes, Walkeringham: TBA; Mel Hague; Gordie 
West; John Carlton. 
FORTNIGHTLY—Burton-on-Trent C&W Club: Bud- 
dy Baker Family with Five Dollar Piece; Wild Wind. 
THREE WEEKLY—Renegades CMC, Wirksworth: 
Dark Hollow with Tony Goodacre and Arthur 
Layfield; Poacher with Ricki Sylva (5th Anniversary). 
MONTHLY—EMEB Club, Nottingham: White River 
Band. Ranch Hands CMC, Underwood: Clint’s Col- 
lection. Thomas Estley Community College, 
Broughton Astley: Freeman's Country Band. Midland 
CMC, Midland Hotel, Peak Dale, Nr. Buxton: Mike 
Lawrence with the West Texas Outlaws. Gedling 
MW: Expression with John Hutch. Bar ‘H’ CMC, Sut- 
terton: John Carlton with Wells Fargo. Covered 
Wagon CMC, Grantham: Wild Wind. Pie ‘n’ Cheese 
CMC, Melton Mowbray: Hillsiders with Mel Hague. 
Charcon Bar ‘C’ CMC, Hulland Ward: Kentucky 
Blue. 


ADDRESS ADVICE 


IF your event, club or band deserves a mention, try 
ringing Coalville 36636 (office) or Kegworth 3224 
(evenings) or drop a line to me c/o Trident Midland 
Pe ranet: Bridge Road, Coalville, Leicester LE6 
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From America -The World's Greatest CountryArtist 


(formerly Batley Variety Club) 


Bradford Road, Batley, West Yorkshire 


Present 


MONDAY 26th JULY - 8pm 
Multi Award Winners 


FREE SPIRIT 


MARY MILLER BAND 
DAVE BRYAN G MOONSHINE 


TICKETS £2 available by post from ‘Miki & Griff Show’, 


59 Knowl Road, Golcar, Huddersfield, 


or ring Batley 442239 or Huddersfield 657054/5 
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“On The Road Again” 


WILLIE 


NELSON 


Vion 7th & Tue 8th June at 8pm 


HAMMERSMITH ODEON 


Tickets:£8'50,£7:50,£6:50, Available by mail from Box Office, 
Hammersmith Odeon,London W6. Tel. 01 748 4081 and usual agents. 


CBS 


© 


New Album and Single 
‘Always On My Mind’ 
Out now on CBS Records 


j 
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COUNTRY 


DEVON 


The Double “H’ CMC.. (formerly 
Haldon House CMC) which is held at 
the re-named Lord Haldon Hotel at 
Dunchideock, continues to attract very 
good audiences. | must repeat 
my remarks of a couple of months ago, 
when | said that Denver Spur have 
never sounded better. I'm more than 
happy to report that their performance 
at Dunchideock continued the trend of 
quality country music. | never like to 
pinpoint individual performances of 
members of a band. as in the case of 
Denver Spur. all five members are 
very geod at what they do. but | must 
Say that since Paul Thomas. lead 
guitar/harmonica and vocals and John 
Butten. banjo ‘fiddle /rhythm guitar. 
have joined the line up their youthful 
impressions have rubbed off on other 
members of the band. namely John 
Farmer. bass guitar’vocals. Dave 
Beck. lead vocals/rhythm guitar and 
frontman and John Steele on drums. 
who also doubles on bass guitar and 
rhythm guitar during the bands well 
rehearsed comedy spot... Denver Spur 
are one of those bands that seem to 
have been around for ages and for my 
money deserve to be around for many 
more years to come 

*Stringband’ have also played at the 
Double ‘H’ in recent weeks. where 
their music and infectious humour 
have made such an impact on the 
audiences at this venue. that it's a full 
house whenever they appear. As inthe 
case of Denver Spur. Stringband are 
now a long and indeed well 


established country band who always 
deliver the goods to the best of their 
ability... 


On this show also were The Joe & Ernie 
Duo. A new name to a good many 
people. although the faces of Mick 
Cartwright on lead vocals‘rhythm 
guitar and Arthur Cook on bass guitar 
vocals, are well known to local country 
fans because of their previous 
commitments with other country bands 
inthis area. Mick & Arthur (I'm still not 
sure which of them is Joe or Ernie!). 
made a very good impression with this 
audience with a very wide selection of 
country material and | have a strong 
feeling that we will be seeing a lot 
more of these two characters! 


Making a return visit by public demand 
were Six Dollar Bill. that very nice 
family combo from Swansea. they 
showed a touch of nerves. but as the 
evening progressed, they settled down 
to provide a splendid evening of 
country music. | particularly liked their 
harmony vocals. on their choice of 
material. which ranged from country 
standards to some of (Dad) Clive 
Thomas's original material. The hard 
work getting the harmonies in the right 
places has lifted Six Dollar Bill to a 
class that’s a bit above many average 
country bands that are around these 
days. 


AT EXMOUTH 
PAVILION 


Not mentioned last month because of 
deadlines was Tony Joe Marshall's 3rd 
Country Music Spectacular on Easter 


John Autton 


Sunday. But I'm happy to say that this 
show was very well supported. not only 
by a large audience. but also by traders 
selling goods that ranged from CB Rigs 
to cowboy hats.... The musical 
entertainment came from 

Mustang. who had good support from 
The Dick Edwards Duo. plus Tony Joe 
Marshall and Crowbait. 


Tony Joe and his band opened up the 
show with a good set. | can’t help 
mentioning the fact that Tony Joe's 
band has a frequently changing lineup. 
but it must be said that whatever 
‘Crowbait’s’ lineup is. it’s always one 
of quality. but then Tony Joe is a very 
good frontman who can cope with any 
situation. Crowbait on this show 
comprised of Jim Newton. drums 
vocals (occasionally): Rick Cook. bass 
guitar: Arthur Cook. lead guitar: Mick 
Cartwright. rhythm guitar vocals and 
John Mills. banjo fiddle 


The quality entertainment continued 
with a fine set from award winning 
Torbay based. Dick Edwards Duo. who 
are among that minority who have the 
ability to create an instant rapport with 
an audience. An ability that they put to 
good use. in an all too brief forty five 
minute set. that was well received by 
the audience 


Topping the bill on this excellent show 
were the inimitable Mustang. who are 
not only one of the busiest bands on the 
British scene. but also one of the very 
best. Indeed the prospect of a long 
drive to Wembley for the ‘Best Of 
British Show” may have taken the 


edge off the performance of a lesser 


band. but not so in the case of Mustang. 


They gave their very all. impressing 
not only the legions of new fans that 
they've made in these parts. during 
their recent visits to the West Country. 
but also everyone else who was 
involved with the smooth running of 
this show 


DEEPEST SOUTH 


The Double Eagle CMC.. (monthly) 
who meet at The Grenofen Manor 
Country Club which is situated in the 
village of Grenofen. on the main 
Plymouth to Tavistock road. Found a 
very good audience. given a bigger 
boost by the presence of a coach load 
of members from The Lonesome Trail 
CMC.. at Newton Abbot 


Although | prefer to watch Don & Cindy 
entertain a sitting audience. they 
coped admirably with the many 
members of this club who prefer to 
dance. born out of professionalism 
that has become their trade-mark over 
the years 


= Dont eather & Cindy. 


Sadly the same could not be said 
about The Pea Pickers Country Band 
who did little or nothing for me or 
apparently the majority of the 
audience and it was just as well that 
Tony-Joe Marshall agreed to front the 
band for their final set 


TIVERTON 


Vernon Hutchings staged a very 


attractive lineup for the penultimate 
show of the season. when West 
Virginia. Tony Best and Somers & Co 
appeared. The problem with such a 
strong lineup is. who on earth does the 
difficult task of opening the show 


On this show. the task fell to the very 
capable talents of West Virginia. 
making their very first appearance at 
Tiverton. What a pleasant experience 
this was. to see five very smartly 
dressed people. who sang and played 
with consumate ease. really enjoying 
what they were doing. Personally. | 
was very impressed not only by the 
stunning lead vocals of Keith Thornhill. 
but by everything that West Virginia 
did. As to be expected. humour plays a 
big part in the presentation of most 
bands emerging from Merseyside and 
certainly West Virginia possess plenty 
of that wonderful ‘Scouse humour. 
which immediately adhered them to 
the hearts of the Tiverton audience. As 
well as opening this show West 
Virginia also closed it and deservedly 
gained a couple of encores. | hope very 
much that if the Promoters read this. 
they will rebook West Virginia 


Paying a return visit to Tiverton were 
Somers & Co.. most people. including 
myself were expecting Steve Somers to 
be accompanied by the delightful Patty 
Vetta. but apparently this lovely lady is 
semi-retired from touring these days 
and Steve was accompanied by a 
double bassist. Steve Somers choice of 
material tends to steer away from the 
usual well worn standards. it was 
country music served up in a most 
original way Somers & Co.. did a one 
hour set. that appeared to fly past. |can 
thoroughly recommend them for any 
show or country club. 


Completing the line-up on this show 
was the ‘Big Fellah fellow columnist 
Tony Best. who in common with the 
other Tony (Goodacre). is one of 
Britain's busiest and popular country 
entertainers. Tony was his usual 
ebullient self. whilst drummer George 
Foster provided sterling backing. The 


New Hall audiences always demand 
and get quality entertainment. every 
time I've seen this man perform he has 
always given 100%. this show was no 
exception. Infact it was first class stuff 
from all three acts 


The Continental Divide CMC., staged a 
special “Southern Comfort” 
promotion, at The Continental Hotel in 
Millbay Road. Naturally enough it was 
Tammy Cline & Southern Comfort 
Band who provided the music. Tony- 
Joe Marshall compered the show in 
his usual manner and also featured 
that very talented young lady of the 
pedal steel guitar. Sarah Jory, 
incidentally Sarah’s first album 
“Sarah's Steel Line” I'm told is 
selling very well. 


Sadly top of the bill. Tammy's voice 
was showing signs of exhaustion due 
to her hectic workload in recent weeks. 
but in no way did this effect her 
enthusiasm for entertaining the very 
good audience. infact lesser mortals 
would have given up if they hada 
similarly bad throat. But entertainment 
is the name of the game and Tammy 
Cline and Southern Comfort are 
certainly among the tops in my book 


NEW VENUES 


The Sandycove Hotel has of late been 
featuring country music on Tuesday 
nights. the venue is at Berrynarbour. 
near Ilfracombe in North Devon 


The other. The Culbone Stables Inn. 
near Porlock in Somerset. runs on 
Thursday's and both venues are ideal 
for holidaymaking country fans to 
check out if you re visiting the region 


That's it for another month. sadly | ve 
got no further news to hand from 
Wiltshire. Cornwall. Somerset. So 
remember. for the price of a postage 
Stamp or a phone call your news could 
be circulated. not only locally but 
Worldwide Why not drop me a line 
DevonAir Radio. 35 37 St David's Hill 
Exeter EX4 4DA. orc o 14 Raleigh 
Road. St Leonard s. Exeter EX1 1T0 
Devon. tel’ (0392) 75563 


Isn't it good to know that our music will continue in 
spite of the recession? With clubs reducing their band 
budget this area has seen a proliferation of the duo trio 
acts. Thus the music continues. The six piece bands are 
no longer economical because of a fee of one hundred 
pounds, breaks down roughly as follows:- 15% plus 
VAT to the agent: (around seventeen pounds). At least 
as much as that again in petrol, which leaves a band 
member’s income at around a tenner for a nights work, 
which even fairly locally may start at four thirty pm. to 
travel to the booking and can finish at two thirty am. 

. the following morning. All of which means 
approximately ten hours at a pound an hour before tax. 
and vehicle repairs/maintainence and stage 
equipment etc. Not a lot my friends. Not a lot. Infact 
the agents cut is often more than the individual 
members of the band...Meantime Tony Andrews is 
looking for a guitarist singer to join Raincheck. 
Applications to Mirfield 499934. Tony recently played 
session steel on the flip side of a Mike Read single 
penned by Smokey. 


The Duke of Wellington, Main Street, East Keswick is 
now trying country music. Jolly good we all say. June 
9th sees Replay Duo. All live music needs support. Are 
you doing your bit? 


IN THE POST 


I've always admired the professional publicity of ‘Mr. 
Country Music’ Tony Goodacre. (Don’t forget his big 
show at Harrogate on May 30th . Justin Tubb et al). But 
ona far larger scale than even Tony can manage Mickey 
Gilley and Johnny Lee have been sending publicity on an 


Don Leather & Cindy 


unprecidented scale. Colour mags. and news sheets 
with details of Johnny Lee’s marriage into the ‘Dallas’ 
family. 


The Cresta’s Night Club. Rotherham is also now 
staging country music. The act booked as a pilot to test 
the water is Free Spirit. As a four piece no doubt they'll 


go a storm and open the way for regular country nights. 


Mary Miller's new band is called “Pennine Express”. 
With her husband Bill Coup on quitar she’s joined by 
Lindsay Frost on keyboards and the Albone Brothers on 
drums and bass. I’m info’ed they've invested in an 
ansaphone, but you can see them in this region at the 
Winning Post, York. in June and Darfield Road WMC.. 
Barnsley. 


The Herringthorpe Leisure Centre Show (Rotherham), 
is part of the Motoring Weekend and Tattoo in June 
and presents Ken Harris, Mustang & Dave Bryan and 
on September 18th they go international with Wendel 
Atkins and his mentors Free Spirit. Two good shows in 
the pipeline. 


DO YOU REMEMBER? 


No prizes for quessing who and where! 

A very young John Aston with Pat & Rogers Johns 
Do yowhave a favourite snap lurking in the depths of a 
forgotten drawer or cupboard? If so and you wish to stir 
the grey matter, send it, suitably protected and with an 
S.A.E. to the address below and space permitting I'll 
try to include it. 


wt Reviews 


CONGRATULATIONS 


To Nick & Sue Strutt on the production of a son 
Welsey Charles. All three doing well. (W.C. Strutt?)..... 


Congratulations also to Pat & Roger Johns, if that’s the 
right word, on the aquistition of a new tranny van. 
Apparently the honourable Japanesse roller skate that 
was their previous transport decided that a left hand 
bend was its one ideal in life as the steering lock clicked 
home halfway round a bend. English roads not being 
comprised solely of roundabouts; it just seems like it 
sometimes: a wall rather altered the shape of the 
aforementioned roller skate. Glad to report both Pat & 
Roger O.K. 


Chuck Fowler and his band are following up their 
successful second place in the heat with a second place 
in the grand final of the Silk Cut Talent Contest. Well 
might you have stars on your jacket. Well done, lad. 
Shake, rattle and boogey woogie lives. 


HARROGATE 


The Prospect CMC continues to thrive with its twice 
monthly presentation. With booked future acts such as 
Dillinger, Whiskery Dick, Two’s Country and Mel 
Carson Trucking Co.., it’s easy to see why! 


KNARESBOROUGH 


Renegade with Nadine were given an enthusiastic 
reception at the Stables CMC here. Nadine, a very 
presentable young lady has a fresh appeal on stage in 
spite of her relative lack of experience which perhaps 
shows through in her choice of material. Her friendly 
personality, coupled with a smart appearance make 
this a lady to look out for. The Stables will never be the 
same after Trev’s version of ‘I won't go hunting with 
you Jake’, didn’t realise that Knaresborough was such 
a jumping little town! A good evenings entertainment 
but a pity that Jean didn’t get to use her solo singing 
voice just a bit more often. Future acts include Hobo. 
Tennessee Flat Tops. Mel Hague and Graham 
Broughton. 


LOVELY LADY 


Tammy Cline, in the middle of her current tour 
performed recently at a somewhat unsuitable venue 
near Harrogate. Unsuitable in that not everyone was 
able to see the stage which unfortunately led to a certain 
amount of restlessness. In spite of the problems Tammy 
presented a top class show with an interesting second 
set incorporating a choice of material from the 
Ronstadt Harris repertorie which proved that this lady 
is at the very forefront of where country music is leading 
today. Putting her own interpretation on such songs as 
“I’m Crazy”. her rendition of “Blue Bayou” really 
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brought it home how sophisticated her show has now 
become...but in spite of being the nearest to a lady 
country super-star, Britain yet has, she is still a friendly 
Yorkshire lass who will say ‘Hello’ to anyone and her 
feet remain firmly on the ground in spite of the general 
adulation of the public at large...If you get a chance, go 
see her and support her and help make her a star and 
don’t forget the band!, as Southern Comfort now 
compliment Tammy on stage in a way that tells of long 
hours on the road together. 


Mention also for Bob McKinlay who was in support on 
the night but unfortunately a promoter who is only too 
keen to use this column for advertising his shows (a 
very good idea), was on this occasion somewhat 
reluctant to allow a reporter into actually see the show. 
Sorry Bob. Didn't see you, but in chatting to various 
people I gather your show was much appreciated. as 
always. 


FINALLY 


I’m not a great movie fan but I’ve been twice in the last 
month. The first time was to see Willie Nelson in 
Honeysuckle Rose. I have never been more impressed 
by any film in my life. The music is out of this world for 
film production and the story line is very strong, too. I 
can't wait to see it again....and again...and again. The 
double album of the sound track has to be one of the 
best buys of the decade. Roger enjoyed it too. The other 
film was ‘Coalminers Daughter’ but after Willie’s 
offering it came out as a bit of a disappointment. Not to 
say that it was a bad film. Everything about it was OK.. 
but nothing inspired seemed to happen. I suspect that 
the hard times were underplayed somewhat. as was the 
nervous breakdown. Never mind, it was a pleasure to 
see Ernest Tubb. Saw both the above films with Mr. 
‘Get out and met the people’ Fairhead. Peter is Pennine 
Radio Country DJ and Commercial Producer. In the 
company of his lady wife. Chris, he makes the effort to 
go to where country music is performed and absorb the 
feelings of people at grass roots level. He played me 
Willie and Waylon’s version of ‘Whiter Shade of Pale’. 
It’s different. 


See vou next month, news. views and photos to: 5 5 
Kingstone Terrace. Leeds LS2 9BW. Tel: 0532 433579. 


BOOTHILL BOYS 


TEL: 0302 853416 or 853796 


Kelly Lee 
Anderson Show 


from TEXAS, U.S.A. with 5 PIECE BACKING BAND 


Only available through any Licensed Agent 
Club Organisers contact your local Auer 


National Management is:- 


Phone: Harrogate 770173 Licence No. YH 499 


FOR ALL YOUR 


‘ (Bag tae / 


_ LEADING 

S MIDLAND 
COUNTRY 
MUSIC BAND 


Telephone:- 
0602 — 636704 


TWENTY TWO STONES OF 
COUNTRY ENTERTAINMENT 


TONY BEST 


Doesn’t Just Sing Country - 
he entertains! 
\ instant Audience Appeal 
* Unique Comedy Style 
~<@ And A Fine Voice. 
Book direct on 


Shrewsbury 58156 
or any 
reputable agency. . 


MEL 
vacue 


‘Old Gravel Boots’ 


0302 771287 


37 Wroot Road 
Finningley, Doncaster, 


Anyone wishing to book Mel Haque in the 
South may contact 

Dick Trower in Romford on 0708 41611 for 
the South-East and London...or 

Dave Street in Blandford Forum, Dorset on 
0258 54258 for the South-West 


~ (WOLVERHAMPTON) 
BOOKINGS 0902 635671 


Bookings and enquries: 
™ Tel. Burton-on-Trent (0283) 46553 — 


managed 
and supplied by 


LIVE PROMOTIONS 


Desperate 
Dan’s 


COUNTRY 
BAND 


Telephone 
Kettering (0536) 84470 


ADVERTISING 
DOESN’T 
COST, 
IT PAYS. 
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FOR THE UNIQUE COUNTRY 
SOUND OF 


Telephone 
061 962 3268 
or 
Manifold Promotions _ 
Darley Dale S 
4625/4821 


Touring Nationwide. 
Now Also Available as 
an Exciting Full Band 


All Enquiries JO MILLS, 
24 Bankwood Road, 
SHEFFIELD S14 1LT 
0742 641796 (24 hour) 


ADVERTISING REQUIREMENTS TELEPHONE 


All enquiries for 


AMERICAN 
BREW 
to 
FRONTIER 


PROMOTIONS 
Thanet (0843) 821440 
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DIRECTORY 


ADVERTS 
ARE 
AVAILABLE ON 
SIX OR TWELVE MONTH 
SERIES ONLY 


THIS SIZE 


(Keep your name Out Front) 


SPECIALLY 
COMMISSIONED 


Snully 


Garrett 
Bookings 
(0254) 674042 
(0254) 61127 


82 Ermine Close, “# 
Roman Road, 
Blackburn, 

Lancs. BB2 3UP 


0532-33579 -684529 -0423-58081 


MOUNTAIN DAVEY 


& oe. Kl * 


Counrey 
« FIDDLE AND eer e 


THE UNIQUE 


CHUCK FOWLER 
BAND 


2nd Place Wembley 1982 
Top placed Northern Band 


Enquiries: 


73 High Street, Killamarsh 
Sheffield. Tel: 0742 482952 


Piano. Bass. Drums. Guitar 


0522 685507 


ARTISTS ARE 
YOU GETTING 


YOUR SHARE 
OF BOOKINS? 


Have you got a full diary, all 
the work you want for this 
coming year? No! Well isn’t 
it time to let bookers know 
about your availability. 


You can do that the whole 
year round with C.M.R.U. 
Directory Ads. The cheapest 
and most effective form of 
keeping your name in the 
‘public eye! 


It can cost you as little 
as £2.50 per week.... 


ee 
Telephone 0522 685507 
and ask for Roy Edwards 


The RODEO western store brings you 
a range of western clothing for you and 
your lady. Top brands such as H Bar C, 
Acme, Tony Lama & Stetson. Navajo 
jewellery, reb flags, you name it. 
RODEO - part of the scene. 


381 South Road. 
Walkley. 

Sheffield 6. 

Tel: 0742/ 330230. 
Catalogue 50p. 

Just 10 min. from the M1. 


Met Hague “GRAVEL BOOTS 
MAIL ORDER ONLY 
ON DISC AND TAPE 
Latest Recordings 
“Live at The Queen Bess”....OGBC 001 
includes “Plastic Girl”...cassette only £4.00 
“Merry Go Round”... LKLP 6558...£4.00 
“Mel Hague...Live”.,.LKLP 6364...£3.50 
“Old Gravel Boots”...LKLP 6270...£3.50 
“The Winner”.,.LKLP 6023...£3.00 ~ 
All albums available on cassette 
Please include 50p P&P for one LP or £1.00 oe three 
or more. For cassettes 25p P&P for 
one or 50p for two or more. 


8. 
OGB RECORDS N & 


“OHGEEBEE HOUSE” i 
37 WROOTRD FINNINGLEY 
DONCASTER DN9 3DS U.K. 


E&s 
ENTERTAINMENTS 
ARTIST AGENCY 


BOOKING 
A SHOW IN THE SOUTH 


WE CAN HELP 
WITH 
— ALL — 
requirements 
WHOLE SHOWS A SPECIALITY 
country/cabaret 
Telephone 0703 550050 


WRITTEN A 
COUNTRY 
SONG? 


Would you a like to beak'p peat to hear a professionally 
produced demo-tape of your song 
We will put music to your words or you can 
send us chord sheet or melody line or even a 
home recorded cassette of how you feel the 
song should be. The cost of a finished 
cassette can be as low as £10.00 


Details from: 

Dave Nutt c/o Demosong, 
159 Shalmsford Street, 
Chartham, Canterbury, Kent 
Tel. 022 773 247 


THIS SPACE 
COULD BE 
WORKING 
FOR YOU 


TELEPHONE 
0522 685507 


DIRECTORY ADVERTS KEEP YOUR NAME OUT FRONT THE WHOLE YEAR 
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TREBLE C CMC 
Victoria Oakley Centre 
West Street Crewe 
Cheshire 
0270 211422 582064 


(Monthly) 


26 Eddie Pride 
Buckboard 
Yellowstone Picnic Band 


BIG WHEEL CMC 
Eastmoor WMC 
Wakefield 

W. Yorks 

(Weekly Wednesday) 


2 Natcuez Trace 

9 Ventura Highway 
16 Ramuda 
23° Ann & Ray Brett 
30 Mustang 


HIGH LANE CMC 

High Lane Cons. Club 
Buxton Road 

High Lane 

Stockport 

(Weekly Every Saturday) 


2 Rick & Rosemary Wilhelm 
(Nashville. (Gospel Show)) 
5 Gordie West Duo 
12 Mustang 
19 Kellie 
26 Chuck Layburn & 
The Country Boys 


THE CHEQUERS INN 
Bishop Thornton + 

Nr. Harrogate 

N. Yorks 

(Weekly Wednesdav) 


2 Yvonne & Norman Champion 


9 Tone Goodacre 
16 Mel Haque 
23 Gordie West Duo 
30) = Counrre Tones 


INVERNESS C&W CLUB 
Ailsa Suite 

Inverness Ice Rink 
(Weekly) 


1 Scots Country Comfort 
8 The Dynamos 
15. The Playboys 
Terry Nash 
22 Joe E. Hamilton 
High Chapperal 
29 Eddy Pride 
Buckboard 
Terry Nash 


THE WESTERN CMC 
St. Thomas Cons. Club 
Hindley Street 
Stockport 

(Weekly Every Sunday) 


6 Midnight Express 
13. Mary Miller Band 
20 West Coast 
27 Chuck Fowler Band 


CACTUS CMC 
Croscombe Club 
Nr. Wells 
Somerset 
(Weekly Monday) 


7 Barbary Coast 
14 Hamiltons Power 
21 Whiskey River 
28 Manson Grant & Dynamos 


CROWN CMC 
Crown Hotel 
Boston Spa 
Nr. Wetherby 
(Weekly Saturday 8pm) 

5 Free Spirit 
12 Dave Brvan 

Pat & Roger Johns 

19 Midnight Riders 
26 Manson Grant & Dynamos 


WEST WAY CMC 

Witney Town Football Club 
Oxon 

(Weekly Every Sunday) 


6 Honky Tonk Band 
13° Mustang 
20 Eddy Pride (USA) 
Buckboard 
27 Mary & The Hollybrooks 


WHITE HORSE CMC 
Village Hall 

Burbage Wilts 
(Monthly) 


11 Jimmy Payne 
Johnny Young Four - 


TUCSON C&W CLUB 
Marina Hotel 

27 Inverleith Row 

Edinburgh (Every Sunday 
& Every Second Wednesday) 


Every Sunday: 
Tucson Country Music 
9 Gerry Ford 
Outlaw 

21 til 26 
Grand Charity Country Week 
Ken Manners 
Winchester 
Legend 
Tucson Countrymusic 
Dick Barrie 
Dukes of Hazzard 
Buzzard 
Borderline 
Scot’s Country Comfort 
Woodstock 
B.J. Colt 
The Deltics 
French Jade 
Route 65 
The Dallas Girls 


COLT 45 

Osberton Radiators S&S Club 
Frenchay Rd. off Woodstock Rd 
Oxford (Monthly) 


11 Jenny Spellar 
Spellbound 
plus 
Silver Dollar Road Show 
(Oxford 61969) 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC 
The Hollybush 

Penn Road 
Wolverhampton 

West Midlands 

(Weekly) 


6 White River Band 
13. West Virginia 
20 Tony & Raincheck 
27 Patsy Powell 
& Goodtimers 


ELGIN C&W CLUB 
St. Leonards Hotel 
Elgin 

(Fortnightly) 


2 Rusty Douch & 
The Wild Bunch 
16 Gambler 


WEST WAY CMC 
Witney Town F.C. 
(Weekly Every Sunday) 


6 Honky Tonk Band 
13 Mustang 
20 Bandalero 
27 Mary & The Hollybrooks 


MIDLAND CMC 
Midland Hotel 

Peak Dale Nr. Buxton 
Derbushire (Monthlv) 


31 Mav Bank Holiday Special 
Mel Carsons Trucking Co. 
Barry Ford 

18 Mike Lawrence 
West Texas Outlaws 


GOLDEN WEST CMC 
Carpenters Arms 
Fenton 

Nr. Torksey 

(Weekly Sundavs) 


6 Ramuda 
13. Ryman Country Band 
20 Dale Green & Ken 
27. John Carlton 


THE TOWN HALL 
Northallerton 
Yorkshire 


6 Kelly Lee Anderson Show 
Bob McKinlay Duo 
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YORK CMC 

The Winning Post 
Bishopthorpe Road 
York (Weekly) 


3 Tony Andrews 
Raincheck 
10 The Naden Brothers 
17. Mary Miller 
Saratoga Freeway 
24 Preston Conway Trio 


COUNTRYMAN 
Newtown Nr. Longnor 
Buxton Derbyshire 
(Weekly Saturdays) 


5 Vince Layne 

Strawtrogs 

12 Jeannie & 
Stepping Stones 
The Bryans 

19 Dave Allen Trio 
Gary Bonner 

26 Dark Hollow 
Ben Sherman 


EVESHAM C&W CLUB 
Marine Ballroom 
Evesham. (Monthly) 


12 American Expression 


SMOKESTACK CMC 
Heatherton Grange Hotel 
Bradford-on-Tone 
Taunton Somerset 
(Weeklu Tuesdav) 


1 Vinee Lauvne 
8 Barbarv Coast 
15 Denver Spur 
22. Whiskeu River 
24 Poacher 
at Brewhouse Theatre 
29 Manson Grant & 


The Dynamos 


WOODHOUSE PARK 
LABOUR CLUB 
Selstead Road 
Wuthenshawe 
Manchester 

(Live Country plus Video 
Every Saturday Night) 


5 Justin Tubb 
Mustang 


THE WELCOME CMC 
Greyhound Hotel 

East Lancs Road 
Leigh 

Lanes 


(Weekly) 


6 Saratoga 
13. The Jenny Peters Trio 
20 Springfield 
27 Jodie Stevens 
Westwood 


MATLOCK BATH 
Derbushire 


Fourth International Festival 


12 and 13 


Jimmy Payne 

Sandi Hart 

Roger Humphries Band 
Johnny Young Four 
Snuffy Garrett 

Miles & Bridget 
Graham Broughton 
Johnny Spencer 


LAZYACRE CMC 
Lord Hill Hotel 
Abbey Forgate 
Shrewsbury 
(Fortnightly) 


7 Jimmy Payne (USA) 
Johnny Young Four 
Tony Best 

21. Kenny Johnson Band 
J.R. Taylor 
Tony Best 

23 Midsummer Special at 
Oakengate Town Hall 
Miki & Griff 
Mustang 
Dave Curtis 
Tony Best 


RENEGADFS CMC 
Town Hall 
Wirksworth 
Derbushire 
(Saturday 3 Weeklv) 
(Wirksworth 2472) 


5 Dark Hollow 
Tonv Goodacre 
Arthur Lavfield 
26 0 3th Anniversare Show 
Poacher 
Ricki Suva 


064 RAILWAY CMC 
Anlabu Road Hull 
(Weekle Fridau) 


1) Dave Alan 
It Ventura Highwae 
18 West Coast Countre Band 
25° Preston & Conwav Trio 


TUMBLING SHACK CMC 


Greentield WMC 
Dunsville 
Doncaster 

S Yorkshire 


(approx. every 6 weeks) 


29° Georae Moody & 
Country Squires 


THE SUN INN 
Norwood 

Nr. Otleu 

(Weekly Thursdavs) 


3 Yvonne & Norman Champion 


10 Tony Goodacre 
17. T.B.A. 
24 Bob McKinlay Duo 


LEICESTER CMC 
The Jesters Lounge 
The Braunston 
Narborough Road 
Leicester (Weekly) 


2 Expression 
9 Free Spirit Band 
16 Indigo Lady 
23 Mel Haque 
Boothill Boys 
30 Clints Collection 


T.L. RANCH 

Castleford Trades Labour Club 
Oxford Street 

Castleford 

(Weekly Sundavs) 


6 Geoff Wayne 
13. Misty Mountain 
20 Mountain Davey & 
Cajun Kid 
27 Keith Manifold 
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MOONRAKER CMC 
Huntington Terrace Road 
Chadsmoor 

Cannock, Staffs 

(Weekly Saturdays) 


5 Desperado 
12 Jesse Owen Band 
19 Roger Humphries 
26 Dallas 


TRIPLE C C&W CLUB 
Perrys Country Club 
Evendons Lane 
Wokingham 

Berks (Weekly) 


3 Country Thinking 
10 American Expression 
17. Terry Edwards 
Jerry West & Friends 
24 Tony Aston & 
Original Shades 


THE PENVILLE CMC 
Navaar House Hotel 
Bog Road 

Penicuik 

Nr. Edinburgh 
(Fortnightly) 


10 Rusty Douch 
The Wild Bunch 
24 Texas Express 


WILDWOOD SOUTH CMC 
Millbrook School 

Maybush 

Southampton 

(Weekly Every Saturday) 


5 Dallas Country Band 
12 Cuttin’ Loose 
19 Jefferson County 
26 Muskrats 


HAZEL GROVE CMC 
Napier Street 

Hazel Grove 

(Weekly Sundays) 


6 Dillinger 
13 Blue Ridge Mountain Kings 
20 Jeannie & Steppinstone 
27 Tonv Andrews 
Raincheck 
061 456 7073 


WAYFARERS C&W CLUB 
Wavfarers Inn 


3. Bandits 

6 Country Jaus 
10 Carmel & Country Pride 
17 Union Pacific 
24 Jim Foster & Band 


TUMBLEDOWNWIND CMC 
Roval Victoria Hotel 
Llanberis Gwynedd 

N. Wales 

(Fortnightly Thursdays) 


10 Bob McKinlay Duo 
24 Rickey Dennis 


BORDER CMC 
Kings Arms Hotel 
Berwick-on-Tweed 


(Monthly) 
1 Justin Tubb 
Mustang 


LONGHORN C&W CLUB 
Stable Bar 

White Hart Hotel 

Hayle Cornwall 


4 Hazzard County . 
11 The Jack Daniels Band *- 
18 Whiskey River — 

25 Tony & The Cadillacs 


CHICHESTER CMC 
St. George Hall 
Whyke 

(Fortnightly) 


11 Patsy Powell 
26 Cuttin’ Loose 
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HARROW CMC 
Wealdstone F.C. 
StationRoad Harrow 
Middlesex 


(Weekly Thursday) 


Dallas Country Band 
Al Barretts Linemen 
Garry Blackmore 
American Expression 


TRIANGLE CMC 
Chilham Village Hall 
Nr. Canterbury Kent 


(1st Mon, & 3rd Sat.) 


7 Homespun 
19 ‘Obsons Choice 


ABERDEEN C&W CLUB 

The Hotel Metro 

17 Market Street 

(Weekly Tuesday & Wednesday) 


1 Rusty Douch 
The Wild Bunch 
John Hutch 
8 Justin Tubb (USA) 
Mustang 
Jolene with Part Two 
15 Showdown 
Rocky Top 
22 Pheonix plus support 
29 Joe E. Hamilton & 
High Chapperal 
Gerry Ford 
Prairie Moon 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Resident Band Country Edition 
plus quests 


CADES COUNTY CMC 
Shireoaks MW 
Shireoaks Nr Worksop 
Notts 

(Weekly Every Friday) 


4 Ryman Country 
11 Nashville Express 
18 Mary Miller Band 
25 Gordie West Duo 


RUSTLERS CMC 
Littlelever Labour Club 
Nr Bolton Lancs 


(Weekly Friday) 


4 Countrysiders 
11 Courage 
18 Dale Burness 
25 Nashville Country 


COLCHESTER CMC 
Woods Leisure Centre 
Braiswick 

Colchester 

(1st & 3rd Thursdavs) 


3 Hickory Lake 
Lindsey St. John 
17. Tony Goodacre 
Free ‘n’ Easy 


FOX & GOOSE CMC 
London Road, Coalville 


(Weekly Everv Mondav) 


7 The Bryans 
14 Silver Wings 
21 Palladin 
28 Riverboat Queen 


THE GOLDEN SPUR CMC 
Alexander Centre 
Faversham Kent 


(Monthly) 


12 Sponsored Dance 
Renegade 
American Brew 


GROSVENOR ROOMS 
Walm Lane London NW2 
01451 0066" 

Weekly Fridays & 
Occassional Saturdays 


4 Clodagh Rodgers 

The Lazy Band 
Hobo 

11_ Billy Boyle Band 
Highway Shoes 

12 Aubrey Lovejoy Band 
Roger Humphries Band 
Kelvin Henderson 

18 Texas CountryRoadshow 
Clay Baker 
Emdland Hillbillies 
Texas Honky Tonk Band 

25 Lonnie Donegan 
Vision 
Tominy Keenan 
Sandie De Lane 


